Health and Safety Bulletin 			
 2026/01

Product Recall – Asbestos Contamination in Children’s Toys

Summary
Product recalls have been issued for several sand-containing toys and craft kits from UK retailers since January 2026 after testing found a small amount of asbestos in the imported sand fillings.  The purpose of this bulletin is to provide further information on what products have been affected and what action to take. The products in question are mainly available via high street and on-line stores and aren’t found in usual school supply chains, however, checks should be carried out to ensure you have none of the effected products.  Please read this bulletin carefully and take action if necessary.
Reason for Recall
The identified products have been tested and found to contain small amounts of asbestos, which is a banned product. Most of the sand in the recalled products trace to manufacturing in China.
Product Details 
The list of affected products can be found via this link: asbestos - Product Safety Alerts, Reports and Recalls - GOV.UK. The list is increasing because the Office for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) add new cases to the register as testing results come in.  
Alternatively, the linked article: UK Recalls 14 Children's Toys Over Asbestos Contamination | MesoWatch, provides a table format of the OPSS case numbers that you can look up on the Government register: Product Safety Alerts, Reports and Recalls - GOV.UK. and provides information around health risks.
Required Actions
After a check of products has taken place, if you find a match, follow the instructions in the specific product recall document issued by OPSS ; typically, the required action is to: 
· Stop using the product immediately.

· If the sand is still in its packaging, place in a heavy-duty plastic bag, double tape it securely, label it clearly and store in a secure location out of the reach of children.

· If the sand has been used, clean-up sites where the product was used, using wet cloths to avoid generating dust. Wear gloves and a mask. Double bag the sand, gloves, mask and cloths.

· Keep children and other people away from areas where the sand has been used until the area has been cleaned.

· Dispose of the product in your general waste bin, or return to store where specified by the retailer, who will provide a full refund.

· For further information, or questions, contact the retailer you purchased from.

Further Information / Support
Further information is available from the product supplier.  If you wish to discuss the contents of this bulletin further, please contact: 
Corporate Health & Safety Team
E: healthandsafety@northumberland.gov.uk
T: 01670 623854
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