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Area of Aspect By Age Statement
Learning
CAL Listening and 6 mths | turn towards familiar sounds and am startled by loud noises. | watch your face intently
Attention when you talk to me. | gaze at faces and copy facial movements, e.g. sticking out my
tongue! | make eye contact for fairly long periods.
12 mths | can locate the source of your voice with accuracy. | stop and look at you when you
say my name.
18 mths | attend to music and singing activities and enjoy making sounds with toys and objects
e.g. banging on pots and pans. | enjoy action rhymes, games and songs like peek-a-
boo and pat-a-cake.
24 mths | discriminate a sound in my environment and name it e.g. dog barking, doorbell. |
(2 years) indicate wanting 'more' during interaction rhymes and sometimes initiate them. | can
concentrate on an activity of my own choice.
30 mths | listen to and enjoy rhythmic patterns in rhymes and stories. | demonstrate | am

(2 %2 years)

listening by trying to join in with actions or vocalisations. | can attend to what you want
me to do if you use my name and ask me to stop what | am doing first.

Nursery Ready

| can listen to an adult when | am actively involved in an interactive adult-led activity, in
a small group. | demonstrate my attention and recall by joining in with repeated refrains
and by filling in gaps within familiar songs and rhymes. | can keep a steady beat by
tapping my knees to music.

Nursery Mid- I listen in a small group with visual support. | follow body percussion sequences of three
Point in the right order e.g. clap hands, tap knees, pat head.
Reception | listen to others in one-to-one or small group situations even if the topic is not following
Ready my own interests. | am able to follow directions when | am not focused on another task
Understanding | 6 mths | recognise my main carer’s voice. | can be calmed by familiar friendly voices and show
excitement at the sound of approaching voices e.g. kicking legs.
12 mths | understand frequently used words such as ‘all gone’, ‘no’ and ‘bye-bye’. | understand

simple instructions when supported by gestures and context.
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18 mths

| understand single words in context, e.g. cup, milk, daddy and understands more
words than | can say. | understand simple instructions, e.g. ‘come here’, ‘throw ball’,
‘stop’. | recognise and point to objects and pictures in books when you ask me.

24 mths
(2 years)

When | am motivated, | can select familiar objects by name and will go and find objects
when asked, or identify objects from a group. When you use familiar vocabulary | can
follow instructions with two key words

30 mths
(2 %2 years)

| point to the right part of a picture, or to a person based on their activity/verb e.g. who
is sleeping, who is crying? | understand the words 'who’, ‘what' and 'where' when used
in simple questions within the here and now.

Nursery Ready

With familiar vocabulary, | can follow instructions containing three key words e.g. Put
your shoes under the table. | select a familiar object based upon how it's used when
you ask e.g. give me the one you use to eat with/cut with/read etc.

Nursery
Midpoint

| can follow instructions which includes holding a list of three items in mind before going
to get them from another room e.g. can you get me a plate, a banana, and a knife from
the kitchen please? | can answer simple ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions in relation to my
experiences, that require no inference e.g. “why is Posy crying?”(adult) “She falled
over” (child).

Reception
Ready

I understand and follow instructions containing words related to time such as ‘before,’
‘after,” ffirst,” ‘last’ and ‘later.’ | can answer simple problem solving questions, for
example "What do you do when you're hungry/cold?"

Speaking

6 mths

I make vocal noises to get your attention and make sounds back when you talk to me,
often trying to imitate your sounds and facial expressions. | laugh and babble to myself
when I'm playing.

12 mths

| use speech-like sounds (babbling) to communicate with you saying sounds like ‘ba-
ba, no-no, go-go’ as well as some single words e.g. ‘mummum’, ‘dada’, ‘dodo’ (dog). |
stop babbling when | hear familiar voices. | use gestures including waving and pointing
to help me communicate. | ‘take turns’ in conversations (using babble) with you.

18 mths

| still babble but also use at least 20 single words correctly, although they may not be
clear. | copy your gestures and words and use the intonation, pitch and changing
volume of speech when ‘chatting’ to you.
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24 mths | chat to myself when | am playing. | use two words together. | often ask what objects
(2 years) and people are called. | will ask for things | want by their name e.g. want juice.
30 mths | use simple sentences containing three words e.g. “Mummy go work”. | use different

(2 Y2 years)

types of words including nouns and verbs. | learn new words rapidly and often use
them immediately in communication. | use the pronouns ‘I’ and ‘me’. | use vowel
sounds and the consonants ‘m,’ ‘p,’ ‘b, ‘n,” ‘t,” ‘'d,” ‘W’ and ‘h’ in my speech.

Nursery Ready

| ask a variety of questions - what, who, where. | use plurals e.g. “I can see cats”. | talk
about what | am doing and what | have done beyond the here-and-now. | add the

PN

consonants ‘k/c,” ‘g, ‘f, ‘s’ and ‘y’ to my consonant range.

(2 %2 years)

Nursery Unfamiliar adults are able to understand most of what | say. | use more complex

Midpoint sentence structure and link thoughts, ideas and events with ‘and’, ‘because’ and ‘so’. |
use a range of word endings to describe the present tense e.g. -ing, -n’t. | add the
consonants ‘z,’ ‘v,’ ‘sh,” ‘ch,’  and ‘ng.’

Reception | use a variety of tenses, and understand grammatical rules but still sometimes make

Ready errors e.g. runned instead of ran. | use language to describe what | am going to do and
how | am going to do it. | recount simple, past events in the right order e.g. “I| goed to
the shop with Granny and then we goed to the park.” | use most consonants
consistently but ‘I, ‘’r and ‘th’ may be still developing.

Pretend Play 18 mths | perform one pretend action at a time on myself, e.g. | pretend to eat or drink, or go to
sleep. | use realistic looking toys e.g. a plastic toy spoon or real-life objects e.g. a real
spoon.

24 mths | can perform simple pretend actions on toys or people. | tend to use realistic looking

(2 years) toys. | engage in simple pretend play e.g. feeding a doll, an aeroplane flying. | imitate
familiar adult actions e.g. pretending to talk on a toy telephone.

30 mths | can combine pretend actions together related to a familiar routine e.g. | get a bowl and

spoon, pretend to pour cereal into the bowl, add some milk and serve it to a doll. | use
less realistic objects when they are similar in shape to the real object e.g. using a ball
as an apple to feed the doll.
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Nursery Ready

| use less familiar themes within my pretend play but still based upon my first hand
experiences e.g. pretending to go to the doctor or pretending to be a waiter at a
restaurant. | can pretend without an object e.g. pretending my hand is a cup and
drinking from it. | can substitute objects that do not resemble the real thing e.g.
pretending a block is a bus on its way to the bus station.

Nursery | give my puppets, role play characters and small world characters a ‘voice’ so that they

Midpoint can ‘talk’ to each other. | play alongside other children who are engaged in the same
pretend play theme as me, often in the same role.

Reception | can play imaginatively within themes | have not had first hand experience of but are

Ready often based upon favourite stories e.g. flying to the moon or being a pirate on a ship. |
pretend with other children, each of us taking on different roles. | pretend using
gestures, mime and unrealistic objects.

PSED Self Regulation | 6 mths | am comforted by being held and cuddled by my carer. | smile or laugh to show my
pleasure at something.

12 mths | like to be in sight and hearing of people | have strong attachments with. | am
beginning to manage my feelings by soothing myself with comforters or actions such as
thumb-sucking.

18 mths I may throw objects away when frustrated. | enjoy playing with toys | have chosen but
may be resistant to interference. | can play alone but | like to have a familiar adult near
me for emotional support.

24 mths | am reassured by a familiar adult when | am tired or frightened. | am affectionate with

(2 years) adults who are special to me. When | am frustrated, | can usually be distracted by a
familiar adult. 1 show a broad range of emotions from excitement to anger.

30 mths | take part in an adult-directed task for a short period one-to-one even if this is not a

(2 %2 years)

favoured activity. | look to and am reassured by a familiar adult in new situations. |
show pride when | achieve things for myself.

Nursery Ready

| can wait my turn, when an adult is there to remind me, when | want to play on
equipment e.g. going down the slide. | can choose what | want to do and find resources
| need when playing
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Nursery | can take turns when | play simple games in a small group with an adult e.g. snap or a

Midpoint game of skittles. | can tolerate delay when my needs are not immediately met. | can tell
you how | am feeling.

Reception | enjoy the company of other children. | use words to negotiate rather than actions. |

Ready understand that my actions affect others. | am willing to participate in a wide range of
activities. | usually adapt my behaviour to changes in routine or different social
situations.

Managing Self | 6 mths | indicate | have a need through vocalisations and gestures such as crying, grasping,
smiling, eye-contact or making sucking movements. | can pull off my hat and socks if
they are easily removed. | reach for the things | want and pick them up with my whole
hand.

12 mths | cooperate with washing and dressing by holding out my hands or feet. | put my
hands around a cup when drinking and will drink from the cup with assistance. | feed
myself with finger foods.

18 mths | feed myself with a spoon although | may spill a lot. | remember where objects belong
in a familiar environment.

24 mths | can take my own shoes, socks and shorts or pants off. | can feed myself competently

(2 years) with a spoon. | can lift a cup (handleless beaker or two handled cup) with both hands,
drinking without spilling.

30 mths | am aware of when my pants are wet and know what a toilet/potty is used for. | can

(2 Y2 years) recognise myself when | look in the mirror.

Nursery Ready

| select activities and resources with help from an adult. | can eat using a spoon and
fork. | can tell you when | need the toilet. | tell an adult when | am hungry or tired. | like
to be praised by adults and taking responsibility for carrying out small tasks.

Nursery
Midpoint

| can pull my pants down and up and go to the toilet myself. | can wash my own hands.
| can drink from a cup (one handled), holding it in only one hand.
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Reception | am confident in asking adults for help. | am usually clean and dry during the day. | can
Ready wash and dry my own hands.
Building 6mths | show interest in the human faces around me. | enjoy interaction with adults who |
Relationships have formed positive attachments with e.g. being lifted in the air, cuddles. | show
recognition of my carers facial expressions or their tone of voice by laughing, smiling or
crying.
12mths I show enjoyment by laughing and smiling and join in with interactive and repeated
games like ‘peek a boo’ and ‘pat a cake’. | use voice, gesture, eye contact and facial
expression to make contact with people and keep their attention. | show affection
towards carers | have formed strong attachments with.
18mths | offer objects like a toy to my familiar adults to suggest | would like to interact and play.
| use pointing along with eye contact to make requests or share an interest.
24 mths | play happily near other children but not usually with them. | use an adult as a secure
(2 years) base from which | explore new environments
30 mths | watch other children at play with interest, occasionally joining in for a few minutes. |

(2 Y2 years)

show affection towards people who are special to me.

Nursery Ready

When it is on my own terms, | engage in simple pretend-play and talk to others as |
play. | join in play with other children and initiate play with others.

Nursery | actively seek out other children to play with and form friendships with other children. |
Midpoint keep play going by responding to what others say or do.
Reception | understand how to take turns as well as how to share. | show care and concern for
Ready younger children and my friends if they are upset. | initiate conversations with others
and take account of what they say.
PD Fine Motor 6 mths | stretch out both hands simultaneously to grasp. | use my hand competently to reach

for and grasp small toys. | use my whole hand to palmer grasp and pass an object from
one hand to the other. | drop one object if another if offered.
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12 mths | pick up small objects with a neat pincer grasp between my thumb and the tip of the
index finger. | can release an item gently to give. | point with my index finger to objects
of interest. | use both hands freely but may show preference for one. | hold two toys,
one in each hand and bangs them together to make a noise.

18 mths | pick up small objects immediately on sight with delicate pincer grasp. | hold a pencil in
my whole hand and spontaneously scribble to and fro using either hand. | can build a
tower of three cubes after demonstration.

24 mths I hold mark-making tools to spontaneously ‘scribble’ and can imitate drawing vertical

(2 years) lines. | can turn the pages of a book one at a time. | can stack five wooden blocks. | can
thread large cotton reels or big beads onto a dowling.

30 mths | make vertical, horizontal and circular marks. | can stack seven wooden blocks. | can

(2 %2 years)

pour from one container to another. | create marks with a paintbrush by bending my
wrist using a dabbing motion.

Nursery Ready

I hold a pencil between my first two fingers and thumb to copy a circle and a cross. |
draw a person with a head and usually one or two other features e.g. eyes and mouth. |
can roll dough into balls and sausage shapes. | can stack ten wooden blocks. | can snip
with scissors.

Nursery | can build three block ‘bridges’ to join my block towers together, when given a model to

Midpoint copy. | can draw a person with a head and legs. | can copy a ‘V’ shape. | cut with
scissors. | can thread smaller beads and cotton reels onto a shoelace.

Reception | can build three steps with six cubes, when given a model a copy. | can draw a person

Ready with a head, body and legs and, usually, arms and fingers. | can draw a recognisable
house. | cut along a straight line.

Gross Motor 6 mths | lie on my back, raise my head up and move my arms up to be lifted. | sit with support
with my head and back straight, | turn my head from side to side to look around. | can
roll over from front to back and lift my head and chest when lying on their front. | bear
weight on feet and bounce up and down when held in supported standing with feet
touching a hard surface.

12 mths | sit on the floor for an indefinite time. | can rise to a sitting position from lying down with

ease. | crawl on my hands and knees, shuffle on buttocks or ‘bear walk’ rapidly about
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the floor. | pull to standing and sit down again when holding onto furniture. | walk
forwards and sideways with one or both hands held.

18 mths

| walk well with my feet only slightly apart, starting and stopping safely. | no longer need
you to hold my upper arms in extension to balance. | run carefully and stiffly, hold my

head up and in midline, my eyes are fixed on the ground 1-2 metres ahead. | can climb
onto an adult size chair or seat and turn around to sit. | throw a ball without falling over.

24 mths
(2 years)

| can push and pull large, wheeled toys easily forwards and usually | am able to walk
backwards pulling a handle. | can hang from a bar. | can climb up onto adult-sized
furniture.

30 mths
(2 Y2 years)

| can run avoiding obstacles. | can climb simple climbing equipment e.g. climbing up
and over a low A-frame. | can jump off a low step with two feet together. | can kick a
ball gently without falling over.

Nursery Ready

I move freely in a range of ways, e.g. rolling, crawling, sliding, shuffling. | can run
skillfully with wheeled toys, turning around obstacles and corners.

Nursery
Midpoint

| can hop on one foot. | can jump over low level obstacles. | can walk up 10 steps, right,
left, right, left, without holding rail.

Reception
Ready

I can run smoothly with changes in speed, negotiating space successfully. | can jump
off an object and land appropriately. | travel with increasing confidence and skill over,
under, around and through equipment. | can climb low level ladders and trees using
alternate hands and feet.

Visual
Discrimination

6 mths

I move my head and eyes eagerly in every direction when attention is distracted. My
eyes move in unison. | follow the activity of an adult or other child across the room with
purposeful alertness. | stare at interesting small objects or toys within 15-30
centimetres. | show awareness of depth.

12 mths

When outside, | watch movement of people, animals, or motor vehicles for prolonged
periods. | recognise familiar people approaching from a distance. | show an interest in
pictures. | deliberately drop and throw toys forwards and watch them fall to the ground.
| look in the correct place for toys that fall out of sight.
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18 mths | recognise familiar people at a distance and point to distant interesting objects when
outdoors. | enjoy simple picture books, often recognising and putting my index finger on
boldly coloured items on the page. | actively search for toys e.g. looking in cupboards.

24 mths I match two of the same objects even if they are different sizes or colours. | recognise

(2 years) favourite people in photographs.

30 mths | can match an item to a photograph of the same item e.g. putting a book back on the

(2 %2 years) shelf when matched to a photograph of its front cover. | point out tiny features in books
and pictures to you.

Nursery Ready | | recognise something when shown only a small part of the object e.g. What's coming
out of the box? When you show me half the object | can tell you what it is. | can find
and point out to you specified features or items in books, pictures and my environment
e.g. Can you find the tiny ladybird?

Nursery | can match an item to its ‘shadow’ e.g. | place the spade back on the shelf on top of its

Midpoint corresponding ‘shadow’ at tidy-up time. | can identify a missing/hidden object when we
play ‘hiding’ games involving up to 4 objects. | recognise and point out familiar
logos/branding in my environment e.g. noticing the Asda sign in a new place.

Area of Aspect By Age Statement
Learning
LITERACY Word Reading | Nursery Ready | | recognise rhythm in spoken words and can blend compound words, e.g “snow-man”. |

am aware that signs and symbols within the environment carry meaning. I fill in the
missing words or phrases in known stories and rhymes.




@

Early Years
Northumberland
Nursery | clap out one to three syllable words and blend two syllable words e.g. “ta-ble”. | spot
Midpoint when you make a ‘mistake’ during a rhyming activity and I tell you what the right word
should be. | recognise my own name and know what sound it starts with.
Reception | see the letters from my own name in other words. | orally blend three syllable words
Ready e.g. ‘e-le-phant.’ | look at books independently and know that print carries meaning. |
can continue a rhyming string. | can hear and say the initial sound in words
Writing Nursery Ready | | ascribe meaning to the marks | make when | draw or paint. | often provide a running

commentary as | make marks. | do not distinguish between drawing and writing yet.

Nursery | can copy the first letter of my own name. | can use magnetic or wooden letters to copy

Midpoint my name when you only give the letters | will need. | tell you what the things | have
written ‘say’ and | now know that writing and drawing are different.

Reception | can copy most letters from my name. | use some clearly recognisable letters in my

Ready own writing. | use writing in my play e.g. to write a shopping list during role-play. | can

tell you what | am going to draw and write before | create my special marks.

Comprehension

Nursery Ready

| can talk about key features of favourite stories | have heard by stating who was in the
story (character) and where they were (setting).

Nursery | demonstrate that | have listened and attended by answering simple questions about a
Midpoint story that has just been read to me e.g. “where did the rabbit go?”
Reception | actively listen to stories and can retell familiar stories. | listen to stories from beginning
Ready to end and can answer questions based on the story.

Area of Aspect By Age Statement

Learning

MATHS Number Nursery Ready | | can recite number names with the intention of counting but they aren’t always in the

correct order. | understand the concept of first and second by telling you who the
winner is after racing cars etc.
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Nursery | verbally count to ten with some correspondence with objects - | may point to objects to
Midpoint count a few items but often lose track. | can compare sets of 1-4 items by subitising
(recognising by sight) when the items in each set are the same or similar in size and
type e.g. compare 3 bears and 2 bears.
Reception | can count (up to 5) accurately using 1:1 correspondence when the objects are similar
Ready and placed in a line. | often recount the objects when you ask me how many altogether.
| can match small, same size sets of dissimilar items such as comparing 4 bears and 4
chairs and show that they are the same amount. | can nonverbally make a small
collection (no more than 5), with the same number as another collection, e.g. when
shown a collection of 3 | make another collection of 3. | recognise numerals of personal
significance.
Numerical Nursery Ready | | can give out objects to other children for the purposes of sharing although not equally
Patterns e.g. if | have a box of cars | may give 1 to a friend then keep the rest.
Nursery | can add or subtract very small collections non-verbally e.g. when shown 2 objects
Midpoint then another under a napkin, | make a set of 3 to ‘match’.
Reception | know that different things can be counted, e.g. steps, jumps, hops. | can share up to 4
Ready objects between 2 people by dealing out 1 for 1 e.g. to share 4 blocks, the child gives
each child a block, checks each has 1 then repeats.




