Standards and testing agency update - 5 November 2024

Primary Assessment general

Reminder: submit your school's holiday dates by Friday 15 November

Schools should provide their holiday dates and inset days for the academic year 2024 to 2025 the Primary
Assessment Gateway (PAG) by Friday 15 November.

This will help us avoid school holidays when we plan the delivery of 2025 test materials.

Reminder: place test orders by Friday 15 November

Schools can place orders for key stage 2 (KS2) test materials and optional modified KS1 test materials in the
‘Available activity’ section of the PAG until Friday 15 November.

Standard test materials:
e Maintained schools, academies and free schools do notneed to place orders for standard versions of the
KS2 tests. We will deliver quantities of these based on school census and pupil registration data.
e Independent schools, special schools, pupil referral units and secure units must place standard test
orders if they expect to administer the tests to any of their pupils.
Modified test materials:

All schools will need to order modified versions of the tests, where required. They are available in:
e modified large print (MLP) for all KS2 tests and all optional key stage 1 (KS1) tests
e enlarged print for all KS2 tests
e contracted braille for all KS2 tests
e uncontracted braille for the KS2 English reading test and all optional KS1 tests
If you need advice about modified tests, please contact us on 0300 303 3013.

Reminder: put in place local authority moderation and monitoring agreements - for independent schools
and academies

Local authorities, academies and participating independent schools must put in place monitoring and
moderation agreements for the national curriculum assessments each year.

Academies must have a written agreement in place, and notify us on the PAG if they have chosen a non-
geographic local authority, by Friday 10 January.



Participating independent schools must have a written agreement in place and confirm which local authority they
have selected on the PAG by Friday 6 December.

For more information, please refer to our new monitoring and moderation agreements guidance.

Reception

Publication: how to try out the 2025 reception baseline assessment service

On Monday 4 November, we published guidance on How to try out the 2025 reception baseline assessment
services and updated the 2025 RBA IT guidance.

If youwork in a maintained school or academy, and support the delivery of the RBA, we strongly encourage you
to take this opportunity to familiarise yourself with the new service and let us know what is working well and
where we could make further improvements.

Participating schools will be able to access and try out the new reception baseline assessment services from
Monday 11 November to Friday 29 November, via DfE Sign-in.

In addition, we are also looking to work more closely with some schools to gain deeper insights into your
experiences. If you're interested in contributing to this research, please join our user research panel.

If you have any questions about the new assessment services for the 2025 RBA, please visit our new RBA help
centre or call the national curriculum assessments helpline on 0300 303 3013 and select option 3.

Key stage 1

Publication: 2024 phonics screening check attainment data

The Department for Education has updated its Explore Education Statistics service with the latest phonics
screening check attainment data for the academic year 2023 to 2024.

The statistics offer a comprehensive look at phonics attainment levels nationwide and insights into the early
reading skills of year 1 pupils across England. The dataset includes breakdowns by various pupil characteristics
and geographic regions.



Reminder: decline 2025 phonics screening check materials, if no pupils are participating, by Friday 15
November

If your school does not have any pupils working at the standard of the phonics screening check, you must inform
us that you will not need any check materials.

Please notify us by submitting the ‘Decline phonics screening check materials’ form on the PAG by Friday 15
November.

For more information, please refer to the 2025 phonics screening check assessment and reporting arrangements
(ARA).

Reminder: changes to the distribution of optional KS1 tests

On Thursday 10 October, we emailed you about changes to the distribution of optional KS1 tests.

From the academic year 2024 to 2025, we will no longer print and distribute standard papers for the KS1 tests.
Instead, we will make them available on the PAG, for schools to download and print locally if they wish, from
Thursday 1 May.

Schools will still be able to order hard copies of modified KS1 test papers. You should place modified test orders
on the PAG by Friday 15 November to receive them in spring 2025.

You can find more information about these changes in our previous email and read full details of the
arrangements for the academic year 2024 to 2025 in the 2025 optional KS1 tests guidance.

Key stage 2

Publication: multiplication tables check IT guidance and parents leaflet

On Monday 4 November, we updated our multiplication tables check (MTC) IT guidance, to help IT support staff
who manage the school's ICT network prepare for check administration.

We also updated the MTC information for parents leaflet, which schools can use when explaining to parents what
the assessment is and how it will be carried out.

Reminder: KS2 timetable variation guidance for 2025 published




On Monday 14 October, we updated the KS2 tests: varying the test timetable guidance.

This provides support if your school needs to reschedule any of the KS2 test in the academic year 2024 to 2025.

Reminder: KS2 access arrangements guidance for 2025 published

On Monday 14 October, we updated the KS2 access arrangements guidance for pupils participating in the
statutory KS2 tests in the academic year 2024 to 2025.



