
Spittal First School is based in Berwick, r ight next to Spittal
Beach. Across the school over a third of children are in
receipt of Free School Meals and over 40% receive Early
Years Pupil Premium. Around 20% of these children are on
the school’s SEND register.
  
As a school, leaders recognised that their children need a
curriculum which closes gaps in their learning and
development and meets their unique needs. To help
identify what this curriculum should include, the staff team
created ‘The Spittal Child’. This is a one-page profi le of
children’s experiences, family l i fe, family aspirations and
needs. Staff use this to identify what they need to offer
within their curriculum to meet the needs of the unique
children at Spittal First School. 

To support children as best as they can, leaders carefully
consider how Early Years Pupil Premium and school Pupil
Premium is spent. The school value and priorit ise building
children’s cultural capital, as they know many children
arrive in nursery having had l imited experiences. External
professionals are brought in to share their expertise and
passion with children. This includes companies such as
Boogie Beats, Yoga teachers and the Newcastle Football
Foundation. The children also spend time each week with
nursery practit ioners in the gardening and nature 
group. Here they learn how to care for the 
environment and l ive more sustainably, supporting 
the school’s wider work to achieve their ‘Silver Wild
Challenge Award’. All these activit ies focus on 
building children’s basic skil ls and holistic 
development, helping them to be ready for the 
National Curriculum when they start Year 1.  
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Communication and language development is a priority area for many children. To
support with this, nursery children go to the local l ibrary every Friday. Here they
are read to by the l ibrary team, they sing songs and rhymes and choose a book to
take home. All children are individually enrolled as l ibrary members so they can
visit with their famil ies out of school t ime.  

To further promote a love of stories and reading, funding is used to purchase a
book for every nursery child each month. This is a free gift for famil ies so they can
read the stories children have been introduced to at school in their own home. 

At Spittal First School early identif ication and intervention is of upmost
importance. The Deputy Head and nursery teacher, Emma, is quick to start the
graduated approach when gaps in learning and development are identif ied. Emma
works closely with relevant professionals, where needed, to ensure the right
support is promptly put into place. 

When the Family Hub introduced the Peep programme, Emma was keen to work
with them to pilot ‘Pop Up Peep’. This is a series of Peep sessions which parents
and carers are invited to take part in with their child. The sessions take place in
school so teachers and practit ioners can interact with parents and adapt their
interactions according to the needs of the famil ies attending. To tempt parents to
come along to Peep, school offered tea, coffee and treats before the session and
put out children’s learning journals so parents can see what their child has been
up to at nursery. Photographs are taken throughout the session and shared on the
school’s social media pages. This has encouraged other parents to come along to
the next session if they can. The response from parents who have attended has
been overwhelmingly posit ive. They report feeling more confident in interacting
with their child and better understand how to support their development. 

Communication with parents is highly valued at Spittal First 
School. Staff take the time to educate parents about what
their child wil l  be learning. This is done in many ways, 
including weekly newsletters which include ‘words to use 
with your child’ and ‘rhymes to sing’, and phonological 
awareness sessions for nursery parents. This helps 
famil ies to understand how best to support their child’s 
learning at home.  
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Children who are in receipt of Early Years Pupil Premium are given a l i t t le extra.
Targeted communications are shared with their parents which include ideas and
actions for parents based on their child’s unique learning needs. Parents are also
given addit ional parent evenings, where they are supported with home learning
and have the opportunity to share and review their child’s progress and next
steps.  

Along with the ordinari ly available provision already mentioned, targeted
interventions are in place for those children who need something addit ional. The
Early Years Pupil Premium funding is used to run interventions focused on the
prime areas of learning. This includes programmes such as Nursery Narrative,
Early Talk Boost and ELKLAN but also small group and 1:1 t ime to pre-teach key
vocabulary and core texts. This supports children to be ready for the learning to
come. Children are read with daily in 1:1 and in small groups. All these actions
focus on giving children the strong foundations they need to access the next stage
of learning. 

All the strategies that Spittal First School put in place to support their children are
focused on supporting every child to be future ready. Their aim is to have
confident, independent children who can express themselves effectively with the
support of the adults in their l ives, and this begins as soon as they start their
nursery provision.


