
VOICES: Making children’s voices count in policy 
An ESRC project led by Children North East and Newcastle University 

VOICES is a 12-month North East region wide consultation from November 2020 to understand the 
challenges that the young face as a result of Covid19. The project is delivered by a team from Children 
North East and from Newcastle University and is funded by the ESRC (Economic and Social Research 
Council). Project leaders are Luke Bramhall (Children North East) and Professor Liz Todd (Newcastle 
University). The project will talk with economically disadvantaged children and young people about how 
things are going for them now, what they and those around them are struggling with and what is going 
well. We will engage policy makers in acting on the findings and will disseminate findings using comics and 
videos that have been co-designed with young people. Our reach will include Redcar & Cleveland, 
Darlington, Middlesbrough, Durham, North Tyneside, South Tyneside, Sunderland, Gateshead, Hartlepool, 
Stockton, Newcastle and Northumberland. 
 
Through schools and community organisations, participants will be invited to communicate experiences 
and needs in a format of their choice (writing, picture, photo). We anticipate engaging with between 500 
and 1500 young people across all local authorities in the North East. Our main activity with be consultation 
in depth through focus groups with young people in schools, community organisations and youth groups. 
Most groups will be on-line but we will meet face-to-face when safe and permitted to do so. We will 
interview policy leaders and practitioners in organisations working with children and young people both to 
triangulate findings and to investigate organisational response to the young living in poverty. We will 
engage with regional and national leaders and practitioners through webinars so that the voice of the child 
can influence policy and practice and we will revisit these organisations to investigate how young people’s 
views have impacted on practice. Case studies of practice and policy change will be shared nationally as 
good practice examples. 
 
This project addresses the UK's serious knowledge gap in understanding the needs of children and young 
people (CYP) aged 5-18 living in poverty in the context of Covid19. A North East (NE) regional analysis is 
required urgently to inform policy decisions being taken quickly without real understanding of lived 
experiences of poverty. This project will enable policy to consider how best to address children's social, 
emotional, physical and educational needs and will have applications throughout the UK. 
 
Project team 
Those working on this project at Children North East include Luke Bramhall, Paula Hamilton, Georgina Burt, 
Suzanne Butler, Cathryn Gathercole, Ailsa Fenwick, Janice Holloway and Gwen Dalziel.  Those working in 
the Newcastle University part of the team are Lydia Wysocki, Lucy Tiplady and Professor Liz Todd. 
 
How you can get involved 
If you are a school, youth group, religious, cultural or community group we would like to talk to you! We 
would like to talk to the children and young people with whom you work. This will mostly be via online 
focus groups. We will talk to most groups once but we are looking for a small number of groups to return to 
several times over the next 10 months. With some of those we return to we will work with them to develop 
their ideas into comics and into short films. We will have artists and members of the project team who will 
work with the young people.  
 
We also want to hear from you if you make policy for children and young people at any level from your 
department to your organisation to your local authority. We would like to engage with you directly to 
report our early findings and see what changes the findings can bring to the lives of children. 
 
Contact for queries: lydia.wysocki@ncl.ac.uk or luke.bramhall@children-ne.org.uk  
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