
The Northumberland School Readiness Passport -
Guidance for the Pre-School Year

Changes have been made to the School Readiness Passport in light of feedback from 

providers during the pilot year.

When a child turns 4, the Reception Ready Checker will activate. If the child is ‘on track’, 

they will hold the knowledge and skills expected prior to starting the Reception year.

You do not need to assess a child again, if they are on track in this checker. You may 

wish to reopen the checker at some point in the year (particularly for those children born in 

the autumn term), and record whether they have continued to make good progress 

throughout the pre-school year. However, this is not a requirement.

If a child is ‘not on track’ when assessed against the Reception Ready Checker, you will be 

notified to complete the checker again in 6 months time (for autumn born children only). You 

are able to reopen this checker at any point throughout the pre-school year for any child. So 

you may decide to update the checker before the 6 month point, or before the child leaves in 

the summer term.

For any children born in July or August, their 'Reception Ready Checker' will activate in June. 

Therefore, ensuring all children have been assessed before they begin Reception.

If a child is not on track, it is good practice to have a conversation with parents, so they can 

support the child's school readiness journey. In this conversation, it is important to explain to 

parents that the 'Reception Ready Checker' is designed to assess whether children have the 

knowledge, skills and understanding needed to give them a good start in the Reception year. 

It is expected that children who are 'on track' at this checker point, will achieve a Good Level 

of Development at the end of Reception.

If you have any questions about completing the checker for children in the pre-school year, 

please contact the Early Years Team via email at: info.schoolready@northumberland.gov.uk


