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- September 2020

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the significant period of time some children have spent out 

of early education, September 2020 will see some additional changes to The Passport.  

Usually The Steps to School Readiness Checker is completed for each child during the months 

of their birthday and half birthday from the time they are uploaded onto The Passport. This year 

it is expected that many children will have gaps in their checker history. 

Many children have missed opportunities for learning in their usual nursery/preschool provision 

due to the COVID-19 situation.  Although children will have continued learning in the home, 

there may be key experiences which they would usually have had in preparation for starting 

reception which they have been unable to access.  

Early years practitioners have also been unable to update summative assessments to pass on 

to reception teachers which would ordinarily be used to inform the practice and provision on 

offer.  It is therefore more important than ever, that reception teachers are able to make an 

accurate on-entry assessment in order to precisely identify each child’s stage of development, 

and any gaps in learning and development which will benefit from targeted quality first teaching.  

To support you in this, we are enabling reception teachers to reopen the 4 year old checker on 

The Passport system.  The statements in this checker are a good indication of whether a child is 

‘reception ready’ and currently on track to meeting end of year expectations.

In addition to this, changes to the checker for the reception year are due to be made over 

autumn term 1. This is in light of feedback from schools and settings over the past year, as well 

as aligning The Passport with changes to EYFS Profile (e.g. removal of exceeding judgement). 

Consequently, the 4 ½ and 5 year old checkers will be removed. (For those of you that have 

previously completed 4 ½ and 5 year old checkers for children you may find that these are 

hidden. Please do not worry as this information has not been deleted and if you need access to 

these assessments you can contact us via email.) Reception teachers will be able to record 

whether a child is on track or not on track to achieve a GLD at points throughout the year, based 

on their own in-house assessments. We will send further information to schools once this 

development has been made. 

If you have any questions about completing the checker for children in the reception year please 

contact the Early Years Team via email at: info.schoolready@northumberland.gov.uk


