
Ofsted - Interim Phase Visits

‘As part of our phased return to routine inspection, we are carrying out ‘interim visits’ to schools from 
autumn 2020. These visits are designed to support schools in their important work to welcome all pupils 
back full-time.’ - 
Ofsted Interim phase guidance document - 2 September 2020: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/interim-phase-maintained-schools-and-academies

● Interim visits will take place from 28 September 2020 to December 2020 inclusive.
● The sample will include approximately 1,200 schools across all Ofsted grades, including all schools 

that are currently inadequate.
● These interim visits are to reassure and inform parents, government and the public about how 

schools are managing the return to full education for all pupils.
● Interim visits will help parents and the public to understand how individual schools are returning to 

the school’s normal curriculum. We will not be evaluating what leaders did during the spring and 
summer term 2020, when schools were not open to all pupils, but we may need to understand the 
broad context of its impact on the school.

● Visits will normally last for a day.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-plans-from-september-2020
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/interim-phase-maintained-schools-and-academies


Ofsted - Interim Phase Visits

Methodology of visits and evidence collection

Inspectors will work collaboratively with leaders to understand:

● the barriers that the school has faced, and may still be facing, in managing the return to full education for all pupils
● how leaders are ensuring that pupils resume learning the school’s curriculum, including contingency planning for the 

use of remote education and the use of catch-up funding
● how pupils are settling back into expected routines and behaviour, including regular attendance
● how any identified and specific issues related to special educational needs, disabilities, health, care, well-being 

issues for particular groups of pupils are being addressed
● the school’s safeguarding arrangements (focusing on arrangements at the time of the visit but potentially also looking 

at what was in place at the start of the COVID-19 response)
● Inspectors will not routinely meet with governors, trustees, multi-academy trust leaders or local authorities as part of 

these visits. However, if any of these wish to speak to inspectors, inspectors will try to accommodate a brief 
conversation. Inspectors can, however, only take into account any matters raised that they consider relevant to the 
purposes and methodology of the visit, as set out above.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-coronavirus-covid-19#remote-education-and-online-learning

