
TO ALL HEADTEACHERS AND NCC EDUCATION & SKILLS MANAGERS 
UPDATE 25th MARCH 2020 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
MOT 
 
Firstly, I must apologise for some incorrect information that was featured in Tuesday's 
e-courier.  MOT testing has not been suspended for three months on cars - just on heavy 
goods vehicles and public service vehicles.  

However, from 30 March 2020, MOT due dates for cars, motorcycles and light vans will be 
extended by 6 months. This is being done to help prevent the spread of coronavirus. 

You do not need to do anything to extend your vehicle’s MOT expiry date if it’s on or after 30 
March 2020. However, you must keep your vehicle safe to drive.  Your vehicle will be 
automatically given a 6-month MOT exemption. This will extend your current MOT expiry 
date by 6 months. 

There’s separate guidance about what to do if your MOT due date is up to and including 29 
March 2020. 

Social Distancing 

New guidance has also been issued for schools on social distancing which states: 

● Tell children parents, carers or visitors, such as suppliers, not to visit the school if 
they are displaying any symptoms of COVID-19 

● Consider how children arrive and reduce any unnecessary travel on coaches, buses 
or public transport 

● Ensure class sizes reflect the number of teaching staff and are kept as small as 
possible 

● Stagger lunchtimes, break times and the movement of children around the school to 
reduce large groups of children gathering 

● Discourage parents gathering at school gates 
 
I know that these are difficult circumstances to work in. The most effective way to protect 
yourself from Covid-19 is to adopt good respiratory and hand hygiene to prevent the risk of 
infection. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and 
water are not available. 
 
If you are worried about your symptoms or those of a child or colleague, please use 
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19 in the first instance or call NHS 111. Do not go directly to your 
GP, Pharmacy or other healthcare setting. 
 
See further information on the  Public Health England Blog and the NHS UK website. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-mots-for-cars-vans-and-motorcycles-due-from-30-march-2020?fbclid=IwAR0ytnoS38XBKGgQzSBdodd6FktF9yOxzM5JEJu-g_OXAdXEDDggYJcZteY
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-mots-for-cars-vans-and-motorcycles-due-from-30-march-2020?fbclid=IwAR0ytnoS38XBKGgQzSBdodd6FktF9yOxzM5JEJu-g_OXAdXEDDggYJcZteY#keep-your-vehicle-safe-to-drive
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-mots-for-cars-vans-and-motorcycles-due-before-30-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-mots-for-cars-vans-and-motorcycles-due-before-30-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-social-distancing-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/01/23/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


 
 
Open Letter to Schools from Vicky Ford, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Children and Families for children and young people with Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities (SEND) 
 
You can see here an open letter from the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Children and Families, for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND), their parents/carers and families, and all others who support them. It 
provides links to the latest guidance from the government for vulnerable children and details 
about modifying the legal requirements on local authorities in fulfilling their duties in relation 
to EHC plans. Please share this with your colleagues in schools. We will be placing this on 
the Local Offer and also request that you place it on your school website to enable as many 
children, young people and their families to read it. 
 
Data Collection 
 
As you know, we have been calling schools and alternative providers for the last few days to 
gather information on the numbers of children attending your schools and settings. 
 
We will now be doing this electronically, asking schools to complete an online form which 
gathers the same information. The form will be sent out daily until further notice and we 
would be grateful if you could complete and return this by 1.00 pm each day. 
 
DfE Helpline 
 
If you have any concern for your school, you should call the DfE Helpline - 0800 046 8687. 
You can also call the Schools Helpline Team on 0191 6438026. 
 
Thank you once again for the dedication shown by you and your staff who continue to get 
the job done in very difficult circumstances. 

https://drive.google.com/a/northumberland.gov.uk/file/d/1nR0VRkYD4V2mQRWWp4cl4eh1ugj9anKV/view?usp=sharing

