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1.The new OfSTED framework is now a term old. Northumberland received 16 inspections 

between September and December. 75% of schools were Good or better. The vast majority 

of schools felt that the process was fair and that inspectors stick to the new framework. All 

schools in all phases received a deep dive in Reading/Writing/English, the majority in 

Maths, half in Science and 6 in History. Other subjects dived into were Geography, Art, PE, 

PSHE, Music and Computing. 

 

2. A collection of questions that may be asked of governors by OfSTED is being compiled at 

present. As soon as it is ready it will be added to this page. 

 

3. The new SLA portal (website) will be available in February. Staff are currently updating 

what is on offer and making the site more user friendly. Schools will be notified when it is 

ready. 

 

4. Schools have been sent a letter on behalf of the Northumberland SACRE reminding them 

of their duties with regard to teaching RE. Has the governing body considered whether your 

school is compliant with the legislation? 

5. A new calendar year might be a good time for a governor to conduct a website 

compliance check. What schools must publish online is here, and for academies and free 

schools here. 

6. The Northumberland Education website contains lots of information for schools and a 

page dedicated to governors and their work. The e-courier page is updated weekly with 

anything that we think is important for school staff to be aware of. Please do take a look, 

and if there is anything you cannot find or would like to see please let your clerk know. 

7. Should you or staff at school require any assistance please contact: 

David Street (Primary Commissioner) 

Dave Cookson (Secondary Commissioner) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-handbook-eif
http://northumberlandeducation.co.uk/governors/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-maintained-schools-must-publish-online
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-academies-free-schools-and-colleges-should-publish-online
http://northumberlandeducation.co.uk/
http://northumberlandeducation.co.uk/e-courier/
mailto:davidstreet@northumberland.gov.uk
mailto:dave.cookson@northumberland.gov.uk

