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Gina Davies: Attention Autism 

This 2-day course equips attendees with the skills to set up and run the 4 Stage Attention 
Autism programme.  
The Attention Autism programme targets the teaching of attention, communication and 
social interaction skills. The training is run by applying the principles of the attention 
autism programme throughout each day. There are demonstrations of the techniques in 
action, films of work with children, practical hands-on experience for participants and 
ideas for activities. The intention is to share the practical skills needed for participants to 
feel confident in setting up and running the intervention immediately. 

Day 1 Explores the impact of autism spectrum disorders on the development of attention 
skills and the impact this has on a child’s ability to learn both 1:1 and in a group. The 
workshop sets out the first two stages of the 4 stage Attention Autism programme; Stage 
1 Focusing Attention, Stage 2 Sustaining attention. The workshop provides practical hands
-on opportunities for the attendees to try out activities at each stage and discuss 
application of the programme within their setting or service. 

Day 2 Explores the ways in which communication development can be targeted and 
nurtured within sessions ensuring the needs of the children can be sensitively met 
whether pre-verbal, non-verbal, able to speak. The focus is on building functional social 
communication, understanding and spontaneous communication. The intervention looks 
at the power of shared good times for building engaged learning and trusting 
relationships where interaction, problem communication and learning can flourish. The 
workshop provides an opportunity to solve any issues that have arisen in applying the 
first 2 stages of the programme in practice and then introduces Stage 3 Shifting Attention 
and Stage 4 focusing and sustaining attention including a transition to independent 
working. Methods for planning and recording sessions and linking the intervention to the 
curriculum and personalised planning for a child is incorporated into the day. Ideas and 
activities are shared and the attendees are then ready to set up and run the full 
programme! 

Elaine O’Connor 
TSA Co-ordinator 

Neil Simpson 
TSA Administrator 

Cost: This two-day training course costs £210 and includes lunch on both days 
Dates: Tuesday, 4th February 2020 and Tuesday, 24th March 2020 
Time: 09:00am—16:00pm 
Venue: The Dales School, Ashdale Site, Darnley Rd, Ashington, NE63 8BT 

To secure your place, please e-mail tsa@thedales.northumberland.sch.uk  
before Friday, 24th January 2020 
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