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Welcome to the Schools Go Smarter newsletter, this is the place to find out about 
sustainable travel initiatives in Northumberland and news about what our schools have 

been doing. For more information about anything you see here please email; 
tracy.aitken@northumberland.gov.uk

Schools Newsletter 
Autumn Term 2019

Regional Modeshift STARS success
Two Northumberland schools beat off fierce competition in York last month from schools 
across the North East to both win School of the Region 2019.  Allendale Primary School  and 
Tweedmouth Middle School will now go forward to represent the North East in the National 
Sustainable School of the Year Awards in March 2020 in the primary and secondary 
categories.
Well done to both schools and also our other nominated schools, Hareside Primary in 
Cramlington and Barndale House SEND school. We are so proud of all the schools and what 
they have achieved, they all have embraced the whole STARS programme and have 
delivered some amazing work.  This is the third year in a row that Northumberland schools 
have won through to represent the North East at the National Awards in London.

Staff and pupils from Allendale Primary School receiving their School of the Region Award 
from Henry Walker Policy Advisor at  the Department for Transport.
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Walk to School Month 
In October we held our first ever Walk to 
School Month, which was a great 
success with 16 schools and  2800 
pupils taking part in a variety of 
initiatives during the month.  Each week 
had a different theme linked to active 
travel and road safety, including Be 
Bright Be Seen, Smarter Parker, The 
Environment and Walking as a Family.  
Activity suggestions and resources for 
schools where offered each week and 
schools also came up with their own 
fabulous ideas. See our round up of the 
month below.

Walk to School Month launch at Stannington 
First School  with Cllr Wayne Daley and Living 
Street Mascot Strider

Winners Walk to School Month 
As part of Walk to School Month we asked schools to tell us about the initiatives they delivered over 
the month,  we had two deserving winners who will each receive £250 worth of National Garden 
Centre Vouchers; Stannington First School and Eastlea Primary School in Cramlington.



Love Northumberland 
In September we attended the Love 
Northumberland Awards at Alnwick 
Gardens, the annual celebration of all that 
is great about community environmental 
work in the county, with two of our schools 
being shortlisted for their sustainable 
travel projects.
Stannington First School won Best 
Sustainable Travel Project for their 
‘Walking Rocks’ project,  where decorated 
rocks are hidden around the village for 
pupils to find on their journey to school. 
Mickley First School’s Village Map which 
was developed by the pupils to promote 
walking routes in the area won  runner up.

Ride Leader Training
Last month 7 members of school staff 
completed their Level 1 Ride Leader 
Training qualification with British Cycling, 
these courses are funded as part of the 
Schools Go Smarter programme to equip 
schools with the skills to  deliver their own 
cycling projects.  We have now trained 34  
members of school staff as Ride Leaders, 
watch out for our next course if you are 
interested in taking part.

Theatre in Education 
This term we have been working with the 
Tyne and Wear authorities to deliver two 
Theatre in Education productions for 
secondary age pupils.
Why Queue and Josh Green Posted On My 
Wall are both fun, interactive shows covering 
travelling sustainably to school and road 
safety education. The shows also raise 
awareness of how distractions such as 
wearing headphones and using your phone 
can have fatal consequences, which is very 
relevant for this age group.

Josh Green Posted on My Wall 
performance at Dr Thomlinson Middle 
School in Rothbury

School staff during the recent Ride 
Leader training course 



Contact Details:  Email Tracy.Aitken@northumberland.gov.uk Telephone 01670 624117

1. Register at Modeshift STARS
2. Book on a STARS training session or arrange a visit from the Travel Plan Team.
3. Complete the Introduction section with information about your school.
4. Set up your working group. 
5. Look at the existing facilities at your school such as cycle storage and parking 

spaces and complete your site audit.
6. Complete your pupils hands up survey, staff surveys and set your targets.
7. Go through the Initiatives Guide and see what has already been delivered and 

what you would like to deliver in the coming year- discuss with the rest of the 
staff.

8. Use the Accreditation Progress tab to see what else you need to complete.
9. Look at the resources section for inspiration and ideas.

10. Remember we are here to help, don’t hesitate to ask.

Has your school started working towards STARS 
accreditation yet? 
Achieving bronze is easier than you think and once 
completed you will have a travel plan which meets 
national standards.  
First task is to decide who will be your school travel  
champion then follow these 10 easy steps to get your 
school started with STARS.

How to get started with STARS 
10 Easy Steps
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STARS accreditation 
Well done to those schools who achieved 
Modeshift STARS accreditation last term: 
Barndale House School, Morpeth First 
School, Stannington First School and 
Hexham Priory SEND School who all 
achieved bronze accreditation, also  
Allendale Primary and Hareside Primary in 
Cramlington who were awarded gold 
accreditation a huge well done to all.

Hands up Survey Winner
Also thank you to schools who completed their 
annual hands up survey this term, in line with local 
authorities across the country we this collect data 
to monitor how pupils are travelling to school and 
also inform other areas of our work. We really 
appreciate schools completing the annual surveys 
and hold a prize draw as a thank you for taking 
part, this years winning school is  Glendale Middle 
School who will receive £250.

Dates for your diary 
Sustrans Big Pedal 22 April - 5 May 
Walk to School Week 18-22 May
Bike Week 6-14 June
Clean Air Day 18 June
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https://www.modeshiftstars.org/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/uk-wide/sustrans-big-pedal
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/products-and-services/projects/walk-to-school-week
https://www.cyclinguk.org/bikeweek
https://www.cleanairday.org.uk/

