
The northumberland School Readiness Passport
Completing the Checker for Reception

The Steps to School Readiness Checker is completed for each child during the months of their 
birthday and half birthday from the time they are uploaded onto The Passport.  

At points of transition, settings will have up to 4 weeks to edit the child’s last checker. The 
majority of assessments will not need to be edited. However, it may be that a child’s checker 
does need to be reviewed to clearly show whether they are ‘on track’ or ‘not on track’ at the time 
of their baseline assessment. 

The checker statements have been designed to enable even the youngest child in the year to 
achieve a ‘Good Level of Development’ (GLD) in the summer term of Reception. Therefore, if a 
child is ‘on track’ at the 4 ½ year old checker (54 months), they will be on track to achieve a 
GLD.

When a child reaches their birthday or half birthday during the Reception year, they will either be 
turning 4 ½ or 5 years old. If a child has already turned 5, e.g. a child born on 1st September, 
the 4 ½ year old checker (54 months) will be opened. If all checker statements are ticked, the 
child will be reported as ‘on track’. The child will remain ‘on track’ for the remainder of the year. 
As the child has been recorded as ‘on track’ for 4 ½ years old, the 5 year old checker will be 
generated. This will only happen if all the 4 ½ year old statements are ticked. If the child is 
recorded as having any of these statements, they will be on track to exceed the Early Learning 
Goals in the selected areas of learning.  

In the autumn and spring terms the checker statements will be generated for children. Therefore 
all children will have a baseline checker (which will have been reviewed) and a midpoint checker 
(during their birthday month or half birthday month). After 31st March, no further checkers will be 
generated. This is because the summer term is about to begin, therefore all teachers should be 
preparing to assess against the Early Learning Goals. 

If you have any questions about completing the checker for children in the Reception year 
please contact the Early Years Team via email at: info.schoolready@northumberland.gov.uk


