
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAO:  Senior Leadership Team members                Your Ref:  ES/RT/JK 
               & Network Managers from large                       Our Ref:   
              secondary schools/academies                 enquiries to:   Richard Taylor  

                                                 Direct Line:  01670 624705 
                                                                                                       email:   richard.taylor@northumberland.gov.uk 

                                                                  date:   7th October 2019  
 
 
Invitation to attend an exercise in dealing with a major cyber security incident 
Tuesday 19th November 2019 
1.00pm - 4.30pm 
Venue tbc - south-east or central Northumberland 
  

Dear Colleague 

In a report published last month, the National Cyber Security Centre highlighted the results of a 
cyber security audit of 430 schools across the UK.  
 
Of the schools polled, 83% said they had experienced at least one type of cyber security incident 
and 97% said that losing access to network-connected IT services would cause considerable 
disruption.  Only 44% of schools included core IT services in their risk register and less than half 
of schools (49%) were confident that they would be adequately prepared in the event of a cyber 
attack. 
 
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/blog-post/cyber-security-going-back-to-school 
 
The Local Authority will be running an exercise devised in conjunction with specialist officers 
from the North East Special Operations Unit.  https://www.nersou.org.uk/ 
 
The exercise is designed to help schools and academies rehearse, test and practice their 
internal and external response to a significant cyber incident, to identify and begin to address 
any weaknesses in their response, and obtain detailed advice on recovering from and improving 
resilience to a cyber attack.  
 
Key individuals from NCC and other organisations who can assist schools and academies deal 
with cyber incidents will be in attendance.  
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To book places, please contact Julie Keenlyside  julie.keenlyside@northumberland.gov.uk  with 
the names of the members of staff who will be attending  by Friday 25th October.   This will 
allow us to sufficient time to book a suitable venue.  There is no charge for attending this event. 
 
N.B. Please note that it is a requirement of the exercise that  at least one person attending 
from each organisation is a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 Richard Taylor 
 ICT & e-learning Adviser 
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