
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Consultation and Participation - Celebrating the 

voice  
of the child. 

 
Introduction  
 
In Northumberland the vast majority of children reach Good Levels of Development 
at the end of Reception and exceed the national average, although this is not the 
case for every child.  There are high rates of children benefiting from the early 
education entitlement preparing them for school life.  
 
The aim of this specific consultation activity is to provide children with an opportunity 
to let us know if they are ready to learn. We would therefore like to gather directly 
from children if they think they have good health and wellbeing and if they feel happy 
and excited about starting school. 
 
We will be celebrating the voice of the child throughout the week beginning 10th 
June posting on Facebook lots of information on consultation including ideas and 
activities.  We ask that you carry out this specific activity in the week beginning 17th 
June. Timescales for this project are short so we have produced a short child 
interview project using only five simple questions to gather a small amount of data 
from children who will turn 4 before 31st August 2019. For now we will be able to 
draw enough conclusion from this data, however we plan to work on a more in depth 
consultation event to share with you next year in the Summer Term 2020.  
 
For this year the instructions are set out below and we encourage you to please take 
part!  
 
Note: Participation should be about choice – no child should be made to 
participate, even if their doing so means that we can tick a few boxes!  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Why Consult with Children? 
 
Consultation offers children the opportunity to express their own feelings and 
viewpoints  and actively participate in making decisions/ influence things around 
them OR impact on them . It increases children’s sense of ownership and 
responsibility for their environment and community. When children’s ideas, feelings 
and capabilities are treated with respect, their confidence and self esteem grows. 
Starting in the early years children are more likely to continue to participate, join 
school councils and take these skills into employment later. 
 
Involving parents in consultation with children can deepen their understanding of 
their child’s ability to make decisions reducing conflict and increasing respect. 
Discussing opinions and ideas when a child is young can impact later in teenage 
years and reduce conflict between adult and children and increasing respect.  
 
Ofsted require practitioners to evaluate their provision through self evaluation, 
although there is no requirement to formally record this. This should include the 
views of children, along with staff and parents. 
 
56.“Using the setting’s own analysis of its strengths and weaknesses during the inspection  
 Leaders and managers of settings should have an accurate view of the quality of their 
provision and know what to improve. They do not need to produce a written self-evaluation 
but should be prepared to discuss the quality of education and care they provide – and how 
well they meet the needs of the children – with the inspector. Inspectors will consider how 
well leaders and managers evaluate their provision and know how they can improve it or 
maintain its high standards. (Ofsted early years inspection handbook May 2019, No. 180040) 
 
57. The inspector must meet the provider or their representative to discuss how they 
evaluate their practice. Normally, the discussion should be at a point in the inspection that 
gives the inspector enough time to follow up any matters discussed. To test the accuracy of 
the setting’s analysis, the inspector will observe children learning, staff caring and teaching, 
and the safety and suitability of the premises. The inspector will discuss how the provider 
evaluates the quality of its provision, checking whether they take account of the views of 
parents and the progress made by the children to determine what it needs to improve. Early 
years inspection handbook May 2019, No. 180040 16 58. During the inspection, inspectors 
will use the information provided to test whether the provider’s view of the quality of the 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
setting is realistic and to gauge what needs to improve.” (Ofsted early years inspection 
handbook May 2019, No. 180040) 
 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child - In child friendly language. Article 12 - 
You have the right to give your opinion, and for adults to listen and take it seriously.  
 
Article 13 - You have the right to find out things and share what you think with others, 
by talking, drawing, writing or in any other way unless it harms or offends other 
people. 
 
Child interviewing - A short structured interview  
 
For the purpose of this consultation we need you to follow this procedure as close as 
possible. However we hope that the information we have provided you with 
throughout the week helps and you find this opens up free discussion with your 
children at circle time etc. The activity is written in a way that works for us gathering 
the data we need and generally for the groups that we are wanting to be involved. 
However, please consider the needs of the group.  
 

● Identify children in your provision who will be 4 before 31st August 2019 and 
who are going to Reception in September 2019. 

● Highlight the benefits of children's participation with parents and carers so 
they are aware they are taking part. 

● Explain to children why they are taking part and how important their voice is 
tailor that activity to meet the needs and include all children in the age range 

● Help children to understand the questions i.e. Reception might be worded big 
school - you know your children best! 

● Provide a familiar, comfortable environment to carry out the consultation 
where children feel at ease. 

● Identify the best way for your setting to use the consultation question provided 
i.e. 1 to 1 with children or small groups, circle time, stamps, pencils or stickers 
for responses or any other innovative ways you come up with from the 
information we have been sharing (take pictures and share on Facebook). 

● Carry out this specific activity during week beginning 17th June (interview 
sheet below).Keep the results! 

● Complete the google form to return results by 5th July 2019 results available 
by 19th July. 

● Any questions post on our Facebook page. 

https://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf
https://forms.gle/CoseXFNopZtZ3rPTA


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Yes No 

Do you think you 
are healthy? 

  

Do you enjoy 
coming here to 
play and learn? 

  

Do you feel happy 
here? 

  

Is there a grown up 
you like to talk to 
here?  

  

Are you looking 
forward to starting 
Reception? 

  

 
 
 


