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Our Offer for Schools: The Sill and 
Northumberland National Park 

Our experienced learning staff and subject specialists can be booked to run 

sessions on sites in the National Park, and in the excellent teaching facilities 

within The Sill.  

Our programme is flexible, and this is a small sample of what we can offer. 

Some sessions are best booked at certain times of year – please get in touch 

for more details.  

 

 

Sill Story Time: The Wild Woods 

 Suitable for: Early Years, R, yr. 1, SEND 

 Communication, Art and Design 

 Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes 

 Max number of pupils: 30 

 Cost: £70 
 
Working with a member of the learning 

team, children will listen to a story, 

brought to life with objects and costume. 

They will then take part in a nature walk and create a piece of art to take away, 

inspired by the habitats and landscape they have learned about. 

This session can take place in The Sill building and the surrounding grounds, or 

outdoors at Walltown. 
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This is Your Landscape 

 Suitable for: All 

 Geography, History, Science 

 Duration: 20 minutes (in school) 

 Max number of pupils: whole 
school 

 Cost: FREE 
 
1100km of paths… 424 scheduled ancient monuments…. endangered species… 

unique plants… How much do you know about Northumberland? 

What is a National Park? Why are they, and Northumberland in particular, so 

special? In this interactive assembly, pupils will get the chance to find out 

about the unique qualities of Northumberland National Park, and discover how 

and why we protect the area. 

This is a great introduction to the possibilities for outdoor learning in the area 

– habitats, geology, history, culture, and more – and a chance to discover more 

about the amazing local landscape.  

 

 

The Sill Building Tour 

 Suitable for: All 

 Geography, History, Science 

 Duration: 30 minutes 

 Max number of pupils: 30 

 Cost: £30 
 
Take a tour of The Sill and find out all about the building – how it was designed 
and built, which plants grow on the living roof, and what makes it so unique. 
Learn about the role landscape plays in our lives; how it influences us, how we 
influence it, and how it inspired us to get active and be creative. 
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Astro Explorers 

 Suitable for: KS1 - 4 

 Science 

 Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes (at The 
Sill) 

 Max number of pupils: 60  

 Cost: £70  
 
Join Ace of Space Astronomy for a fun and engaging workshop exploring the 
cosmos. Starting within our own solar system, pupils will explore the planets 
and some of the satellites, before heading out into deep space to rendezvous 
with the stars. Students will also learn about light pollution, and 
Northumberland National Park’s International Dark Skies Park status. 
 
This session is available to book during the day and in the evening for guests at 
the YHA. For evening bookings, there will be the opportunity to do some 
stargazing outside (weather permitting). 
 

Art in the Park  

 Suitable for: KS1 - 3 

 Art, Science, Geography 

 Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes (at The Sill/on 
site) 

 Max number of pupils: 30 

 Cost: £80 
 
Led by a member of the learning team, pupils will find out about artists who 
have been inspired by the natural world, such as Andy Goldsworthy and Mary 
Ann Rogers. We will discuss the different landscapes and habitats of the 
National Park, and pupils will create some art of their own, based on the 
traditional Japanese printing method of Gyotaku. 
 
This session can be led in The Sill or at a site in the National Park, where pupils 
can get creative and be inspired by what they can see around them to create 
their own pieces of art. 
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Nature Detectives  
 

 Suitable for: KS1 - 3 

 Science, Geography 

 Duration: 2 hours (at Walltown)  

 Max number of pupils: 30 

 Cost: £100 
 
This session is designed to give pupils an overview of some of the different 

habitats that can be found in the National Park, and how we protect them. 

Taking place on site at Walltown Country Park, pupils can safely explore three 

different types of habitat – woodland, pond and meadow. 

This is a hands-on activity where children look for and see close up the 

invertebrates as well as the reptiles, birds and mammals that live in each of 

these habitats, and understand how these creatures are adapted to live there. 

The session will be led by two of our Rangers with activities including pond 

dipping, sweep netting and mini beast hunt. 

 

River Investigation – two part session  

 Suitable for: KS2 

 Science, Geography, History 

 Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes (in The Sill/school) plus up to a full day out on 
site 

 Max number of pupils: 30 

 Cost: £70 for session in The Sill/school. £160 for full day out on site 
 
Session in The Sill/school: Pupils will learn about the River Breamish from 

source to sea through a variety of practical activities. 

Session at the River Breamish: Explore the river and the surrounding areas, 

investigate the river’s characteristics, discover the animals that live beneath 

the surface and understand how it has shaped the landscape over time. 
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Investigate Pre History – two part session  

 Suitable for: KS2 

 Science, Geography, History 

 Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes (in The Sill/school) plus up to a full day out on 
site 

 Max number of pupils: 60 * 

 Cost: £70 for session in The Sill. £190 for full day out on site 
 

Session in The Sill./school:  Pupils will look at objects from each Age and begin 

to understand changes in technology and way of life over time. This will 

include an introduction to the site at Lordenshaws, and information about how 

archaeologists find out about life in the past. 

Session at Lordenshaws: Pupils can explore Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron 

Age remains. This session is led by staff in costume from Ancient Britain. As this 

is an outdoor site, this session can be weather dependent. However, we can 

make arrangements for it to be delivered at The Sill in case of bad weather. 

*For more than 30 pupils, the session led in school/in The Sill will be two                                       

shorter sessions of 45 minutes each. 

 

Nocturnal Wildlife  

 Suitable for: Early years, KS1, KS2 

 Science 

 Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes (at The Sill) 

 Max number of pupils: 30 

 Cost: £90 
 
Northumberland is the largest designated Dark Skies Park in Europe. Pupils will 
find out about Northumberland when its dark, and discover which animals 
come out at night. Then, staff from For Paws Animal Shows will introduce the 
children to various nocturnal and diurnal animals and insects from around the 
world, with opportunities to hold the animals while finding out about their 
adaptations.  Please visit www.forpawsanimalshows.co.uk to find out more 
about the animals the children will see. 
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Discover the Wall: Guided Walk 
 

 Suitable for: KS1 - 5 

 History, Geography 
 Duration/distance:  Approximately 

90 minutes. Approximately 2 miles   

 Max number of pupils: 30 

 Cost: £35 

Take a walk from The Sill with one of our experienced guides, to be immersed 

in the landscape and find out about the historical features in the area. The 

route follows the line of the Vallum – the series of Roman ditches and mounds 

that lie just south of Hadrian’s Wall – leading on to Sycamore Gap, the famous 

tree that stands in a dramatic dip on Hadrian’s Wall. The walk will also include 

a stop at Milecastle 39, also known as Castle Nick, to find out about the Roman 

occupation of the site and take in the dramatic views of the surrounding 

landscape. 

 

Farm Visits 

 Suitable for: KS1 - 5 

 Cross curricular 

 Duration: 2 hours 

 Max number of pupils: 30 

 Cost: FREE ( small admin charge applies) 
 

Take a trip to a farm in the National Park! Farms that have signed up to the 

Educational Access Programme with Natural England can open their doors to 

educational groups. What you will see will vary depending on which site you 

visit, but topics typically include food production, crop management, care of 

animals, and environmental conservation. 

Northumberland National Park can liaise with the farm to arrange these visits, 

and can provide the relevant information from the farm such as risk 

assessments, directions, and activity information. 
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Geology Rocks! 

 Suitable for: KS2 

 Science, Geography 

 Duration: 1 hour 30 
minutes (in The Sill/school) 

 Max number of pupils: 30 

 Cost: £70 
 
What are rocks? Are they all the same? This interactive session introduces 
pupils to the geology of the north east, using maps and a variety of rock 
samples. Pupils will learn how to categorise rocks and understand how rocks 
are formed. The session also includes a field sketching activity, looking at how 
the landscape has been shaped and changed over time. 
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