
Newsletter 4 March 2019 
 
Hello and welcome to the March 2019 newsletter, full of the latest announcements and news 
items. 
 
During February I've been finalising 'Forecasting Your School's Funding'; at the time of writing 
we are waiting for a second author proof, after making some adjustments to the cover. If all is 
well, we will be publishing it some time this week (it takes 72 hours after pressing 'Publish', so 
we have to be patient!). It's been good to hear that some of you are keen to get your hands on 
it. I'll send a quick email when it's available. 
 
I've also been Tweeting about the school funding petition, started by a headteacher in 
Gateshead, which has now achieved over 103,000 signatures. It will be debated on Monday 4th 
March at 4.30 in Westminster Hall. 
 
So, on to the news... 
  
Government announcements 
  
Academy trust financial management good practice guides - 1 March 
ESFA has produced new good practice guides with input from experienced practitioners from a 
working group of the Academies Finance and Assurance Steering Group. The advice has been 
slightly overshadowed by media coverage of the suggestion that schools should monitor printer 
logs to crack down on staff who are “exceptionally high users of colour printing”. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/academy-trust-financial-management-good-practic
e-guides 
 
School Financial Value Standard 2019 to 2020 - 28 February 
DfE has produced the new standard (SFVS) for LA maintained schools, comprising a checklist, 
dashboard and associated guidance. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-financial-value-standard-sfvs 
  
Early Years Providers Cost Study - 28 February 
DfE has published research into the costs and funding of early education and childcare. The 
report is based on a small sample of only 120 providers. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-providers-cost-study-2018 
There is a separate report by the same research team, focusing on Maintained Nursery 
Schools, which were omitted from the original research prior to decisions on the Early Years 
National Funding Formula: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fi
le/782568/RPT_Frontier_Economics_MNS_Report.pdf 
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Children and Families Minister announces new early years funding - 28 
February 
Nadhim Zahawi has announced an extra £24m will be paid to LAs with Maintained Nursery 
Schools to enable Supplementary Funding to be continued into 2020/21. There is some 
confusion around the effective dates - the link below says it guarantees funding for the whole of 
the 2020/21 academic year, but Tes reported it was to the end of the 2019/20 academic year. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/children-and-families-minister-announces-new-early-
years-funding 
 
PE & Sport grant updated allocations - 27 February 
Allocations of the grant for 2018/19 have been updated to include newly eligible schools. 
https://skillsfunding.service.gov.uk/pe-sport-premium/2018-2019/search-premium-allocation 
 
Academy GAG statements - 27 February 
ESFA is starting to upload 2019/20 funding allocations for academies - they can be accessed 
from the Information Exchange. 
 
Free School Meals supplementary grant - 26 February 
DfE has updated this page for conditions of grant and allocations for 2018/19. They are 
providing funding for extra eligibility due to Universal Credit protections, to compensate for 
lagged funding. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-supplementary-grant-2018-to-20
19 
 
Governance leadership and clerking development programmes - 26 February 
DfE has updated the guidance for these programmes - funding is available, so do take a look if 
your governors or clerk have training needs.  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-governors-professional-development 
 
More than 100 rural schools to get gigabit speed broadband - 26 February 
A £3m pilot programme has been announced to connect primary schools in rural areas. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/more-than-100-rural-schools-to-get-gigabit-speed-broadb
and 
 
Spending of the Department of Education - 25 February 
The House of Commons Library has published a comprehensive report on school funding, with 
links to key documents. It supported the Estimates Day Debate on 26 February which was 
televised live. 
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CDP-2019-0054 
The Hansard record of the debate can be found at the following link: 
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-01-25/debates/712F4619-60FE-4212-A34F-7EB9
140982E2/SchoolFunding 
 
NAAS early adopter grants - 21 February 
Details have been published of how much funding early adopters are getting for testing phase 1 
and phase 2 of the National Assessment and Accreditation System. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/naas-early-adopters-grants 
 
Update to guidance on place funding for special free schools - 20 February 
DfE has updated the guidance on place funding for special free schools from 2019 to 2020 to 
reflect a change in approach. It explains how these schools will be included in the place change 
notification process and high needs NFF, and what local authorities should consider for 2019 to 
2020. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-needs-funding-arrangements-2019-to-2020 
 
16 to 19 revenue funding allocation statements for 2019 to 2020 - 20 February 
ESFA has started to upload 16 to 19 funding statements for 2019/20 - they can be accessed 
from the Information Exchange. 
 
Year 7 literacy and numeracy catch-up premium: 2018 to 2019 - 18 February 
DfE has published conditions of grant and allocations for the current financial year for the Y7 
catch-up premium. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/year-7-literacy-and-numeracy-catch-up-premium-2
018-to-2019 
 
School improvement support for RI schools - 14 February 
A table has been added to the page published in December, showing the eligibility criteria for 
support and the tiers of support available to schools. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-improvement-support-for-the-2018-to-2019-academic-year 
 
16 to 19 funding: maths and English condition of funding - 13 February 
A technical change has been made to the Condition of Funding arrangements for Post 16 
relating to levels 2 and 3. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-maths-and-english-condition-of-funding 
 
School Switch website - 13 February 
In case you missed it, here is the comparison website for energy: 
https://schoolswitch.crowncommercial.gov.uk/ 
  
SEN inquiry evidence session - local authorities 
Parliament UK website 12 February 
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Local authorities gave evidence to the Education Committee on the tensions between their 
statutory responsibilities, the funding situation and school autonomy. The next evidence session 
is on 5 March, with a focus on health and therapy support for pupils with SEND. 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/education-co
mmittee/inquiries/parliament-2017/special-educational-needs-and-disability-inquiry-17-19/ 
 
Schemes for Financing Schools guidance - 5 February 
DfE has published a new edition of Scheme guidance for LAs to reflect updates to policy and 
legislation. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schemes-for-financing-schools 
  
In the News 
 
Here are some news items from the last month. Some Tes items need a sign up to view the full 
article, but it's free. 
 
Church schools hit by related-party transaction rules 
Schools Week 1 March 
Talks are ongoing to address a problem that could cause an additional burden for diocesan 
academies. This article explains that all academy trusts with church schools in the same 
diocese will be classed as related parties – and will have to declare any transactions. 
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/church-schools-hit-by-related-party-transaction-rules/ 
 
Information about the  DfE’s ‘SEN Futures’ initiative 
Special Schools Voice.org 1 March 
Information has been published about the first two elements of the Department's flagship 
programme of research and analysis into provision for pupils with SEND. 
http://specialschoolsvoice.org/information-about-the-dfes-sen-futures-initiative/ 
  
How reliable is your emergency budget? 
Primary School Management magazine 28 February 
If a sudden drop in revenue necessitates ‘breaking out the emergency budget’, what should that 
mean in practice? Sue Birchall takes a look… 
https://www.primaryleaders.com/school-procurement/financial-systems/how-reliable-is-your-em
ergency-budget 
 
Ministers investigating ‘perverse incentives’ in high needs funding 
Schools Week 26 February 
Anne Milton, the skills minister, told a debate in the House of Commons that ministers are 
“looking at” problems with the way schools receive money for pupils with special educational 
needs and disabilities, including a requirement than schools fund the first £6,000 of additional 
provision themselves. 
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https://schoolsweek.co.uk/ministers-investigating-perverse-incentives-in-high-needs-funding/ 
 
Management Accounts 
ISBL blog 26 February 
It’s an AFH requirement to produce monthly management accounts, to be shared with the Chair 
of Trustees each month and the rest of the Board six times a year. But what to include? Sarah 
Chambers provides some advice on the ISBL blog. 
https://isbl.org.uk/Blog/Management-accounts.aspx 
 
Teachers' Pension Scheme contribution update 
Teachers' Pensions website 27 February 
It has been confirmed that the employer contribution rate will increase to 23.68% of contributory 
pay with effect from 1 September 2019 (this includes the administration levy of 0.08%). 
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/news/employers/2019/02/valuation-of-the-teachers-pension
-scheme.aspx 
 
Where have the pupils in mainstream schools with education, health and care 
plans gone? 
FFT Education Data Lab website 27 February 
Fischer Family Trust (FFT) has published an analysis of trends in the provision attended by 
pupils with SEND, showing the rise in the number educated in special schools. It poses the 
question of how the rise in population can be catered for. 
https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2019/02/where-have-the-pupils-in-mainstream-schools-with-ed
ucation-health-and-care-plans-gone/ 
 
Hinds’ academies vision threatened by 'catastrophic' fall in new sponsors 
Tes 22 February 
The number of applications to sponsor academies fell by 40 per cent over the past two 
academic years, from 161 in 2016-17 to 97 in 2017-18. The number of applications approved 
fell by more than 50 per cent – from 115 to 56. 
https://www.tes.com/news/exclusive-hinds-academies-vision-threatened-catastrophic-fall-new-s
ponsors 
 
Re-focus pupil premium on teacher retention and CPD, say MPs 
Schools Week 21 February 
The all-party parliamentary group on social mobility has warned that “substantial amounts” of 
pupil premium money is being spent on intervention strategies which may not be effective, such 
as employing teaching assistants. It says that instead, the money should be “better targeted” to 
help close the attainment gap between poorer pupils and their peers, 
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/re-focus-pupil-premium-on-teacher-retention-and-cpd-say-mps/ 
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Take PE and sports premium cash off schools that misspend it, urges new 
report 
Schools Week 19 February 
The All-Party Parliamentary Group on a Fit and Healthy Childhood has recommended that 
Ofsted scrutinises every school’s PE and sports premium record of “spend, impact and 
sustainability” and that money should be clawed back if it is misspent. 
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/take-pe-and-sports-premium-cash-off-schools-that-misspend-it-urges-
new-report/ 
  
State of Local Government Finance Survey 
LGIU.org.uk  14 February 
In a recent survey, Children’s Services/Education was named as the top immediate pressure for 
upper tier councils, and within this, SEND was a significant factor. The report shows how local 
authorities are responding to the pressures. 
https://www.lgiu.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/LGIUMJ-State-of-Local-Government-Finan
ce-Survey-2019.pdf 
  
Giving schools enough money to 'make ends meet' to be debated by MPs 
Tes 13 February 
A debate on school funding is set to take place in Parliament on 4 March at 4.30 pm after a 
petition started by schools in Gateshead has attracted over 103,000 signatures (at the time of 
writing). 
https://www.tes.com/news/giving-schools-enough-money-make-ends-meet-be-debated-mps 
The debate was granted when only 70,000 signatures were secured, and the Petitions 
Committee did not accept the DfE's initial response. 
  
Centralisation and Autonomy in Multi Academy Trusts 
PS Financials 13 February 
This white paper explores whether an appropriate balance can be struck between centralisation 
and autonomy in MATs to create a new hybrid model. 
https://psfinancials.com/checksandbalance/ 
 
DfE won't say why property boss missed target and got £20K-£35K bonus 
Tes 11 February 
The boss of the LocatEd property company set up by the Department for Education to secure 
free-school sites received a five-figure bonus last year, even though the organisation missed 
one of its key targets. 
https://www.tes.com/news/exclusive-dfe-wont-say-why-property-boss-missed-target-and-got-ps
20k-ps35k-bonus 
 
More than half of grammar school expansion bids failed 
Tes 11 February 
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Just 16 out of 41 applicants were successful in their bids to create additional places under the 
government’s selective schools expansion fund last year. Applications to the second round of 
the selective schools expansion fund will be open for 10 weeks, closing 23 April. 
https://www.tes.com/news/more-half-grammar-school-expansion-bids-failed 
 
Integrated Curriculum-led Financial Planning 
Sec Ed 6 February 
ICFP is not a new concept, but is becoming more popular. Julia Harnden explains why, and 
what it can do for you. 
http://www.sec-ed.co.uk/best-practice/integrated-curriculum-financial-planning/ 
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