
What the PRU Provides 

Northumberland Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) exists to enable children whose behaviour causes them to 
experience problems in mainstream schools to achieve the very best outcomes possible. The 
intervention of the PRU has a number of quantifiable benefits for pupils and their families, schools and 
the local authority. Apart from the obvious short term benefits to children of being able to continue their 
education without disrupting their mainstream school classes, schools benefit from detailed assessment 
of and support with managing a child’s behaviour. 

There are clearly many factors that prevent some children from coping with the expectations and 
challenges of school. While mainstream schools are able to support children with a wide range of needs 
and often have remarkably flexible ways of helping children, few schools have the resources to cope with 
prolonged, seriously disruptive or challenging behaviour. Even when the causes of this behaviour are 
identifiable, it is often difficult to provide support. The PRU is able to work intensively with children over a 
notional 20 week period, helping them to understand why they experience problems and offering them 
strategies to change their behaviour.  

Northumberland PRU is a resource available to commissioners to assist them in supporting children with 
behaviour which disrupts their learning and that of others. Younger and more vulnerable children are 
taught separately in a purpose-built nurture unit with specially-trained teaching staff. This offers an 
exceptionally high level of support to children with complex needs and often quite extreme behaviour. 
Other children are taught in small groups by specialist teachers and support staff, using the National 
Curriculum; the emphasis is upon blending support with appropriate challenge. 

Some pupils enter the PRU with exceptionally complex needs, and are unlikely to be able to return to a 
school without additional support. In these cases the PRU is able to prepare detailed reports exploring 
aspects of the child’s educational and social needs, together with details of strategies and approaches 
that have been shown to work in helping to manage behaviour.  


