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Information for Governing Bodies: 

 

Governors may be aware that a new requirement to check that new Governors are not subject to a Section 
128 barring directive from the Teaching Regulation Agency was introduced from 3 September 2018. 

These barring directives are not in respect of safeguarding issues as the “Barred List” that replaced the 
POCA and POVA lists are still restricted to those people working with children and adults and undertaking 
regulated activity.  Instead these barring directives are in respect of individuals who have been barred from 
working in management positions in independent schools.  

The barring directive in this case would only prevent employment or governance in independent schools but 
would have to be taken into account for any such position in a maintained school bearing in mind that 
Governance is a management function. 

While this new check is not part of the DBS check as the “Barred List” check is; any Governors appointed 
through the Northumberland County Council service will be checked against the Teaching Regulation 
Agency  list of individuals.  The list contains the names of individuals who have been barred from taking 
part in the management of any independent school (including academies and free schools), under the 
terms of a direction made by the Secretary of State for Education.  Schools will need to record that this 
new statutory check has been undertaken on the single central record.  

There are currently only two names on this list and neither appear to be Governors within Northumberland. 
All appointments since September 2018 will be checked and all future appointments will also be checked. 

In order for these checks to take place Governors will need to complete their green declarations forms and 
their DBS forms or on-line application in a timely manner so that all of the required checks can be 
undertaken within a reasonable timescale in the first few weeks of appointment.   I am aware that we do 
have a number of forms outstanding and will have to start to pursue these through the Chairs if they are not 
received. 

 

Many Thanks 

 

  

Sandra Hunter 
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