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Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Results in Northumberland, 2018 

 

The percentage of children in Northumberland achieving a good level of 
development continues to be above the England average. 

 
In Northumberland, 74.9% of children achieved a good level of development, maintaining            
the result of 2017. Northumberland continues to achieve above the England average (see             1

Figure A). 
 
A small increase of 0.2% was made with 74.0% of children in Northumberland achieving at               
least the expected level across all 17 early learning goals  
 
The average point score was maintained at 35.9. 
 

 
 
Girls continue to do better than boys, and despite the gender gap closing in 2017, 
it has increased again in 2018 in all three key measures. 

 
In Northumberland, the gender gap for the percentage of children achieving a good level of               
development has increased from 9.6% in 2017 to 14.8% in 2018. Despite the increase, it               
continues the downward trend, having reduced by 0.7% from 2016. The percentage of             
boys achieving a good level of development decreased by 2.5% in 2018 compared to              
2017. In contrast, the percentage of girls achieving a good level of development increased              
in 2018 by 2.7%. 
 
Similarly, the gap for the percentage of children achieving at least the expected level in all                
17 early learning goals increased from 10.1% in 2017 to 15.7% in 2018.  

1 EYFS Profile 2018 national data not yet available for comparison 
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The gap in the average total point score increased by 0.3 points in 2018 compared to 2017                 
to 2.7 points. 
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1. Key measures (Table 1)  2

Results for all three key measures have been maintained from 2017. 

Figure C: EYFSP key measures 
Northumberland, 2015-2018 

  

 2015 2016 2017 2018 
% achieving good 
level of development 64.9 73.4 74.9 74.9 
% achieving at least 
expected in all 17 
early learning goals 63.6 71.7 73.8 74.0 
Average total points 
score 34.9 35.7 35.9 35.9 
 

2. Early learning goals (Tables 2a and 2b)  3

The percentage of children achieving at least the expected level within each of the 17 early                
learning goals has decreased marginally compared with 2017 results. However,          
performance does vary between each goal and in numbers, shape, space and measures,             
technology, and exploring and using media and materials there has been a small             
improvement in results. 

Reading, writing and numbers continue to be the three goals with the lowest percentage              
achieving the expected level or above. Children are most likely to achieve the early              
learning goal in technology with 96.7% of children in Northumberland achieving this early             
learning goal. 

2 Definition: Good level of development  
Children achieving a good level of development are those achieving at least the expected level within the following areas of learning:                     
communication and language; physical development; personal, social and emotional development; literacy; and mathematics. This              
includes 1–12 in Figures D and E. 
 
3 Definition: Prime and specific areas of learning 
The three prime areas are communication and language, physical development and personal, social and emotional development. The                 
profile and EYFS have a stronger emphasis on the three prime areas, which are most essential for children’s healthy development and                     
are the basis for successful learning in the other four specific areas. The specific areas of learning are literacy, mathematics,                    
understanding the world and expressive arts and design.  
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3. Key measures by gender (Table 1) 

Girls continue to perform better than boys in all key measures. For instance, in 2018,               
82.5% of girls achieved at least the expected level in all early learning goals compared to                
67.7% of boys. 
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Figures F1-F3: Key measures by gender 
Northumberland, 2015 to 2018 
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Despite a significant decrease in the gender gap in 2017, the gender gap increased in               
2018 in all key measures. For instance, the gap for the percentage achieving at least the                
expected level in all early learning goals increased from 10.1ppts in 2017 to 15.7ppts in               
2018. 

Figures G1-G3: Key measures by gender gap (girl minus boys) 
Northumberland, 2015 to 2018 
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4. Early learning goals by gender (Table 2a and 2b) 

Girls continue to perform better than boys in all of the early learning goals. The gender gap                 
for the percentage achieving at least the expected level is largest in writing (13.6ppts),              
reading (12.1ppts), listening and attention (10.4ppts), and managing feelings and          
behaviour (10.4ppts). The gap is the smallest for technology (2.2ppts). 
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The gender gap has increased since 2017 for all early learning goals except for moving               
and handling and exploring and using media and materials where it has decreased. 

5. Gaps for lowest attaining children (Table 3)  4

This section looks at the total average point score, the gap between all children and the                
lowest 20% of attaining children to determine if the gap is narrowing. 

The mean average total point score for the lowest attaining 20% has fallen to 24.7               
compared to 25.1 in the previous year, however it is up from 24.3 in 2015. The percentage                 
inequality gap has risen to 29.3% in 2018 compared to 28.4% in the previous year, and                
from 28.5% in 2015. 

Figure I: Percentage inequality gap 
Northumberland, 2015-2018 

  

 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Median (All Children) 
average total point score 34.0 34.0 35.0 35.0 

Mean (All Children) average 
total point score 34.9 35.7 35.9 35.9 

Mean (Lowest 20%) 
average total point score 24.3 25.6 25.1 24.7 

Percentage inequality gap 28.5 24.8 28.4 29.3 

4 How the percentage inequality gap is calculated 
The gap is calculated as the percentage difference between the mean average of the lowest 20% and the median average for all 
children. 
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6. School partnership variation 

There is significant variation between school partnerships: 
a. The percentage achieving a good level of development varies from 68.4% in Bedlington 
to 87.5% in Ponteland. 
b. The percentage achieving at least the expected level in all learning goals varies from 
66.0% in Bedlington to 85.8% in Ponteland. 
c. The average points score varies from 33.4 points in Ashington to 39.6 points in Hexham.  

Figures J1-J3: EYFSP school partnership performance performance, 2018 
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7. Key measures by pupil characteristics (Table 5) 

The percentage of pupils from black and minority ethnic groups achieving a good level of               
development and achieving at least expected in all 17 early learning goals has increased.              
All SEN pupils have also improved on their 2017 performance increasing the percentage             
achieving a good level of development by 0.7% and increasing the average point score by               
0.5 points Pupils eligible for free schools meals, pupils with English as an additional              
language and summer born pupils did less well than 2017 in all three key measures. 

Pupils from disadvantaged groups in Northumberland continue to do less well across all             
three key measures compared to their peers, except for pupils from black and minority              
ethnic groups who buck the trend and do better than all pupils overall. The good level of                 
development attainment gap has narrowed for all SEN pupils but has increased for pupils              
with English as an additional language, pupils eligible for free school meals and summer              
born pupils. 

Figures K1-K5: Good level of development attainment gap by pupil characteristics           5

Northumberland, 2015 to 2018 

 

5 GLD attainment gap is calculated as follows: Ethnic group - all pupils; EAL - first language English; FSM - Non-FSM; Summer - 
Autumn; All SEN - Non SEN 
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8.  Early learning goals by pupil characteristics (Table 6) 

On the whole, all disadvantaged pupils perform less well than their peers in all of the early                 
learning goals. Black and minority ethnic pupils however, outperform their peers in moving             
and handling (+0.9ppts) and in writing (+0.3ppts). Pupils with English as an additional             
language perform better than their first language English peers in moving and handling             
(+2.5ppts). 
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Figures L1-L5: Early learning goals by pupil characteristics 
Northumberland 2018 
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The attainment gap for the percentage achieving at least the expected level is largest for               
each pupil characteristic as follows: 

● Black and minority ethnic pupils - understanding (4.0ppts), speaking (4.9ppts) and           
people and communities (3.5ppts) 

● Pupils with English as an additional language - speaking (23.0ppts), people and            
communities (21.3ppts) and the world (20.9ppts). 

● Pupils eligible for free school meals - reading (20.5ppts), writing (21.8ppts) and            
number (19.3ppts) 

● Summer born pupils - reading (16.8ppts), writing (18.8ppts) and number (16.5ppts) 
● All pupils identified as having special educational needs - speaking (43.7ppts),           

writing (45.0ppts) and people and communities (41.1ppts) 

The highest percentage achieving at least the expected level for each pupil characteristic             
is seen as follows: 

● Black and minority ethnic pupils - moving and handling (91.4%), technology (95.4%)            
and exploring and using media and materials (91.4%) 

● Pupils with English as an additional language - moving and handling (93.0%),            
Technology (95.3%) and exploring and using media and materials (90.7%) 

● Pupils eligible for free school meals - health and self-care (89.8%), making            
relationships (86.5%) and technology (94.7%) 

● Summer born pupils - health and self-care (90.6%), technology (95.2%) and           
exploring and using media and materials (89.0%) 

● All pupils identified as having special educational needs - health and self-care            
(69.9%), technology (82.1%) and exploring and using media and materials (65.1%) 
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9.  Accompanying tables 

The following tables are available in Google Sheets format and can be found by clicking 
here. 

Table 1:   EYFSP key measures by year and gender 

Table 2a: EYFSP attainment by each early learning goal in the prime areas of learning 

Table 2b: EYFSP attainment by each early learning goal in the specific areas of learning 

Table 3:   EYFSP average total point score distribution  

Table 4:   School partnership variation 

10. Additional tables 

The following tables which provide additional information by pupil characteristics can be 
found by clicking here. 

Table 5: EYFSP key measures by pupil characteristics 

Table 6: EYFSP attainment for each early learning goal by pupil characteristics 

Table 7: EYFSP key measures by IDACI decile of pupil residence 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vgqw73EHMOjqNqHv-JrFff8wbViwDKGW3isRO06MKOY/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gLuH4sjSGF0j-cxyzUVGJAGH1mzE5e-RLypajcg7Sh4/edit#gid=1722628710

