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The Northumberland Early Years Landscape 

Many children in Northumberland spend some time in childcare provision from 3            
months old, over 900 children receive two year funding and many of them do so               
within their local school as well as in the private, voluntary and independent sector.              
The majority of 3 and 4 year olds take up at least 15 hours early education and                 
childcare per week in some kind of provision with very few children not leaving the               
family home until they are 5. 

In order to have the best impact on long term outcomes, the quality of all this                
provision is vital. The quality of two year old provision in particular will be a focus                
within school ofsted inspections. In addition to the environment for the two year old              
being appropriate for the their age and stage, these children and their families need              
to be ready to join their school community and schools need to be ready and               
understand the different learning requirements of this age group. Working with two            
year olds and their family is a great opportunity to engage parents in their child’s               
lifelong learning by emphasising the importance of school starting times, reading and            
playing with children at home, creating good routines and how to develop a child's              
self control and awareness of playing with others.  

From two years old to the time they are 5 and moving into reception should the 
children    have any additional needs or problems that may affect their life chances 
these will be identified early and plans put in place. Children will be working towards 
becoming an independent learners who can communicate their needs and have 
good physical and emotional wellbeing. 

 

What is School Readiness? 

Being school ready describes a child who is well prepared to succeed cognitively,             
socially and emotionally at the point they start the national curriculum on their first              
day of Year 1.  

In Northumberland we recognise that a child’s unique journey to become school            
ready starts at conception and involves health, social care, education and other key             
partners working together with families.  

For a child to be school ready their parents / carers and the school also need to be                  
ready, this involves everyone understanding what a child needs to experience pre            
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starting school, sharing information and together having high aspirations for the           
child. Keeping ‘on track’ in the school readiness journey is everybody's responsibility. 

Children who achieve a ‘good level of development’ (GLD) in the Early Years Profile              
assessment are ready for the National Curriculum in year 1. This is the final target of                
the school readiness journey. Children are defined as having reached a GLD at the              
end of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) if they have achieved at least the               
expected standard in the early learning goals, the prime areas of learning (personal,             
social and emotional development, physical development and communication and         
language) and in the specific areas of mathematics and literacy. It is expected that              
all children in Northumberland achieve a GLD by the end of the Foundation Stage,              
unless they have a special educational need or disability (SEND) which prevents            
gaining this milestone. 

Universal services ensure children are meeting developmental milestones and any          
delay is identified early with appropriate support and strategies put in place.  

 

The EYFS Tracking and Transition Passport: supporting the school readiness 
journey (link available september 2018) 

As a result of a large consultation process that took part across Northumberland in              
summer 2016 we have developed and introduced an ‘EYFS Tracking and           
Transition Passport: supporting the school readiness journey’. This passport         
provides direction and clarity on some key indicators/milestones each child is           
expected to meet. It encourages a joined up pathway for providers and schools in              
preparing for the child’s transition into school/reception. The need for a passport            
came out of the readiness for school consultation events and task and finish groups              
held in 2016. Everyone involved, including parents, felt that a more joined up             
approach that involved all parents in their child's learning would improve school            
readiness.  

Ensuring children are school ready is a priority for all parents and professionals              
across Health, Social Care and Education in Northumberland. The higher the quality            
of experiences a child has in the foundation stage of life, the more likely they are to                 
reach their full potential going through school and into adulthood. It is vitally             
important to identify any difficulties or delay young children have as early as possible              
so that the children receive early interventions and support catch up with their peers. 
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Early Education and Childcare - Supporting the School Readiness Journey 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) provides the foundations for all future learning             
and teaching to build upon, the stronger the foundations the greater the impact on lifelong               
learning.  

Northumberland County Councils Early Years Team provides support and challenge to all            
providers delivering the EYFS. This includes leadership and management, early years           
practice, preparation for Ofsted and post inspection support. The team support practitioners            
in accurately assessing a child’s starting point and planning appropriately to maximise            
individual development. The team provides training and continuous professional         
development for early years practitioners and access to learning networks.  

At 24-36 months all children accessing childcare or early learning outside of the home will               
have an Early Years Foundation Stage Progress Check. Where possible this will be             
integrated with the Health Visitor, Learning and Development Health Review by physically            
doing them together at the same time. However in most occasions they are done separately               
with the early years progress check being forwarded to the child’s named health visitor if               
there are any concerns. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g60ZjLf6jAStb3wP7OGpmn2FEd1Q4XG5ye5X4NLy_f
c/edit 

Eligible two year olds will also receive 15 hours targeted support in a high quality early years                 
setting /school to ensure they are experiencing good play opportunities and socialising with             
other children and be on track to achieving a good level of development at the end of the                  
foundation stage. 

All 3 and 4 year olds are entitled to 15 hours of free education delivered within the EYFS                  
with some children are also entitled to receive additional early years pupil premium funding              
(EYPP). This offers an opportunity to provide individualised, targeted support so that children             
make additional progress. As from September 2017 the Government extend the universal            
free  entitlement for eligible 3 and 4 year olds  to 30 hours.  

Preschool experiences that have a balance of both child and adult initiated play and involve               
and include parents and carers in planning and assessment are most effective. A child’s              
learning and development must be continually assessed and tracked with information           
transferred when a child changes provision. This enables practitioners to build on the child’s              
knowledge, previous experience and understanding to enable them to plan and ensure a             
child is making at least good progress.  
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By attending high quality provision in a school, early years or childcare setting children will               
develop friendships and socialise with their peers, discover a love of stories, singing,             
painting and drawing. They will learn key skills through cooperative play, develop creative             
thinking and extend their language and self help skills. All part of being school ready.  

 

 

Health Care- Supporting the School Readiness Journey 

Promoting “school readiness” includes working in partnership to improve the speech,           
communication and language of babies and toddlers and working with parents to improve             
the home learning environment. This includes reviewing the health and development of            
children and involving the family in promoting optimum health and development of children. 

Children are assessed from birth as part of a Universal Offer 

At  2 ½ years checks include:  

- A review with parents of the child’s social, emotional, behavioural and language            
development using ASQ 3;  

- A response to any parental concerns about physical health, growth, development,           
hearing and vision;  

- An offer of guidance to parents on behaviour management and an opportunity to             
share concerns; 

- An offer of parent information on what to do if worried about their child; 

- Promotion of language development;  

- Encouragement and support to take up early years education;  

- Health information and guidance;  

- A review of immunisation status;  

- An offer of advice on nutrition and physical activity for the family;  

- Raising awareness of dental care, accident prevention, sleep management, toilet          
training and sources of parenting advice and family information;  

This review should be integrated with the EYFS two year old summary from 2015 as               
appropriate to the needs of children and families. (HV Service Specification 2014) 

The commissioning of public health services (health visiting and school nursing) by the Local              
Authority means that the majority of families will be supported under the Healthy Child              
Programme (HCP) as the core universal offer. The HCP is every parent’s entitlement to              

 

5 NCC Readiness for School – February 2018 

 



 

services. Sure Start Children’s Centres (SSCC) will offer some universal provision and will             
signpost to other early years services, but the focus will be on families that need additional                
support. Families needing greater support will be identified through these universal services            
and referred accordingly to their local children’s centre as outlined in the Early Help strategy.               
This is underpinned by the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with health visiting and             
monitored through the health visiting data matrix which is analysed in SSCC locality multi              
agency teams. 

Social Care and Early Help - Supporting the School Readiness Journey  

The Universal Children’s Centre (SSCC) offer in partnership with the Healthy Child            
Programme includes aspects of work on- 

Attachment 

Bonding 

Child Development 

Weaning 

Safety and accident prevention 

Dental hygiene 

Speech, language and communication 

Early Years Entitlement 

Supporting Parents to be their child’s first educator in SSCCs 

Learning Together Through Play drop in sessions  

Bookstart (free books for children) 

The Early Years Entitlement (EYE) to early education for 2, 3 and 4 year olds 

Adult and Family Learning Courses 

Parenting Courses 

One stop shop and Information Advice and Guidance (IAG)    services 

Child Safety campaigns and information 

Activities and Events throughout the year 
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Early Help- Supporting the School Readiness Journey  

Early Help is intervening early and as soon as possible to tackle problems emerging              
for children, young people and their families, or with a population most at risk of               
developing problems. This has also been called Early Intervention. 

Early Help is about offering help to children and families before any problems are              
apparent and in providing help when low level problems emerge. It refers to both              
help in the early years of a child or young person’s life (including pre-natal              
interventions) and early in the emergence of a problem at any stage in their lives. 

This strategy refers to the Northumberland Safeguarding Children Board (NSCB)          
‘Thresholds for intervention and continuum of need’. This is the way in which all              
partner agencies have agreed to understand and organise how their services will            
work together and at what point in a child’s journey they will act to offer help and                 
protection. It also links with the Neglect Strategy. 

Added to this is the pilot of a locality hub approach whereby all referrals are               
screened through a multi-agency arrangement and a lead agency agreed to           
coordinate support. If this approach is successful we will look to roll it out across the                
county. 

 

Voice of the child.  

Gathering the voice of the child with very young children can be difficult but not               
impossible. Even the voice of a baby can be gathered through discussions with             
Mums, Dads and extended family. When young children are supported to provide            
feedback on their likes and dislikes, gathered through games, discussions and           
most of all through circle time, they develop preschool skills that enable them to              
express themselves. This type of experience not only provides children with an            
opportunity to share their opinions in early years but allows them to confidently             
participate in things such as  school council at a later stage.  
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