
  

 

 

 
 

Two year old integrated review: A journey to be school ready. 

Giving every child the best start in life is crucial to reducing health inequalities across 
the life course. The foundations for virtually every aspect of human 

development-physical, intellectual and emotional – are laid in early childhood. What 
happens during those early years (starting in the womb) has lifelong effects on many 

aspects of health and wellbeing, educational achievement and economic status. 

Marmot,M (2010) 

The Early Years and Health Integrated review for 2 year olds. 

Why integrate health and education reviews at age 2? 

Age two is an important time for children and their parents. It is a time when                
problems with language development and behaviour can start to be identified; it is an              
age where interventions can be more effective than they would be for an older child,               
making a real difference to a child’s future. Early years practitioners and health             
professionals are working together in Northumberland to ensure that young children           
and their families are offered both an Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)            
progress check while accessing provision outside of their home and all children            
receive a Healthy Child Programme Health and Development review (HCP) by           
their health visitor.  

By integrating these reviews parents and professionals will receive a more complete            
picture of the child through drawing together the detailed knowledge of how the child              
is learning and developing day to day. This process, along with parents’ views and              
concerns will provide a picture about the child’s progress and identify any additional             
support that may be required 

What is an integrated check/ review for 2 year olds? 

The Integrated Early Years Foundation Stage Progress Check and the Healthy           
Child Programme Health and Development Review bring together how well two           
year olds are doing it is an essential process in supporting children on their journey               
to being school ready. Wherever and however the reviews takes place it will be child               
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centred and parent/carer views will be valued and respected.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards for development,           
learning and care of children from birth to the age of five. The EYFS Progress Check                
at age two is a short written summary of a child’s development when they are               
between 24 months and 36 months old carried out by Early Years Practitioners.  

The Healthy Child Programme (HCP) 2-2½ year health and development review 
similarly looks into the learning, social skills and speech and language skills of 
children between the ages of 24 months and 30 months and is carried out by health 
professionals. 

Integrated Reviews will: 

● Assess family strengths, needs and risks; provide parents with the opportunity 
to discuss their concerns and aspirations; assess child growth and 
development, communication and language, social and emotional 
development; and detect abnormalities. HVs use evidence-based assessment 
tools and use ASQ 3 for the 2 -2.5 year review. 

● Assess how well a child is doing within the EYFS three prime areas of 
Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional development 
and Physical development. 

● Identify the child’s progress, strengths, and needs at this age in order to 
promote positive outcomes in health and wellbeing, learning and behaviour 
and promotes school readiness.  (See Northumberland’s school ready 
statement) 

● To facilitate appropriate intervention and support for children and their 
families, especially for those whose progress is less than expected. 

● To generate information which can be used to plan services and contribute to 
the reduction of inequalities in children’s outcomes. 

How will the integrated check/ review be carried out? 

In Northumberland we are using two models of integrated reviews as defined by the 
Department for Education, research report November 2014 appendix 1.  

● Model B) where health and early years elements are carried out at separate 
times, and integration arises from information sharing and ensuring integrated 
responses to identified issues. 

● Model C) where early years and health staff come together to deliver the 
review in one meeting with the parent and child. 
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Parents will actively participate in their child’s health and development review. The            
review takes place between the 24 – 36 months and can take place with both the                
Health Visitor and Early Years Practitioner either together or as two separate            
reviews, where the information can be shared afterwards. Wherever this takes           
places the child must be at the heart of the assessment and should be observed               
playing naturally in a safe environment.  

Sharing information: 

With parent/carers consent early years practitioners will forward a copy of the EYFS             
progress check to the child’s named health visitor if there are any issues no matter               
how small. 

Due to licence agreement Health Visitors are not able to share the child’s health              
review directly with anyone other than the parent/carer. Health visitors will therefore            
encourage parents to share this document with the child’s early years practitioner. 

Early years practitioners and Health Visitors are encouraged to meet with parents            
jointly, as good practice, should there be any concerns. 

In Northumberland the check / review will be flexible to meet the needs of families               
living in both rural and central locations. All early years settings, with consent, will              
inform parents/carers that a copy of the progress check is given to the child’s health               
visitor when an issue has been identified. If during or after the assessment there are               
areas of concern, parents must be informed that both health and education have a              
responsibility to provide information and support, make a referral and or notify other             
professionals. There is a duty to refer to other services for support and or report to                
appropriate bodies, if it is suspected that a child may have special educational needs              
(SEND code of practice). 

Practitioner undertaking the check / review will respect the parent as the child’s first              
educator and value their contribution in assessing their child’s development. It is the             
lead professional's role to make the environment and assessment process as           
comfortable as possible and consider if a parent would need additional support such             
as when English is not a first language. 

The following flowchart shows the pathway agreed for carrying out the Integrated            
Review in Northumberland.  
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