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Putting quality children's literature at the heart of learning and creating a 
whole school culture of reading for pleasure



Privilege - lowest ability setting on
                         game of success  (Scalzi 2012)
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Who are the EEF and can they do?

Two aims:

1. Break the link between family 
          income and school attainment

1. Build the evidence base on 
         the most promising ways of diminishing
         the difference in the attainment gap.
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     North East Primary Literacy Campaign

• EEF and Northern Rock launched 10 million pound project to improve 
literacy outcomes in the North East of England

• 6 advocate led clusters in Northumberland – Ashington, Seaton Valley, 
Coquet, Blyth, Cramlington and Bedlington (45 schools)

• Others in Redcar, Tees Valley, Fischer Family Trust and Durham

Use the documentation to: 

• analyse current practice – choose one common area to develop
• support each other
• share good practice 
• diminish the difference

Change in light of Evidence



Produced two reports in 2017 which  
focus on:

“…pedagogy and approaches that are 
supported by good evidence.”

“…it is not a new study in itself, but 
rather is intended as an accessible 
overview of existing research with 
clear, actionable guidance.” (EEF 2017)



1
Develop pupil’s 
language capability 
to support their 
reading and writing

Schools’ Audit
▶ Current phonics teaching is good ++
▶ Majority of children can decode 
▶ Daily sharing of stories 
▶ Use of class texts  (choice not always informed)
▶ Motivated to raise standards

▶ Limited vocabulary is a barrier to communication, 
comprehension and writing 

▶ Significant proportion of children do not read for pleasure
▶ Pupil premium children and boys are the groups which are 

typically furthest behind, throughout school.

Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive 
development than their parents' level of education and is a 
more powerful factor in life achievement than socio-economic 
background. (Sullivan and Brown 2013)



KS1 SAT paper 2017:  

“The boy watched the lake drain.”  

What is happening to the lake? 
a) filling up     b)emptying out    c)moving around
    

 “..if a student does not know the meanings of a
sufficient proportion of the words in the text, comprehension is 
impossible.”  (Sedita,J. 2005)



• 86% to 98% of words used by children at age 3 were derived from their parent’s vocabularies

• Added up over the first 3 years of a child’s life equals a 30 millions word difference.   

                                                                       (Hart,B and Risley,T;1995,Meaningful differences in the
                                                                        everyday experience of young American children. 
                                                                         Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes Publishing)
     



Develop the use of quality childrens’ literature 
to develop pupils’ language capabilities 
through;

Increased receptive and expressive 
vocabularies (comprehension/communication) 

The opportunity to read for pleasure

The desire to read for pleasure 

“Vocabulary is the glue that holds 
stories, ideas and content together… 
making comprehension accessible 
for children.”  (Rupley, Logan & Nichols, 1998/99)



Name 3 children’s authors and 3 poets

Which books should we use? 

Dahl Dependency 
‘Teachers as Readers’ Teresa Cremin 
(2000)



Finding & Sharing High 
Quality Texts that

Engage ALL children

• Depth and 
interest in the 
story

• Character
• Illustrations
• Vocabulary 
• Structure
• Subject matter

• See something 
of yourself in a 
book



Library Audits and Reading Spaces



                                                  Repeated exposure to new words
                                                      New setting / picture book 

▶ Full sentences – plan do review
▶ Turn taking
▶ Recasting and expanding
▶ Extending and explaining
▶ Talk for writing – telling stories
▶ Parental engagement

The Early Vocabulary Advantage

Plan to teach  Tier 2  
words… 



Tier 2 words -  in context with definitions

Choosing vocabulary to teach
& Pre teaching

Artefact An object that has been made

Vault A large room to store things in

Rarity Something that is ‘rare’. There are not 
many of them

Treasured Something special or important

Posession A thing that you belongs to you

Beck et al - 2002 



Learn new words and use them in context

The rare artefact that I have chosen from the vault 
is ……. 

It is special because….
It is special however…
It is special but…

Choice of vocabulary and 
the effect on the reader. 
The power of words!



Talk – ‘book blether’ 

Active engagement in tasks…



Etymology – roots words etc 
develop their vocabulary while 
also improving phonological 
awareness, decoding, and spelling

Arthur the ‘unlikeliest’ of heroes

Spelling in context – not lists

Arthur was the unlikeliest of 
heroes who walked around with a 
particular air about him.



Cross-curricular texts 
‘Great white sharks are highly 
intelligent with individual 
personalities and a strong 
sense of curiosity.

Reading in the writing 



Preteach vocabulary - impact
‘Lake District’
Scenic, landscape, rugged, erosion
lake / pond / river / stream / brook / ghyll
conifers / oak / beech / birch
Swan / cygnet / cob / pen
National Park

Devise questions to ask the people they meet
Practice saying them and using the language.

Hawes End  

Take every opportunity to introduce new words and 
give children opportunities to use them in context



‘Sharing Good Practice’

Move out of 
clusters 
and share 
more widely 
to improve 
QFT



What the children say…

‘More words has made me 
more confident’

'It makes you feel clever’ 

'You can say things faster’

‘We can say things 
other people don’t 
understand’



“Nothing is more important in any 
learning than the acquisition of a 
large and well-used vocabulary.” 
(Cullingford,C. 2001 How Children 
Learn to Read) 



The challenge for North East - 2015 KS2 Data

One-in-three pupils at primary school in the North East  (66,000 children) are 

classified as disadvantaged.

% of disadvantaged children who did not reach expected standard

● Reading  17% (1,700 children) compared to 7% from better-off backgrounds. 

The attainment gap is 10%.

● Writing  24% of disadvantaged pupils (2,400 children) compared to 9% from 

better-off backgrounds. The attainment gap is 15%.

● Grammar, punctuation and spelling 34% (3,400 children) compared  to 17% 

from better-off backgrounds. The attainment gap is 17%

● Of those children who failed to achieve a Level 4 (expected standard) at the end of 
Year 6 in 2009 only 10% achieved 5 or more GCSE’s… (DFE 2015)


