
 

 
 

SEND Local Area Inspection  
 
The SEND Local Area Inspection provides an independent evaluation of how well a 
local area carries out its statutory duties in relation to children and young people with 
SEND in order to support their development. The local area includes the local 
authority, clinical commissioning groups (CCGs), public health, NHS England for 
specialist services, early years settings, schools and further education providers.¹  
 
During an inspection, inspectors visit providers such as nurseries, schools, colleges 
and specialist services. These key activities to gather evidence are critical to 
enhancing inspectors’ understanding of how all local providers and agencies work 
collaboratively together to improve the life chances of children and young people 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities.  
 
It is likely that during the period of the inspection, the team will visit 15-20 education 
settings in our area.  These settings will be identified on the day of notification to the 
LA of the inspection, one week in advance of the inspection period. The settings will 
be informed as soon as possible by LA officers, and a support visit offered in order to 
assist in preparation.  

 
It may be helpful, however, to give some consideration to the following checklist in 
order to support being as ‘inspection ready’ as possible.  The points included are 
reminders of provision that is expected in all maintained schools and academies that 
are not special schools, maintained nursery schools, 16-19 academies, alternative 
provision academies and Pupil Referral Units. This provision is identified within the 
Code of Practice 2015.²  As the inspection focus is on how well local areas are 
implementing the reforms described within the Code, there is an expectation that 
schools and settings visited will be able to demonstrate practice as identified below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¹ ‘The framework for the inspection of local areas’ effectiveness in identifying and meeting the needs of children and young 
people who have special educational needs and/or disabilities’,  CQC and OFSTED (160025) April 2016 
² ‘Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0 to 25 years’, (DFE-00205-2013) Department for Education and 
Department of Health, 2015; www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25 



SEND Local Area Inspection - Checklist for all schools, colleges 
and maintained nurseries 

 
 

Leadership 

Senior Leaders and Governors must show that they: 
● employ a qualified teacher as the SENCo and they should have completed or be 

currently undertaking the National Award for SENCos 
● have an up-to-date and compliant SEN Information Report which is published on 

the school website 
● plan and implement a curriculum which is appropriate for all learners 
● Can demonstrate the impact of the school’s provision for their SEND learners 

Early Identification of SEND 

The School or setting/SENCo can show evidence of: 
● an up-to-date SEND Register 
● involvement of parents/carers/child or young person at all stages of the 

identification process 
● a clearly set out cycle of Assess, Plan, Do, Review 
● appropriate and timely involvement of external agencies 

Meeting Needs 

The School or setting/SENCo can show evidence: 
● of up-to-date SEN Support plans 
● of the suitability of the current provision for SEND learners 
● of SMART, aspirational outcomes which are linked to learner need 
● of the Assess, Plan, Do Review cycle being used effectively 
● that the review process includes the monitoring and tracking of progress and the 

impact of interventions 

Transition Planning 

The school/setting holds good evidence that: 
● transition planning takes place at each relevant point in the child or young person’s 

education - EY - KS1 - KS2 - KS3 - KS4 - post 16 
● parents, carers, children and young people are involved in the process 
● effective information exchange mechanisms are in place 
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