
 

 
 

14 December 2017 
 
Dear Headteacher 
 
I am writing to keep you up to date on the arrangements for statutory moderation, test monitoring                 
and the teacher assessment data returns across the primary sector. This letter includes details on               
the processes for the Early Years Foundation Profile, The Phonics Screening Check and statutory              
teacher assessment and testing at the end of KS1 and KS2. This guidance is written with due                 
regard to all the primary Standards and Testing Agency (STA) Assessment and Reporting             
Arrangements documents published in October 2017. 
 
It is a statutory responsibility of schools and academies with primary age children to take part in                 
appropriate external moderation of the Early Years Profile, KS1 teacher assessments in reading,             
writing and mathematics and KS2 teacher assessments in writing. This responsibility is met by              
being involved in a cycle of moderation from a local authority. Moderation of the EY Profile must be                  
through the ‘geographical’ LA for all schools and academies. Maintained schools must take part in               
‘geographical’ LA processes for KS1 and 2. Academies may select any LA for moderation of KS1                
and KS2 teacher assessments. Academies must inform the STA of their chosen LA by 15th               
December 2017. Failure to make a choice and inform the STA may result in a maladministration                
investigation. Academies who convert after 1st September 2017 must use their ‘geographical’ LA             
for 2017-18.  
 
It is also a statutory responsibility for schools and academies to take part in test monitoring                
arrangements for the Phonics Screening Check and KS1 and KS2 SATs. For maintained schools              
this is completed by being involved in an external monitoring cycle led by a local authority. The                 
arrangement options for academies are the same as for teacher assessment moderation. 
 
In addition all schools and academies must ensure they make statutory returns of teacher              
assessments through the correct channels. Sometimes this must be through the ‘geographical’ LA             
as is the case for the EY Profile, the Phonics Screening Test and KS1 teacher assessments. For                 
KS2 teacher assessments can be returned directly via NCA tools or via a local authority. 
 
As you will now appreciate this is a complex set of statutory arrangements. For those schools and                 
academies who purchase the Northumberland School Improvement SLA you can relax as all the              
duties listed above are covered within that SLA. Those academies involved need only to inform the                
STA that you have an agreement in place with Northumberland. 
 
All other Academies and the 3 maintained schools who do not purchase the Northumberland              
Schools Improvement SLA must consider how they will engage with the requirements. To comply              
with the EY Profile, Phonics and KS1 teacher assessment reporting arrangements academies            
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should purchase the additional Data Unit Service SLA. To comply with the EY Profile moderation               
requirements they should purchase at least one key stage of the additional Statutory Moderation and               
Test Monitoring SLA. If an academy (not in the School Improvement SLA) chooses to be part of the                  
Northumberland LA moderation cycle for KS1 and KS2 they will need to purchase the whole               
Statutory Moderation and Test Monitoring SLA. Details of both these SLA’s are attached. 
 
For information only I also attach documentation regarding the full Northumberland School            
Improvement SLA. As noted above this SLA includes all of the functions required by schools and                
academies and this may well be the most cost effective route to complying with your statutory                
responsibilities. If schools or academies would like to progress with this offer they should contact me                
directly. 
 
To support schools and academies outside of the Northumberland School Improvement SLA we will              
be making contact in January to confirm how they would like to engage with their statutory                
responsibilities.  
 
If any schools have any questions regarding these statutory functions please forward to Louise              
Mallin (School Improvement Leader- Assessment). 
 
  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 
 
 
David Street 
Commissioner for Early Years and Primary Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


