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Dear reader,

The summer term is always a particularly busy one and this edition of the 
e-magazine features a mixture of news, events and articles to support 
practitioners in continuing to deliver high quality early years provision.  

We  have included an important update from the NHS Speech & Language 
service regarding changes to the way in which referrals are made.  We also 
have an article from the Children’s Occupational Therapy service on their role in 
supporting children’s physical needs and upcoming training which will soon be 
on offer for early years practitioners.  In addition to sharing the latest news and 
updates from the team, we have included articles on school readiness with a 
particular focus on the influence which movement has on learning.  We do hope 
you enjoy the breadth of articles and features within this issue.

It’s always good to hear from you so please do send your comments and 
suggestions our way...your feedback is highly valuable!  If you are keen to 
share your own practice within future editions of the e-magazine, please get in 
touch with a member of the team who will happy to discuss this with you.

Kind Regards,
The Early Years Team
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Thank you to everyone who took part in the ‘55 Books at Bedtime’ challenge which 
was won by Byron Weeding. The prize this year was a pass to Seven Stories 
Newcastle www.sevenstories.org.uk.  During his visit, Byron enjoyed the whole 
Seven Stories experience including listening to stories and exploring the displays. 
Four other children received runner up prizes of book tokens. 
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This was our second ‘Books at 
Bedtime’ challenge. We originally 
chose the few weeks leading up to 
Christmas as we felt this was a good 
time to measure  the impact of how 
many children have a story at bedtime.  

Sharing stories is a priceless 
experience. Books are free through 
libraries and initiatives such as 
Bookstart but most of all through 
imagination.

The benefits are endless and include 
bonding and attachment, 
communication and language, 
imagination and creative development 
to name but a few. Stories also enrich 
a child’s world and can help them work 
out the complexities of their social 
world and build skills to help deal with 
issues outside of their limited 
experiences.  
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The real challenge for us all in 
Northumberland now, is creating 
strategies for engaging and 
working with parents and carers to 
support them in sharing stories with 
their child and be committed to 
doing this as an investment in their 
child’s life long learning and 
development.  

How will you meet this challenge?  
The Northumberland early years 
team are committed to supporting 
you in doing this and as such have 
held events such as the Bookstart 
gifting event as a forum for sharing 
strategies and best practice in this 
area. We would love to hear from 
anyone who is successfully  
engaging parents  in sharing 
stories with their children. 

              Katie Watson
Early Years Advisor

It was always our long term goal to 
use the 55 Books initiative to kick 
start parents into reading and 
sharing stories with their children 
every night after the challenge and 
until the child becomes an 
independent reader.  Like any 
challenge or intervention though, the 
impact is not always sustained 
unless it is offered alongside 
additional good practices which put 
reading at the heart of learning and 
reinforce the need for daily reading 
experiences in the home.

“As Early Years practitioners I am sure we all aspire to engage all children and 
parents to the fantastic world of stories and books.

Books are for life, not just for Christmas. “ 



BOOK CORNER COMPETITION
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In the spring edition of the e-magazine we challenged providers to share photographs of 
their book provision, along with a brief explanation around how the resources and layout 
had been decided.

After much deliberation and discussion, the early years team voted and Cragside CE Primary School was 
selected as winner of the book corner competition.  The prize was a collection of core books along with a 
certificate which was presented by David Street, Commissioner for Primary and Early Years Education.  Thank 
you to everyone who submitted entries for the competition, especially to Little Footprints Childminding, 
Newbrough Primary School, and New Delaval Primary School who all came highly commended.  It was lovely 
to see the variety of book corners on offer in a range of different early years settings across Northumberland.
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'At Cragside CE Primary School we understand that learning to read and the development of a love of reading 
is vital. We plan a variety of opportunities to teach and inspire our children every day with the aim of 
developing their reading skills and developing a love of books and reading which will last a lifetime. We have 
special areas set aside for reading in our unit, both indoors and outdoors.  We keep our reading areas 
interesting, well-resourced, appealing and attractive to children to increase interest and raise the status of 
reading.  Book displays are current and related to any particular interest the children are sharing.  All reading 
areas offer a collection of core books and space for sharing of stories either with peers or adults in the setting.  
Continuous provision plans for reading are accessible to adults in our areas to support them when sharing 
stories most effectively. At Cragside, not only do we have special reading areas in class but we have an 
inspiring 'story reading chair' which children love to spend time in sharing a story in our library and also have 
sheltered and enclosed areas for sharing stories in the outdoors.'

Here’s what Cragside 
had to say about their 
provision for books, 
stories and developing a 
love of reading...



A DAY OF INSPIRATION 2017 
A Day of Inspiration 2017

following on from the success of last 
years Day of Inspiration, the early 
years team have organised another 
‘inspiring’ event for 2017 which will be 
held on Saturday 8th July.

The theme for the day will be ‘Coming from 
Different Worlds’ and will focus on how 
practitioners can use simple but effective 
approaches to supporting those children most 
at risk of disadvantage.

The day will focus on three specific areas - 
supporting the development of children’s 
language & communication, early identification 
of needs, and promoting the wellbeing of 
children and adults.

“Inspiring to see this in practice which 
WILL give me the courage to go with a 
lot of how I want to move forward but 
haven’t had the courage to do.”

Feedback from Day of Inspiration 2016

If you would like to attend the Day of 
Inspiration, please contact Lesley Kelly at 
earlyyearstraining@northumberland.gov.uk to 
book a place.
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These included flag making, 
sharing Northumbrian stories, 
building Hadrian’s wall and baking 
singin’ hinnies.

Northumbrian stories shared at Little 
Badgers Childcare

Children making singin’ hinnies at 
Wooler First School

The first Northumberland Day 
took place on 28th May 2017 
amidst a week of events 
across the county including 
the Northumberland county 
show.   

The day was organised to celebrate 
all things Northumbrian with 
everyone being encouraged to either 
organise or take part in activities and 
experiences which define what 
makes Northumberland unique.

As part of the celebration, the early 
years team created a ‘10 Things To 
Do…’ for settings to use with parents 
to promote a range of Northumbrian 
experiences.  We were also 
delighted to see some of our early 
years colleagues sharing 
photographs of the activities they 
offered on Northumberland 
Education Day.  
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Well done to all those who took part 
in the first official Northumberland 
Day.  It is hoped that the celebration 
will become an annual event and 
that more schools and settings will 
take part in the day to promote all of 
the wonderful experiences which are 
unique to children and families in 
Northumberland and celebrate our 
cultural heritage.

If you have any feedback from the 
event or would like to share details 
or photographs of how children in 
your setting celebrated 
Northumberland Day either with you 
or their families, please get in touch 
with a member of the early years 
team.

Kay Summers
Early Years Consultant
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During the event, practitioners were 
able to:-

● explore the range of 
resources available, 
including those for children 
with special educational 
needs and disabilities; 

● get top tips for sharing 
stories as well as strategies 
and practical ideas for 
engaging parents

● develop strategies for using 
events such as transitions 
and parent workshops as an 
opportunity to share key 
messages about the 
importance of early reading.

● collect free resources to 
share with families.

The first Northumberland 
Bookstart Gifting event was 
held on Tuesday 23rd May 
2017 at several different 
venues across the county.

The early years team together with 
the library and children’s centre 
services organised the event to 
highlight how the Bookstart treasure 
pack can be used most effectively to 
promote early reading experiences 
in the home.
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Feedback from the event was very 
positive with many practitioners 
pledging to ‘gift’ the Bookstart 
resources more effectively as a 
result of the information shared.

To continue to improve gifting of the 
Bookstart pack, we hope that the 
gifting events will be hosted annually 
and we will be using feedback and 
suggestions from the evaluations 
returned to identify priorities and 
potential key speakers for future 
sessions.  Many thanks to all those 
who came along and participated in 
the event.

Kay Summers
Early Years Consultant



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT CRAWLING?
- EARLY MOVEMENT AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SCHOOL READINESS
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ling?The adult role is to model the use 
of equipment and to offer 
opportunities for the children to 
experience a variety of movements 
for example, floor play on backs 
and tummies; belly crawling; 
crawling; pushing, pulling, hanging 
and buffeting about (rough and 
tumble);  spinning, tipping, rolling 
and falling.

The environments, resources 
and experiences we offer 
babies and young children 
should focus not only on the 
strength, skill and health of 
the body, but also on the 
ways in which movement 
assists the development of 
the brain and nervous system. 
When we plan for movement 
play we should be concerned 
with all 7 areas of learning 
and not just with Physical 
Development.

Children need to experience the joy 
of moving freely in a clear space and 
to have the opportunity to arrange 
and move their bodies as they wish. 
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There have been a number of 
research projects undertaken (most 
notably the Developmental 
Movement Play 10-year research 
project conducted by JABADAO 
from 2008) which demonstrated the 
importance of supporting these types 
of free movements in children in 
terms of their later learning including 
reading, writing.



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT CRAWLING?
- EARLY MOVEMENT AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SCHOOL READINESS
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● They are learning to coordinate balancing and moving together.
● Their hips and shoulders rotate further and their neck and back become more stable for standing 

up and sitting comfortably in a chair.
● They begin to track objects up, down, and side to side with their eyes. This helps them to read later 

on.

Crawling is like a full body 
workout and encourages both 
sides of the body and brain to 
work together. Crawling helps to 
build pathways of communication 
from one side of the brain to the 
other and to all the different parts 
of the body. The more pathways 
children connect in their brains 
the easier things become. Babies 
who missed the ‘crawling’ stage 
benefit greatly from crawling later 
on. When babies and young 
children crawl on all fours:
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WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT CRAWLING?
- EARLY MOVEMENT AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SCHOOL READINESS
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● Make a choice to move away 
or towards something or 
someone!

● Push their feet against the 
floor, open their hands further 
and move their arms in a 
twisting motion. This supports 
their fine motor development 
later on including writing.

● Their hips, neck and back 
stabilise

● Feel the floor on their stomach 
and bladder. This helps them 
to know when they are hungry 
and when they need the toilet. 
Babies who spend time on 
their tummies come out of 
nappies quicker.
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Belly crawling - like a ‘commando’! When babies and young children belly crawl they:



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT CRAWLING?
- EARLY MOVEMENT AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SCHOOL READINESS

...w
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Pushing, pulling, stretching and hanging

Can you remember hanging from a tree or a climbing frame 
when you were younger and feeling that lovely stretch down 
your arms?

● Pushing and pulling helps the young child to build a 
strong sense of their own body.

● It makes them aware of their muscles and joints at 
work and what their body can do.

● It develops their ability to coordinate movements.

Rough and tumble play on their own or with others is a very 
important experience for young children.

● When a child is able to move and explore what their 
body can do they learn how to take risks safely.

● Children who are physically active in this way have 
higher well-being levels, are stronger and healthier.

Back To Contents page



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT CRAWLING?
- EARLY MOVEMENT AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SCHOOL READINESS
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Back & Tummy Floorplay

The floor is an important place for 
babies and young children - on the 
floor their bodies can move in ways 
that is crucial for their development.

On their backs babies:

● Can stretch and uncurl their 
whole body

● Begin to find the end of their 
body and will grab their toes

● Begin to focus on things far 
away as well as close up
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On their tummies babies:

● Start to gain control of their 
head, neck, shoulders and 
hips

● Learn how to manage the 
weight of their head and 
push away from the floor

● Uncurl their hands
● Develop an interest in the 

world around them and 
begin to focus on more 
distant objects

By being placed on their tummy, 
babies will naturally learn to 
wriggle, roll over and get into a 
crawling position when their 
bodies are strong enough. 
Babies need to be given the 
opportunity to develop strength 
and control of their body for 
themselves.



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT CRAWLING?
- EARLY MOVEMENT AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SCHOOL READINESS
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Spinning, Tipping & Falling

Balance is at the core of all our bodies do

● Spinning, tipping and falling build the ability to coordinate movements and balance. This helps 
young children to make sense of the world around them and their place in it. Where am I? Am I 
moving? Am I the right way up?

● Spinning, tipping and falling stimulate children’s sense of balance. A good sense of balance is vital 
to being able to read and write.

Can you remember the sensation of spinning round and round on the spot or on a roundabout when you 
were younger?

● As they spin, children’s eyes have to work hard to track and focus on objects near and far. This 
also supports later reading as it develops the skills necessary to track text from one side of the 
page to the other.

Claire Johnson
Early Years Consultant

Back To Contents page



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT CRAWLING?
- EARLY MOVEMENT AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SCHOOL READINESS
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Lycra

● You do not need any specialist equipment to 
be able to support children’s movement play 
but a large piece of lycra opens a whole host 
of opportunities and is purchased relatively 
cheaply. Here are some ideas to get you 
started:

● Lycra can be used as you sing “Row, row, 
row your boat”, as a seated tug of war game. 
You can swing children within it (making sure 
there is a mat underneath). You can also sit 
with another adult and stretch out the lycra 
so it is low to the ground, then support and 
model to children how to stretch up with their 
hands, arms and feet so they can feel a 
‘stretch’. Some children just like to be 
‘wrapped up’ in a fabric and can feel the 
stretch from the lycra in this way too.
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Other lycra games to try out:

Up, up, up we go (Tune: Skip to my Lou) 
Up, up, up we go 
Down, down down so low 
Lift your colours to the sky 
Count to three and watch them fly 
(Children under the Lycra. Lift high, and back 
down. When you say “fly” make a big swoosh. 
Adults toss Lycra in the air and let go. Leader 
catches the Lycra.)

Roly Poly 
Roly Poly, Roly Poly 
In in in 
Roly Poly, Roly Poly 
Out out out 
(Try replacing the ‘Roly Poly’ with a child’s name. 
Then children can play under the Lycra. Encourage 
them to feel the stretch by pushing different body 
parts against the underside of the lycra.)

Claire Johnson
Early Years Consultant



WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
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Early Years Professional 
(EYP) Network

Thank you to all those who 
attended the recent Early Years 
Professional network in March. 
EYP's enjoyed the opportunity to 
meet up and network with one 
another, with many travelling from 
the West of Northumberland. 
Lesley Castling from Northumbria 
University and Theresa Iley, who 
led the network, presented 
information on the recently 
published Early Years Workforce 
Strategy, qualifications and career 
pathways and what this means for 
everyone concerned. Queries 
raised on the night have since 
being collated and mapped to the 
WFD strategy of which will be 
presented in a straightforward 
document at the next EYP network.  
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Theresa will be in touch with a 
date very soon. If anyone who is 
working toward an EY degree, is a 
graduate or an EYP or qualified 
teacher and would like to attend or 
gain more information about the 
network then please don't hesitate 
to contact Theresa Iley.

First Aid - Are you 
Compliant?

All newly qualified entrants to the 
early years workforce who have 
completed a level 2 and/or level 3 
qualification on or after 30 June 
2016, must also have either a full 
Paediatric First Aid (PFA) or an 
emergency PFA certificate within 
three months of starting work in 
order to be included in the 
required staff:child ratios at level 2 
or level 3 in an early years setting. 
Providers should display (or make 
available to parents) staff PFA 
certificates or a list of staff who 
have a current PFA certificate. 
Please refer to the revised EYFS 
2017 for further details.

Theresa Iley
Early Years 

Sustainability Officer



EYFS TRACKING & TRANSITION PASSPORT
EYF

S Tracking &
 Transition Passport

In response to feedback 
gained from professionals 
who attended the 
Northumberland School 
Readiness events in Summer 
2016, the early years team 
created an EYFS Tracking & 
Transition Passport which will 
follow each child as they 
progress through their 
school readiness journey.

The purpose of the ‘Passport’ is to 
ensure that relevant information 
about a child is concisely assessed, 
collated and shared between 
parents, carers and any relevant 
professionals. The Passport 
facilitates communication of key 
assessments and information that 
will comprehensively support each 
child's development.
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EYFS TRACKING & TRANSITION PASSPORT
EYF

S Tracking &
 Transition Passport

The document also sets out key 
milestones which provide clear 
expectations of the attitudes, skills 
and knowledge which we believe, 
children need to acquire in order to 
remain on track. This will enable the 
rigorous monitoring of each child’s 
progress on the journey so we can 
ensure that any gaps in the child’s 
learning and development are 
identified.  We can then intervene at 
the earliest possible time by
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planning the necessary experiences 
and opportunities to ensure every 
child is supported to ‘catch-up’ with 
their peers. 

‘It is not acceptable to wait 
and hope that a child not 
currently at the appropriate 
stage of development for 
their age will catch up with 
their peers at a later point.’

To ensure the Passport is as effective 
as possible, several professionals 
across Northumberland are currently 
piloting the use of the Passport as an 
enhancement to their current 
assessment systems.

Feedback from the pilot has been both 
positive and informative and we are 
using the suggestions made to 
improve the Passport further.  This will 
include additional developmental 
milestones for children aged 2 ½ years 
as we recognise this is a particularly 
significant time for the early 
identification of needs.

Look out on our Facebook and 
webpage for briefing events in the 
Autumn term where we will be sharing 
the pilot feedback with you along with 
the finalised Passport document to be 
used in your own setting for the 
coming academic year.

Kay Summers
Early Years Consultant



SAFETY MESSAGES -
Helping to Reduce Accidental Injuries
Safety M

essages

Accidental injuries remain a major 
problem in the UK and are the most 
common cause of death in children 
aged over one year.  On average 
62 children under the age of five 
die as a result of an accident and 
thousands more are permanently 
disabled or disfigured. 

Many accidents are preventable 
and increasing awareness is key to 
reducing injuries.  Childcare 
providers play an important role in 
raising awareness through sharing 
and displaying information. 

As summer approaches it is useful 
to have information to share 
regarding outdoor play, 
trampolines, inflatable play 
equipment, water play and garden 
ponds and these have been made 
available via NCC Learning Pool. 
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Providers will find safety 
information, key messages and 
supporting materials (e.g. 
information for practitioners and/or 
to share with families, posters and 
items to support displays) via blue 
links and NCC Learning Pool.

Accessing NCC Learning Pool                                                                                                                           
Log in using your individual 
user-name and password, click on 
courses at the top and type Early 
Years Safety Messages this takes 
you to current and past materials 
(or use this link). 

http://ncc.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=1984
http://ncc.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=1984
https://ncc.learningpool.com/login/
http://ncc.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=1984
http://ncc.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=1984


SAFETY MESSAGES -
Continued Priorities of Northumberland Safety Group
Safety M

essages

Button batteries

Not only are these a choking 
hazard but when swallowed cause 
serious internal damage to the 
throat, stomach and other organs 
which result in life changing injuries 
and even death.  As time is of the 
essence it is essential to seek 
immediate medical help (see button 
cell battery poster and CAPT button 
battery flyer with Spring Term 
materials).  
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Hair straighteners and styling 
wands
These continue to be a very serious 
danger with hair straightener burns 
doubling in recent years.  Most 
people don't realise just how hot 
these can be, nearly six times the 
temperature of household hot water 
and three times that of a freshly 
made cup of tea.

They remain hot enough to cause 
serious damage up to 15 minutes 
after being switched off.  They get 
hotter than an iron, so hot, that in 
fact breakfast could be cooked on 
them.  Such extremely high 
temperatures cause devastating 
effects and leave life-long scars (see 
burns information in previous safety 
messages section of Learning 
Together). 

Also see these links to CAPT and 
ROSPA guidance.  

Choking 

One child dies in the UK every 
month as a result of choking.  
Recent tragedies involved a young 
child dying after choking on a 
grape and another from a 
blackberry therefore it is important 
that practitioners and families are 
fully aware of possible dangers. I 
was recently at a child’s party 
where they thought the food had 
been prepared safely however it 
was prepared in completely the 
wrong way (see Spring Term 
materials). Also see Choking 
Hazards poster on ROSPA 
website and Finger Foods without 
the Fear leaflet on CAPT.

Please remember the key 
role that Northumberland 
childcare providers play in 
sharing safety messages 
with children and families! 

http://capt.org.uk/Get-involved/Campaigns/Hair-straighteners-campaign
http://www.rospa.com/rospaweb/docs/advice-services/home-safety/uk/hair_straighteners.pdf
http://www.rospa.com/rospaweb/docs/advice-services/home-safety/uk/hair_straighteners.pdf
http://www.rospa.com/rospaweb/docs/advice-services/home-safety/choking-hazards.pdf
http://www.rospa.com/rospaweb/docs/advice-services/home-safety/choking-hazards.pdf
http://www.capt.org.uk/sites/default/files/imce/files/resources/capt_finger%20food_final.pdf
http://www.capt.org.uk/sites/default/files/imce/files/resources/capt_finger%20food_final.pdf
http://www.capt.org.uk/sites/default/files/imce/files/resources/capt_finger%20food_final.pdf


DISABILITY ACCESS FUND GUIDANCE
Disability Access F

und G
uidance

Three and four year old 
children who are in receipt 
of child Disability Living 
Allowance and are receiving 
the free entitlement are 
eligible for the Disability 
Access Fund (DAF). 

DAF is paid to the child’s early 
years setting as a fixed annual rate 
of £615 per eligible child. Children 
in receipt of DAF will be eligible 
where they take up any period of 
free entitlement and it can be 
claimed at any point in which a 
child takes up their entitlement.

Providers are responsible for 
identifying eligible children and 
should speak to parents in order to 
find out if they are eligible for the 
DAF.
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Step 1 - Providers should use the 
declaration form linked below, 
which asks parents for the 
necessary information for a range 
of early years funding, including 
DAF. 

Step 2 - The Authority will require 
a copy of the child’s disability living 
allowance (DLA) award letter. 
Providers should obtain a copy 
from eligible parents and provide it 
to the Authority as proof of 
eligibility. 

Step 3 - Copies of award letters 
and  declaration forms should then 
be sent, by recorded delivery to 
Education Admin, Northumberland 
County Council, County Hall, 
Morpeth, NE61 2EF. 

Please use the following link to get 
further information as well as the 
form that should be used to make 
a claim.
http://northumberlandeducation.co.
uk/EYFS/

If you require any advice or 
guidance please contact Julie 
Beattie.

Julie Beattie
Early Years Inclusion 

Consultant & Area 
Senco

http://northumberlandeducation.co.uk/EYFS/
http://northumberlandeducation.co.uk/EYFS/
http://northumberlandeducation.co.uk/EYFS/


USING SOCIAL MEDIA IN EY SETTINGS -
The Use of Social Media and the Associated Implications and Risk for Early Years Settings

Using Social M
edia in EY Settings

The use of technology is 
fast becoming commonplace 
in all aspects of our lives 
and has so many benefits. 
However, there are specific 
risks and implications in its 
use that all those working 
with children and young 
people must be aware of. 

In early years particularly, 
photographs are frequently used for 
marketing and promotional 
purposes of which settings may 
have initially sought parental 
permission before using. However, 
use of images of children poses 
significant direct and indirect risks 
to children and young people. 
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We therefore need to be mindful 
when using images of children that 
some children's photographs have 
been misused when falling into the 
wrong hands and many parents 
agreeing to their use may not fully be 
aware of the far reaching 
implications. We would therefore like 
to remind all schools and PVI 
settings, including OOSC and 
childminders of Northumberland 
policy and NSPCC guidance to help 
minimize the likelihood of potential 
problems and risks arising from the 
technical advancements in modern 
society.

‘Organisations wishing to use 
images of the children they 
work with or are otherwise 
in contact with must 
therefore have a policy in 
place to safeguard the 
children involved.’ NSPCC

This policy guidance should be 
read in conjunction with your 
settings safeguarding policies and 
procedures and wider statutory 
guidance.  A copy of 
Northumberland's policy and other 
guidance can be found at:
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3
qzt7nreW53WUZaNzMwUHZ4UU
0/view?ts=5926c6d1

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalas
sets/documents/information-servic
e/factsheet-using-photographs-chi
ldren-publication.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0
hOBWd0NKpRM1ptaWVZa1Z4b
U0/view?ts=5926c792

Theresa Iley
Early Years 

Sustainability Officer
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30 HOURS CHILDCARE CASE STUDY...
30 Hours C

hildcare C
ase Study

The Northumberland early 
years team have been 
working with providers to 
develop a series of case 
studies as part of the 
early delivery of the 30 
hour childcare entitlement.  
One of these case studies 
highlights an example of 
effective school and PVI 
partnership working to 
ensure quality care and 
education are offered to 
meet the needs of 
children and families.

Back To Contents page

The Partnership:

Felton C of E Primary School
The school provides maintained 
nursery provision, working with a 
mixed age range of nursery, 
reception and year one children with 
nursery children attending morning 
sessions only.

Pumpkin Pie Childcare 
- Lucy Grieve
Is a private childcare provider 
based in a portacabin on the 
school site providing services 
which support school and parents 
(funded education for 2, 3 and 4 
year olds, wrap around services, 
full day care, before and after 
school and holiday provision). 



...30 HOURS CHILDCARE CASE STUDY...
30 Hours C

hildcare C
ase Study

Effective Practice
Felton School and Pumpkin Pie work in 
collaboration to ensure seamless 
transitions for children.  Effective 
transition is supported in a range of 
ways including many opportunities for 
joint working which incorporates new 
parent intake events, joint staff training, 
joint moderation, shared planning, 
ideas and practice.  Some staff work 
across both provisions and peers have 
created opportunities for discussion, 
mentoring and shared CPD across 
both settings.
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The Benefits
Seamless transitions for children 
between school and setting are 
in place which is improving 
children’s school readiness 
journey.  Parental and 
community needs are also met 
by the provision of additional 
services on the school site. 
EYFS ratio requirements are met 
effectively and efficiently which is 
supporting continued financial 
viability for both provisions. 
Through the sharing of good 
practice, planning, CPD & 
training opportunities and also 
joint moderation of assessment 
judgements, practitioners ensure 
the quality enhancement of both 
settings. This has led to a 
continued good reputation for 
both the school and setting, with 
children continuing to achieve a 
good level of development by the 
end of their reception year.

How did the partnership 
become established?
Lucy was previously an 
Outstanding Ofsted Registered 
Childminder who forged strong 
links with school through 
transition arrangements for the 
children in her care as well as 
her own children who also 
attended school. To meet the 
needs of families for quality 
childcare in the local area, the 
school and Lucy developed a 
partnership model which 
established full day care 
provision on the school site so 
that families and children have 
access to early education, wrap 
around and out of school 
provision in the local community 
from 8am to 6pm, 51 weeks of 
the year.



...30 HOURS CHILDCARE CASE STUDY
30 Hours C

hildcare C
ase Study

Moving Forward... 
Parental demand presents 
challenges and impacts on Early 
Years provision in school - space, 
ratios, class sizes and as the 
school develops into a primary and 
numbers continue to increase this 
may compromise space currently 
available. If Pumpkin Pie closed or 
moved any significant distance 
from the school this would be 
detrimental to both school and the 
setting as childcare plays an 
important factor for parents when 
considering their chosen school.
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Having established a strong and 
effective relationship the school 
and Pumpkin Pie are keen to work 
together to create a joint early 
years space both indoors and 
outdoors that gives children the 
highest quality early experiences.  
This could also provide an exciting 
opportunity to create space for 
community use (including out of 
hours, holidays and weekends).

For further information on the 30 
Hours Childcare case studies or for 
support in developing your own 
partnerships, please contact your 
locality Development Worker.

Maureen Doherty
Childcare Development 

Worker



30 HOURS CHILDCARE UPDATE
30 Hours C

hildcare Update
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Early delivery of the Extended Entitlement 

We continue to experience great success in Northumberland and to date have almost doubled 
our original allocation of 415 places to 825! We are extremely proud that we are being 
recognised for some of our work on digital innovation for The Wizard and have won the 
geoplace exemplar award because of this.

We think you will agree this is all a huge achievement and would like to take this opportunity to 
once again thank your for your continued support and solution focused approach to delivery!

Eve Sinclair
Early Years Development Project Manager



SUPPORTING TRANSITIONS TO SCHOOL… 
Transitions To School

Michelle Fish, deputy 
daycare manager from 
Berwick Children’s Centre 
talks about some of the 
newly adopted transition 
arrangements which they 
have put in place to support 
children as they move to ‘big 
school’!

We have started working in 
conjunction with Tweedmouth West 
First School to develop smoother 
transition arrangements for those 
children leaving us to attend BIG 
school in September.  As part of 
our joint working, the children have 
started to use the school facilities to 
have lunch three days a week.  In 
addition to promoting the free 
school meals option, we also hope 
these regular visit will help the 
children to enjoy the routines which 
mealtimes can offer.
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We are very aware that school 
meals can be a daunting 
experience for many children (and 
their parents!) as the number of 
children in one space together with 
higher noise levels in a busy 
school hall can often be 
overwhelming.

By taking the nursery children 
into the hall before the rest of the 
school children arrive, we are 
giving our children the 
opportunity to get used to the 
physical space, layout and 
mealtime routines in a more 
relaxed environment.  Parents 
have responded really well to the 
mealtime offer with many already 
enquiring about lunches for 
September.  The children are 
loving going to the school for 
lunch and are really enjoying the 
lunches...especially Wednesday 
when it is is roast dinner day!

Continued on next page… 



… SUPPORTING TRANSITIONS TO SCHOOL
Transitions To School

In addition to getting the children 
used to the environment by using 
the space at mealtimes, the 
children also use the school hall for 
PE sessions.  In response to a 
conversation with the reception 
teacher on supporting the children 
to be ‘reception ready’, 
independence skills including 
dressing and undressing were 
identified as needing an additional 
focus.  It was therefore decided that 
being able to practice these skills 
through regular PE sessions would 
aid children in becoming more 
independent as well as providing 
opportunities for promoting gross 
motor skills through a range of 
physical activities.

To support the children in being 
‘reception ready’ further, key skills 
were identified and used to create a 
‘helping your child to be school 
ready’ leaflet for parents.
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The leaflet identifies specific skills 
to be focussed upon on a month by 
month basis so that parents can 
focus on one set of skills at a time.

I also created a questionnaire for 
parents enabling them to share any 
concerns or worries they had about 
their children starting school.  
Activities to address these 
concerns were also included in the 
‘school ready’ leaflet.

Not all of our children will move to 
Tweedmouth West First School but 
I welcome all reception teachers 
into the setting where transition 
documents are shared.  The photo 
below is of Ms Richards, the 
Deputy Head Teacher from Spittal 
School reading with the children 
who will be going to her school in 
September.

Michelle Fish
Deputy Daycare 

Manager



NHS SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY SERVICE
NHS Speech &

 L
anguage Therapy Servicec

The Community Paediatric 
Speech and Language 
Therapy service works with 
children and young people 
from birth – 19 years with a 
range of speech, language, 
communication and/or 
feeding difficulties. The team 
of Therapists and an 
Assistant Therapist work 
with parents, and in 
mainstream schools and 
early years settings.  
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The core service offer consists of
- Specialist assessment of 

need
- Liaison with families, school 

/ setting and other 
professionals

- Provision of report with 
advice and 
recommendations

- Collaborative SMART 
targets

- Supporting training and 
resources

- Modelling of bespoke 
interventions

- Solution focused review 

As a service, we want to continue 
to develop our partnership 
working, with parents and settings, 
and to ensure our staffing 
resource is targeted at the children 
and families who need us the 
most.

Since September 2016 we have 
introduced the following 
adjustments to our service 
delivery, to aim to reduce waiting 
times, and enhance partnership 
working.

Referral screening:
Anyone can refer to the Speech 
and Language Therapy 
Department. Referral training 
and guidance is available. 
Referrals are screened when 
they are received, and 
occasionally returned to the 
referrer to request further 
information.

For more information about how 
to make a referral visit: 
www.northumbria.nhs.uk/our-ser
vices/childrens-services/children
s-speech-and-language-therapy 

Continued on next page...
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NHS SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY SERVICE
NHS Speech &

 L
anguage Therapy Servicec

Parental engagement
Once we receive a referral, parents 
are requested to ring to book an 
appointment for their child. A range 
of appointment times, dates and 
venues are available for parents to 
choose from. We appreciate 
parents bringing their children to a 
clinic appointment, so that we can 
talk to parents about what their 
concerns are, and give them advice 
on how to support their child at 
home. 
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Sometimes we may also want to 
make a nursery visit to complete 
this initial assessment. 
Occasionally parents do not ring 
us to arrange that first 
appointment. When this happens 
we always let the referrer know. 
We can then work with the referrer 
to try and find alternative ways to 
encourage families to engage with 
the Speech and Language 
Therapy service.

Partnership Working
Following initial assessment, a full 
initial assessment report is written, 
including advice / 
recommendations so parents and 
setting staff know how to support 
their child. 

For children with complex 
communication difficulties we will 
work with you to talk through 
different options, and agree advice 
and recommendations that work 
for your setting and your staff skill 
set.

We can offer demonstration 
sessions if staff are a little unsure 
of what to do. Once everyone feels 
confident in delivering that first 
stage of support we ask that 
setting staff / parents contact us 
for further advice. This means that 
you can request a Speech and 
Language Therapy review at any 
time. 

Continued on next page...
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This could be if your child has 
made progress but you remain 
concerned, or your child hasn’t 
made the progress expected.
We aim to respond to these review 
requests in a timely manner.

If you don’t contact us, we will 
assume that your child has made 
the progress expected, and after 
an agreed time period (usually 6 
months) your child will be 
discharged. They can be 
re-referred at any later point if 
concerns arise in the future.

The impact of the above changes 
means that we have already seen 
waiting times for initial assessment 
start to decrease.

We have received lots of positive 
feedback from schools and settings 
who are welcoming the opportunity 
to ring us to request a review for a 
child, at a time when they feel is 
appropriate for support from the 
Speech and Language Therapy 
team. We do want to continue to 
develop our partnership working 
model and appreciate any feedback 
you wish to give.

Gillian Vince
Clinical Lead Speech 

and Language Therapist
gillian.vince@northumbria-healthcare.nhs.uk 
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THE CHILDREN’S PHYSICAL DISABILITY 
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE...

The C
hildren’s Physical Disability 

O
ccupational Health Service

The Children’s Physical 
Disability Occupational 
Therapy Service are based 
in Child Health, Wansbeck 
General Hospital. We are a 
team of Children’s 
Occupational Therapists (OT) 
working with children who 
have physical disabilities and 
cover Northumberland. 

We see children aged 0-18 years 
and complete a range of clinic, 
school, home and nursery visits. 
OT aims to enable the child to 
make the most of their 
independence in everyday 
activities. We help children and 
families adapt to the challenges of 
everyday life that may be a result of 
a child's difficulty or disability. 
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The child’s activities (which we call 
occupations) can be considered in 
three areas: self-care, 
nursery/school and play. We 
endeavour to help children to 
maintain their skills and where 
possible, to develop new skills.  

The Early Years Toolkit which 
incorporates Occupational 
Therapy advice has been 
recently updated. You will now 
be able to find activity ideas at 
the end of each section. The 
activity sheets can be used to 
target the specific areas of 
difficulty in both gross and fine 
motor skills. This will allow 
settings who have identified 
children with difficulties to use 
the activity sheets in the first 
instance. If, after three months of 
completing the activities, there is 
little improvement and you still 
have concerns, please contact a 
health professional who can refer 
the child to our service.

Continued on next page...



...THE CHILDREN’S PHYSICAL DISABILITY 
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE

The C
hildren’s Physical Disability 

O
ccupational Health Service

In addition to the Early Years 
Toolkit information, we are currently 
arranging training sessions four 
times per year in each area of 
Northumberland. There will also be 
a later session for those settings 
who are unable to attend during the 
daytime. The aim of these sessions 
will be to provide settings with 
some practical tips, ideas and 
resources to use to support 
children’s fine and gross motor 
skills. In particular, it will cover a 
range of activities that settings can 
do before referral and whilst waiting 
for a child to be seen by 
Occupational Therapy. It will 
address how you can measure 
progress, an important feature of 
the Ofsted inspection framework. 

Look out on our Facebook and 
webpage for training dates and 
times being released soon!
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Susan Wright
Clinical Lead
Occupational Therapist



EARLY YEARS TEAM CONTACTS Early Years Team
 C

ontacts
County Hall, Morpeth
David Street - Commissioner of Early 
Years & Primary
david.street@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622744
Mob:  07500125980
 
Katie Watson - Early Years Advisor 
katie.watson@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622806
Mob: 07949393039
 
Eve Sinclair - Early Years 
Sustainability Officer 
eve.sinclair@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622726
Mob: 07917070970
 
Theresa Iley - Early Years 
Sustainability Officer 
theresa.iley@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622743
Mob: 07824476543
 
Lesley Kelly - Early Years 
Administrator 
lesley.kelly@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622739

North Locality
Liz Somerville - Early Years Consultant
liz.somerville@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mob: 07825124842 
 
Maureen Doherty - Early Years and 
Childcare Development Worker 
maureen.doherty@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mob: 07768066870
 

Central locality
Claire Johnson - Early Years 
Consultant
claire.johnson02@northumberland.gov.uk
Tel: 01670 798831
Mob: 07554 417696
 
Julie Murray - Early Years and 
Childcare Development Worker 
julie.murray@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 841143
Mob: 07876132318 

West Locality 
Kay Summers - Early Years Consultant 
kay.summers@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mob: 07464494398
 
Jill Prescott - Early Years and Childcare 
Development Worker
jill.prescott@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mob: 07768066931

 

South East locality 
Claire Johnson - Early Years 
Consultant
claire.johnson02@northumberland.gov.uk
Tel: 01670 798831 
Mob: 07554 417696

Diane Williamson - Early Years and 
Childcare Development Worker 
diane.williamson@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 798820
Mob: 07785773921

Early Years Inclusion team  
Julie Beattie - Early Years Inclusion 
Consultant/Area SENCO
julie.beattie@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel:- 01670 841143
Mob:- 07768335879
 

You can also contact us on our 
Facebook page - Northumberland 
Early Years Providers using the link 
below:
https://www.facebook.com/grou
ps/961277704015894/
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