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Welcome to the autumn edition of the early years e-magazine.  We have some exciting 
initiatives and projects taking place this year including the 30 hours childcare pilot, a 
‘passport’ to track children on their school readiness journey and a brand new training 
programme.  We look forward to sharing information around initiatives and projects through 
current and future editions of the e-magazine so please keep signing in to keep up to date 
with the latest early years news.
  
The early years team will continue to support you in delivering and developing practice 
through training, networks, information and guidance documents. We would also like to 
promote more shared activities that we know impact on children’s learning such as the ‘55 
books at bedtime’ and ‘30 things to do before you’re 3’.  Practitioners will also have the 
opportunity to take part in a music programme which will explore the effective use of EYPP 
to support children on their school readiness journey.  Please continue to support us by 
sharing your experiences and ideas. 

In every edition of the Early Years E-Magazine we will celebrate either an early years 
practitioner or early years setting.  This edition features a preschool in the west locality who 
were recently awarded an Ofsted grade of ‘outstanding’.

We hope you enjoy reading this edition of the e-mag and would welcome your feedback and 
ideas for future editions.

Kind Regards,
The Early Years Team
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WELCOME TO CLAIRE JOHNSON
My particular passions in early 
years are books and stories, 
heuristic play and the use of natural 
materials, and working with 2 year 
olds. 

When I’m not working, I enjoy 
spending time in the outdoors with 
my husband and two young 
daughters, running, and singing in 
a local chamber choir.”

Claire Johnson
Early Years Consultant
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We are delighted to introduce 
the newest member of the 
Northumberland Early Years 
team.  Claire Johnson joins us 
as an Early Years Consultant 
and will be supporting 
providers in the Central and 
South East localities.

Claire brings to the team a 
wealth of knowledge and 
experience and we are 
excited about working 
together to develop new 
initiatives and ideas for 
practitioners to use in their 
settings. 

Claire’s contact details can 
be found on the final page of 
the e-mag.

“Hi everyone. I’m Claire Johnson and 
the Early Years Consultant for South 
East and Central Northumberland 
localities. I’m really excited about 
joining the Northumberland Early 
Years team and very much look 
forward to meeting with many of you 
in the near future and being able to 
support you and your children on their 
school readiness journey.

I began my teaching career as a 
reception class teacher at Alnwick 
South First School, before moving to 
London to lead the early years 
provision in a school in Enfield. 

Ten years ago I moved back to the 
North East to work as a Children’s 
Centre teacher in Sunderland. This 
role gave me a wealth of experience 
outside of the typical class teacher’s 
role including working with under 3s, 
multi-agency working, supporting and 
mentoring practitioners, Early Years 
leaders and managers, being an 
EYFS Profile moderator, organising 
the Sunderland EY Conference and 
leading projects on various initiatives 
including closing the gap between 
boys and girls. 

Back to contents page



SCHOOL READINESS WORLD CAFE EVENTS
During the consultation events 
people’s thoughts, ideas and light 
bulb moments were captured on 
tablecloths and paper. This has now 
been collated and will be available in 
the next edition of the early years 
e-magazine.

A huge thank you to everyone who 
took part in the world cafe 
consultation events. Your 
participation not only made the 
sessions enjoyable they have 
enabled us to listen and learn from 
each other and we will continue to 
build on this in the future. 

Katie Watson
Early Years Advisor

School R
eadiness w

orld C
afe Events

In June and July 2016 three world cafe 
style events took place to consult with 
multi-professionals across 
Northumberland and gain better insight 
on what we understand as a child being 
school ready.

We focussed on parenting, transitions, 
health, inclusion, pre reception 
experience and early help as we had 
previously identified through a task and 
finish group, expert knowledge and 
research that these are key areas.  
Bringing people together in this way 
enabled interesting, honest debate. A 
wide spectrum of ideas, concerns and 
solutions were shared and by the end of 
each session we were able to draw down 
to some practical and realistic 
possibilities. We recognise the need to 
take a holistic view of being school ready 
and most of the areas overlap. Key 
messages from the consultation were: 

● the importance of parents as the 
child’s first educator and main 
caregivers in ensuring a child is 
healthy, able to play alongside 
others and have some level of 
self-care and self-control in order 
to play and learn.

● the need for a better 
understanding among providers 
as to how they work and how 
teaching and learning is planned 
and delivered

● the importance of 
providers/schools building 
relationships with each other and 
Health Visitors

● the need for some joined up 
guidance and tracking that is 
linked to the 2 year integrated 
check, healthy child programme, 
EYFS and holistic child 
development 

As well as building on and developing 
stronger partnerships with families and 
professionals we will continue to drive 
new initiatives, introducing new 
documents to support a clear universal 
journey to be school ready. Children’s 
Centres will continue to provide Learning 
Together Through Play sessions that 
promote the importance of play and early 
life experiences. We are continuing to 
promote county wide initiatives such as 
‘55 books at bedtime’, ‘30 things to do 
before you’re 3’ and Bookstart. These 
were all acknowledged as helpful during 
the consultation events.

Back To Contents page



55 BOOKS AT BEDTIME

Starting on 31st October and 
every night till Christmas Eve we 
want you to encourage families to 
chart the stories they share with 
their child at bedtime.    

If you have not received an 
information leaflet for the 55 
Books at Bedtime challenge 
please contact a member of the 
Early Years Team.

Katie Watson
Early Years Advisor

5
5
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Once upon a time brings back great 
memories of childhood for most 
adults and it is in the early years 
when the love of stories, reading, 
writing and the creation of a wild 
imagination is developed. 

By the age of  two some children will 
have shared a thousand stories or 
more but sadly many may have had 
only one or two putting them at a 
huge disadvantage. Recent 
research by Hubbub in collaboration 
with BBC radio 4 into the importance 
of rest on health and wellbeing 
discovered the most successful and 
most used form of rest on the mind, 
body and spirit, apart from sleep, 
was reading a book.

In Northumberland we are committed 
to making a change so that ALL 
children have an opportunity to 
develop a love of stories to help them 
reach their full potential and make 
good progress. 

They key to this is motivating, 
inspiring and working closely with 
mums, dads and carers, especially 
those who may find this difficult. So, 
the challenge this year is to get every 
family taking part in the 55 Books at 
Bedtime challenge. Last year some 
settings tried lots of different ways of 
engaging families but many 
expressed how difficult it is 
sometimes. The Early Years team are 
happy to give you help, support and 
top tips if needed.

Back To Contents page

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more you learn, the 
more places you'll go." — Dr. Seuss



SEND ROADSHOWS SEND R
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In It Together Parent Carer Forum and Northumberland County 
Council are running …..

...for the families of children and young people with SEND (special educational needs and disabilities) in 
Northumberland and the professionals who work with them.

·        Meet the services and organisations who are here to support you. 

·        Attend seminars covering a range of different SEND topics 

Back To Contents page

Venue Date Time

Hexham Mart
Tyne Green, Hexham, NE46 3SG

Thursday
3 November 2016

1pm – 6.30pm

Alnwick Willowburn Leisure Centre
Willowburn Ave, Alnwick, NE66 2JH

Thursday
10 November 2016

1pm – 6.30pm

Ashington Leisure Centre
Lintonville Terrace, Ashington, NE63 
9JY

Tuesday
15 November 2016

1pm – 6.30pm

Booking is not required: Just come along when you can (between 1pm and 
6.30pm: last entry 6pm) to the event most convenient for you.

For further information or to let us know about any accessibility 
requirements please contact In It Together Parent Carer Forum, at 

info@in-it-together.org.uk  or on 07729192909 or contact 

Julie Beattie
Early Years Inclusion 

Consultant/SENCo 07768 335879



FUNDED ENTITLEMENT UPDATE
Due to our success we are the only 
early implementer in the Country to 
have been offered more than our 
original budget allocation which has 
allowed us to provide over 600 
families with eligibility letters for the 
academic year. We also hope that 
we will be offered more places for 
January term. 

Please contact Eve Sinclair 01670 
622726 
eve.sinclair@northumberland.gov.uk if 
you would like to showcase any 
specific pieces of work linked to the 
extended entitlement that you feel 
are innovative or inspirational!

Eve Sinclair
Early Years Sustainability 
Officer

F
unded Entitlem

ent Update

2 Year Old Entitlement

We reached a brilliant take up figure 
of 83% for the summer term 2016. 
This is a great achievement with the 
national average at 69%. Thank you 
for all your support in reaching this 
as well as all the hard work you 
dedicate to two year olds in your 
care.

Further plans to increase take up 
this year include:

● celebration events for 2 year 
olds in November 
showcasing to parents what 
two year olds can do as well 
as the wonderful work you all 
do to support 2 year olds to 
meet their full potential 
through early education,

● developing a specific multi 
agency plan to increase the 
engagement of the small 
percentage of parents who 
are yet to take up their 
entitlement.

30 Hours Childcare for Eligible 3 & 
4 Year Olds 
We have experienced great success 
in the planning and early delivery of 
the extended entitlement. DfE have 
been keen to hear more about our 
planning and early delivery as they 
are aware that Northumberland is an 
early implementer that is trail blazing 
some very successful approaches. 
This is a shared success and without 
your open communication and 
willingness to engage with us in 
testing the extended entitlement we 
would be unable to demonstrate to 
DfE the great work that is emerging 
across the County!

Back To Contents page
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EARLY YEARS PUPIL PREMIUM (EYPP)
The Northumberland Early Years 
team are inviting practitioners to 
take part in a project which will 
focus on the effective use of 
EYPP and measuring the impact 
of strategies used.  Practitioners 
taking part in the project will:-

● Attend a training event to 
build confidence and 
knowledge to deliver an 
effective music programme.

● Be offered further support by 
the Northumberland Early 
Years team to implement the 
music programme including 
ideas for engaging parents 
and documentation to 
measure the impact of the 
initiative.

For further information on the 
EYPP School Readiness project 
please contact:

Kay Summers
Early Years Consultant
kay.summers@northumberland.gov.uk

Early Years Pupil Prem
ium

Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP)
We are committed to supporting you 
in accessing all funding available to 
ensure you can support children to 
the best of your ability. You should 
now have a copy an A3 poster and 
A5 leaflet that we have developed to 
support you to improve take up at 
your provision. Please do not send 
completed leaflets back to the LA, 
they should be used to collect 
information from parents for you to 
return via headcount. For support 
please contact Eve Sinclair 01670 
622726 
eve.sinclair@northumberland.gov.uk

Exciting news!!  Following on from 
feedback during the School 
Readiness World Cafe events, the 
Northumberland Early Years team 
are working with Boogie Mites, a 
Hampshire based company who 
provide training and resources to 
support practitioners to deliver high 
quality music sessions with a focus 
on ‘school readiness’.

The Boogie Mites School Ready 
programme is a progressive scheme 
of music activities which have clear 
links with the EYFS, in particular 
children’s attention skills and 
phonological awareness.  It also 
includes strategies for engaging 
parents and influencing the home 
learning environment. The latest 
controlled studies show that 
training in music at any age is 
more effective in boosting a 
child’s reading skills than 
phonics training!!

Back To Contents page
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CELEBRATING GOOD PRACTICE : LITTLE OAKS
C
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Little Oaks Nursery is 
located in west 
Northumberland. Following an 
Ofsted inspection In May 
2016, the nursery were 
awarded their second 
consecutive grade of 
outstanding.  Catherine 
Fergus, Nursery Manager 
talks us through some of the 
underpinning principles behind 
the settings practice.

 

Little Oaks (Acomb) Ltd is a small, 
rural, community run, nursery.  We 
currently hire a room in Acomb First 
School. 

It began in 2002 with only 6 children 
on register and we have worked 
very hard to build the setting up to, 
at our busiest last year, of 48 
children on register. In our setting 
we base our care upon Maslow’s 
hierarchy of needs theory.

We believe if a child is happy, clean, 
dry, well fed and warm and if they 
feel safe and cared for they will 
thrive. 

We run forest school sessions on a 
weekly basis whenever we can and 
spend  time outside daily, where we 
believe the children learn at a much 
deeper more focussed level. We 
also believe strongly that in our 
setting we don’t just have a child; we 
have a whole family to understand 
and care for. 

We run a very high ratio of high 
quality staff to children so that each 
child and family are able to be 
listened to and spoken to whenever 
they need. 

Back To Contents page



…LITTLE OAKS
C
elebrating G

ood Practice: L
ittle O

aks

Most of the staff have been 
together for over 12 years with our 
newest member joining us 3 years 
ago. The staff are our best 
resource with over 20 years 
experience of working with young 
children. All of the staff are 
passionate that every child is 
entitled to the very best start in life 
we can provide. 

Catherine Fergus
Nursery Manager

I have had the pleasure of visiting the 
nursery several times and seeing first 
hand how children and adults play 
and learn together.  They truly are 
co-facilitators of learning!

The forest school principles which the 
nursery has adopted are evident 
throughout the provision, with staff 
seizing every opportunity to support 
children taking risks and thinking 
deeply about learning experiences.  

My first visit to Little Oaks was largely 
spent in the forest with wonderful 
experiences such as imaginative play 
and bread making taking place.  
Children at Little Oaks are given the 
opportunity to take the lead in their 
learning and become fully immersed 
in the experiences on offer.

What struck me when first seeing 
the nursery in operation was the 
variety of ways in which staff use 
meaningful contexts to develop 
children’s knowledge and 
understanding.  For example, as 
children walked in pairs to the 
forest, the practitioner used this as 
an opportunity to demonstrate 
counting in twos, relevant to the 
organisation of the children.  The 
highest aspirations are set for every 
child.

The Early Years Team would like to 
congratulate the team a Little Oaks 
on their great achievement.

Kay Summers
Early Years Consultant

Back To Contents page



…LITTLE OAKS
C
elebrating G

ood Practice: L
ittle O

aksWhat did Ofsted have to say about Little Oaks Nursery…

“Parents are unanimous in their praise.  They are fully involved in their children’s education.”

“The staff are resolute in pursuit of the best for children and provide excellent care.”

“Children relish their time outdoors and understand the importance and benefits of fresh air and exercise.”

“Arrangements for supporting individual children are exemplary.  Intervention is made is a timely fashion and 
children receive any additional support they may need.” 

I

Back To Contents page



EARLY YEARS WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
Early Years W

orkforce Developm
ent

We have received a good 
response from new and existing 
providers subscribing to our Early 
Years Service Level Agreement 
(SLA) and would like to express 
our sincere thanks for your 
continuous support and ongoing 
commitment to improving quality 
and best outcomes for children and 
young people in Northumberland.  

We have worked hard to provide a 
comprehensive, exciting, tailored 
and innovative Early Years 
Professional Development 
Programme this year.  The Early 
Years team have been able to 
commission out some bespoke 
sessions by securing a bid for 
additional grant funding for training 
attached to the 30hrs pilot.  This 
will support settings in their 
preparation and delivery of the 
extended entitlement. Providers 
who have subscribed are seeing 
both the financial and practical 
benefits and many places  are 
filling up fast. 

Feedback from courses currently 
delivered has been extremely 
positive with new ideas for 
additional training being identified to 
build on and inform future planning. 

Details of individual costs and how 
to subscribe are set out in the Early 
Years  SLA document for PVI 
settings. A copy can be obtained 
from

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/
NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/medi
a/Child-Families/Families/Childcare/
TRAINING-PROGRAMME-2016-20
17.pdf

or by contacting Theresa Iley 
(01670)622743 
theresa.iley@northumberland.gov.uk

Details of individual costs for 
schools are set out in the School 
SLA documents which can be 
obtained from the schools education 
website 
http://northumberlandeducation.co.uk/

Group settings and childminders 
wishing to subscribe to the Early 
Years SLA  please contact  Lesley 
Kelly on (01670) 622739

Schools wishing to subscribe 
please contact Theresa Iley on 
(01670) 622743

In the meantime, should you have 
any queries about any of our courses 
available or have any ideas for future 
training then please don't hesitate to 
contact Theresa Iley on the above 
details  

Theresa Iley
Early Years Sustainability 
Officer
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ALLOTMENTS: A GROWING APPEAL FOR CHILDREN
Allotm

ents: A G
row

ing Appeal for C
hildren

There has been a significant 
increase in the number of 
settings choosing to develop 
allotment areas for children, 
with some even including 
polytunnels and designated 
gardening sheds.  Thinking 
about developing an allotment 
area?  Here are just some 
of reasons why you might 
want to give it a go…
Providing growing and gardening 
opportunities for  young children 
enables them to connect with the 
living environment.  Regular hands 
on experiences with plants, animals 
and insects provide an essential 
part of learning and development as 
well as supporting children’s 
emotional and physical health and 
wellbeing.
 

Children who are involved in 
preparing the soil, growing seeds, 
planting seedlings, caring for fruit 
and vegetables will be more 
motivated to find out what the food 
tastes like.

Having the opportunity to dig, rake 
and plant as well as lots of lifting 
and carrying, pushing 
wheelbarrows and watering will not 
only help to develop children’s fine 
and gross motor skills but also offer 
physical activity for exercise too.

Social skills will be improved as 
children are encouraged to take 
turns, share tools and resources 
and work as part of team to achieve 
a goal together.

Children will use their senses and 
can explore plants that stimulate all 
of the senses. When planning your 
gardening area think about the 
colour, shape, smell and texture.

Children will learn where their food 
comes from, what makes plants 
grow, the lifecycles of plants and 
animals, understanding of seasons, 
the weather, composting, wildlife 
and recycling.

There can be a huge sense of 
achievement in gardening when 
children can see what they have 
produced!

Go to the next page to see what one 
allotment looks like in practice...

Julie Murray
Early Years and Childcare 
Development Worker

Back To Contents page



...ALLOTMENTS: A GROWING APPEAL FOR CHILDREN
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Longhorsley Village Playgroup 
is situated in the Village Hall in 
Longhorsley.  The playgroup 
is run by Fiona, Janice, 
Laura, Helen, Eva and Carole.
The playgroup has its own 
allotment which has grown 
into an area full of enriching 
opportunities for the 
children.  Look at some of 
the experiences the children 
are having:

 

Planting, picking, cleaning, 
cooking then eating potatoes.

Taking care of the chickens, 
collecting their eggs, cooking 
and eating the eggs.

Collecting rainwater to water 
the plants,

Developing a fruit garden,

Investigating worms and 
composting.

You can follow their adventures 
on facebook 
@LonghorsleyVillagePlaygroup

Back To Contents page
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PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS PROJECT Phonological Aw
areness Project

Spittal and Tweedmouth West First 
Schools are the only 2 schools in the 
Berwick area that don’t have their own 
school nursery and regularly receive 
children into their reception classes 
from up to 9 different settings in the 
area. As Early Years Consultant for 
the North of the county I led a project 
to build on and strengthen the existing 
partnership working between the 
schools and their feeder settings with 
a particular focus on Phonological 
Awareness and Phonics.

At the start of the project each setting 
had their own curriculum for the 
teaching of reading and children who 
had attended different settings were 
starting reception with very different 
skills and levels of achievement. 
Following a well attended meeting it 
was agreed that if we could define the 
phonological awareness skills that 
would prepare children for starting 
school we could then look towards 
creating a common curriculum across 
all the settings in the area. 

Having co-authored the Local Authorities 
Phonological Awareness Programme 
(Sounds Great) I was able to draw up a 
list of 6 key skills which were used to 
create a Phonological Awareness 
assessment document along with 2 
additional questions assessing children’s 
general level of attention and their 
willingness/ability to take part in small 
group sessions. 

All the providers in the area undertook a 
‘baseline’ assessment of the children’s 
skills, followed by a series of professional 
development sessions and visits to each 
others settings. A programme of small 
group, enjoyable activities and 
interventions were then carried out 
throughout the academic year focussing 
on the skills that each child needed to 
learn. Model sessions were delivered for 
practitioners to observe and meetings 
provided support and a forum for 
discussion about any issues arising. 
At the end of the summer term, just 
before the children moved up to their new 
schools the PVI settings repeated the 
Phonological Awareness assessment and 
were delighted to see the improvement 
the children had made.

 

Once the children started in Reception in 
September 2015, both schools noticed 
how much more consistent the children’s 
skills were, independent of the setting 
they had attended and that many more 
children were now beginning to 
recognise letter sounds. 

This year the project has continued with 
a focus on supporting parents in the 
home learning environment. A series of 
6 leaflets have been produced by the 
project members, explaining the 
importance of phonological awareness 
to parents and introducing them to 
simple everyday activities that they can 
do at home to support their child’s 
learning. So far the feedback has been 
very positive and we await feedback 
from the schools on this years Reception 
cohort to see what effect it has had on 
children’s learning and skills.

Liz Sommerville
Early Years Consultant 
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OUT OF SCHOOL CLUBS
O
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Out of School Club Learning Together page coming 
soon. Watch this space.

Jill Prescott
Early Years Childcare and Development 
Worker

We would like to thank all the settings who 
attended the Out of School Club Workshop and 
shared their ideas and views. There was lots of 
laughter playing head stocking skittles and human 
hungry hippos.
 
We gained lots of ideas for future training and what 
you would like to see on the new OOSC Learning 
Together page. It’s not too late to share your views: 
why not contact your locality development worker 
to ensure your views are taken into consideration.

Back To Contents page



DON’T THROW IT AWAY: JAM JAR ACTIVITIES
Don’t Throw

 It Aw
ay: Jam

 Jar Activities

A xylophone can be made by half 
filling jam jars with coloured water 
and playing with a spoon.

How to reuse those humble 
household objects you 
regularly throw away. Here 
are some Ideas for using jam 
jars with all ages.

For babies why not introduce small 
jam jars into your treasure basket:
Jars can contain other objects; 
putting things into other things 
teaches babies all sorts of concepts. 
One example is that they are 
learning that things still have weight 
and sound when hidden - the hidden 
item hasn't 'gone'; they can find it 
again by opening the container (this 
is known as object permanence).

Back To Contents page

Include a strong small jam jar with 
screw on lids in your treasure 
basket.
Or provide a selection of Jar lids. 
Look for the lids with the popping 
button; babies love to look for the lid 
that makes the sound. 

Musical instruments

Maracas can be made by adding dry 
beans, rice or pasta into a jar glue 
the lid and hear the different sounds 
made by the shakers.  Or attach two 
lids together to make a set of 
castanets, which children would love 
to decorate



...JAM JAR ACTIVITIES
Don’t Throw

 It Aw
ay: Jam

 Jar Activities

Mini greenhouse

The children could use the jar to 
grow seed. In the jar below the 
children have grown grass seeds. 
The grass has grown out of the 
jar. Why not improve cutting skills 
by providing scissors.  Boys will 
have fun with their own jam jar  
wormery.

Storage:
Place all the resources children could 
use in the playdough  to create a 
playdough toolkit.

Why not raise funds for your 
provision by asking each child to fill a 
jam jar with exciting gifts and make a 
Jam Jar tombola.

Back To Contents page

Picture frames
Children love to see themselves their 
family and friends in photo books. 
Why not develop this further by 
placing a photos into jam jar lids. 
This will make it easy for babies to 
hold.

Outdoors shabby chic wind chime
Spruce up your outdoor decor with a 
rustic wind chime made from old lids. 
The children will live to decorate 
each lid.



...JAM JAR ACTIVITIES
Don’t Throw

 It Aw
ay: Jam

 Jar Activities

If anyone has  any innovative 
ideas for the use of recycled 
materials let us know and we can 
share them with other early years 
practitioners.

Jill Prescott
Early Years Childcare 

and Development 
Worker

Making butter

I can remember making butter with 
the cream from the top of the school 
milk, in a jam jar. We all had a turn 
shaking the jar and watching the 
cream change into butter. The fun 
part was spreading the butter onto a 
ritz cracker and eating it. I still 
remember that activity back in 1974.

Sensory Jars

Making snow globes and sensory 
jars can calm children down as they 
watch the glitter settle to the bottom 
of the jar. 
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A note about safety!                 
Play with everyday non-toy objects 
has widely recognised benefits for 
babies and children, however these 
kinds of activities should always be 
closely supervised. Use common 
sense to decide what you are 
comfortable letting the children 
handle, and decide for yourself 
what could be a hazard.  
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The SEND support 
service ASD and Social 
Communication team run 
a monthly group for 
parents living in 
Northumberland who 
have children with social 
communication 
difficulties and / or a 
diagnosis of autism 
spectrum disorder.

The support group which is 
facilitated by Kim Graham - a 
specialist teacher for autism 
spectrum disorder / social 
communication difficulties where 
parents come to meet with other 
parents in an informal setting 
where they can share experiences 
both positive and challenging.

The parents decide on how they 
would like the group to run and if 
they require any further training this 
can be arranged or the parents 
signposted to the most appropriate 
service. Guest speakers attend and 
offer support, advice and further 
guidance to the parents.
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The group meets on the last 
Thursday of each month (or as 
near to depending on when the 
school holidays fall) at Hexham 
Enterprise Hub, Northumberland 
Park, South Park Hexham, 
Northumberland. NE461BS.

If you would like further 
information contact:
kim.graham@northumberland.gov.uk
 or call 01670620199

Kim Young
Specialist Teacher for 
ASD & Social 
Communication

mailto:kim.graham@northumberland.gov.uk
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Following the success of 
the Talk Boost Key Stage 1 
intervention in schools 
across Northumberland, 
many staff were keen to 
access the Early Talk Boost 
intervention when it was 
launched nationally in Autumn 
2015. 

This is a targeted intervention, 
delivered by a trained Early Years 
practitioner, for a group of up to 8 
children aged 3--4 years who have 
delayed language development. 
Research by I CAN, the children’s 
communication charity, showed 
that after Early Talk Boost, children 
make statistically significant 
progress in their early language. 

On average they make 6 months 
progress after the 9 week 
intervention helping them to catch 
up with other children their age. 
This was twice the amount of 
progress of children not having the 
intervention. 

The training was offered by the SEND 
Support Service Speech and 
Language Team across 
Northumberland in November 2015. 
Follow up workshops have also been 
delivered in response to demand from 
preschools and settings. Currently, 
over 140 staff have been trained in 
more than 65 settings/preschools. 
There is a cost of £450.00 for the 
materials which includes an 
intervention manual, parent training, 
tracker tool, toolkit and 10 x 8 Jake 
and Tizzy story books.

The SEND Speech, Language and 
Communication Team are now 
collecting outcome measures following 
delivery of this intervention. Data 
received on over 100 children who 
have participated in this intervention 
shows overwhelmingly positive 
outcomes, with some staff directly 
reporting children’s improved 
performance on the Communication 
and Language Early Learning Goal. 

As reported by one local SENCo: 

“The end assessment showed that 
all children made progress. The 
scores of 3 of the children doubled 
from the start to the end of the 
intervention. All children that 
followed the Early Talk Boost are 
now able to listen to and follow an 
age appropriate story.” 

The intervention also includes a 
workshop for parents/carers to 
support them in developing 
children’s communication and 
language skills at home. 

If any staff/settings are interested in 
receiving training in this new, 
evidence based, popular 
intervention, please contact: 

Helen.Robson@northumberland.gov.uk

Jennie Beckwith
Specialist 
Teacher/Speech & 
Language Therapist
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This year was the most successful 
to date with over 300 children and 
parents attending.  Families were 
encouraged to take part in modern 
and traditional play opportunities 
including soft play, bouncy castles, 
fairground games and face 
painting. Messy play, craft activities 
and junk modelling were also on 
offer to encourage children to get 
creative. 
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Wednesday, August 3rd was 
National Playday, a community 
event which brings thousands 
of children and their families 
across the UK together to 
celebrate play.

Prudhoe Children’s Centre has 
been organising a local Playday at 
Eastwoods park for 7 years now. 
The aim of Playday is to highlight 
the importance of play in children’s 
lives and to provide a range of 
information and support to families 
on locally available services. 

A range of partners came together 
to support the event. Local health 
visitors and nursery nurses 
provided a baby area and were on 
hand to offer breastfeeding 
information and support. Prudhoe 
Parents Group provided a cake 
stall and raised funds towards the 
provision of activities. Local 
businesses provided free fruit and 
vegetables and 130 free water 
bottles were donated.
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Prudhoe Children’s Centre promoted 
the importance of play and physical 
play. A special hut was created to 
promote ‘30 things to do before 
you're 3’  Practitioners used a space 
theme to encourage families to take 
part in ‘30 things to do before you’re 
3’.  Together with their parents, 
children could splash in puddles, 
match pairs of socks, explore space 
playdough and sing ‘5 little men in a 
flying saucer’.

There was a big space for children to 
climb, jump, build and be free to 
move safely.  Vicki Mailey, Early 
Years Practitioners at Prudhoe 
Children’s Centre said: “It was 
inspiring seeing parents and children 
smile together, interact together, 
build memories and experience 
something new costing nothing but 
time and effort”

For further information on future 
events being held please contact 
your local children’s centre.
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The Children’s Centre teams, 
including health visitors, have 
been working hard over the 
summer to review the 
universal (open to all) 
services that are on offer 
in the County’s Children 
Centres. 

Children living and accessing Sure 
Start services in Northumberland 
have an entitlement to be healthy, 
confident, safe and have their 
developmental and learning needs 
met in a way that is unique to 
them.  

The majority of families will be 
supported under the Healthy Child 
Programme (HCP) as the core 
universal offer and this is delivered by 
the health visiting team. 

They work in partnership with the 
Children’s Centre teams who will  offer 
universal provision through the 
Learning Together Through Play 
(LTTP) sessions which adhere to key 
themes designed to complement the 
messages delivered through the HCP.  
These themes will include attachment 
and bonding, weaning, safety and 
accident prevention, dental hygiene, 
healthy eating, speech and 
communication and school readiness.

This offer is reflected in the 
‘washing line’ graphic attached and 
you will begin to see this displayed 
widely across the county. 

Families that require additional 
targeted  support will be identified 
through these universal services 
and by direct referral from agencies 
as outlined in the Early Help 
Strategy.

If you would like more information 
please contact Jackie McCormick 
on 07785 721298 or at 
jackie.mccormick@northumberland
.gov .uk

Jackie McCormick
Children’s Centres 

Improvement 
Partner
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ontacts
County Hall, Morpeth
David Street - Commissioner of Early 
Years & Primary
david.street@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622744
Mob:  07500125980
 
Katie Watson - Early Years Advisor 
katie.watson@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622806
Mob: 07949393039
 
Eve Sinclair - Early Years 
Sustainability Officer 
eve.sinclair@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622726
Mob: 07917070970
 
Theresa Iley - Early Years 
Sustainability Officer 
theresa.iley@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622743
Mob: 07824476543
 
Lesley Kelly - Early Years 
Administrator 
lesley.kelly@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 622739

North Locality
Liz Somerville - Early Years Consultant
liz.somerville@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mob: 07825124842 
 
Maureen Doherty - Early Years and 
Childcare Development Worker 
maureen.doherty@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mob: 07768066870
 

Central locality
Claire Johnson - Early Years 
Consultant
claire.johnson02@northumberland.gov.uk
Tel: 01670 798831
 
Julie Murray - Early Years and 
Childcare Development Worker 
julie.murray@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel: 01670 841143
Mob: 07876132318 

West Locality 
Kay Summers - Early Years Consultant 
kay.summers@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mob: 07464494398
 
Jill Prescott - Early Years and Childcare 
Development Worker
jill.prescott@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mob: 07768066931

 

South East locality 
Claire Johnson - Early Years 
Consultant
claire.johnson02@northumberland.gov.u
k
Tel: 01670 798831 

Diane Williamson - Early Years and 
Childcare Development Worker 
diane.williamson@northumberland.gov.u
k 
Tel: 01670 798820
Mob: 07785773921

Early Years Inclusion team  
Julie Beattie - EY Inclusion 
Consultant/Area SENCO
julie.beattie@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel:- 01670 841143
Mob:- 07768335879
 
Cheryl Wade –EY Inclusion 
Consultant
cheryl.wade@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mob: 07818032773
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