
 

Questions and Answer Section 

General Questions  

Q. Do I have to be teaching IT or Computer Science to be a team Guardian? 

Not at all we want to encourage all teachers to enter a team, you don't need to have any 

knowledge or skills about computing or Cyber Security. Plenty of enthusiasm and some girls 

keen to get involved is all you need. 

Q. Can I have less or more than 4 in my team? 

You can have less than 4 in your team but remember part of the exercise is about team 

working and you will be up against schools that will have 4 girls in their teams.  If you have 

more than 4 girls this won’t fit with the Grand Final competition model. You can always enter a 

second team so everybody can have a go. 

Q. Can my school have an advance on the travel costs? 

We need to have an invoice or receipt before funds can be released so unfortunately we cannot 

give any money out in advance. 

Q. How many teams can my school enter?  

You can enter as many teams as you like.  

Q. Can I be a guardian for more than one team? 

Yes, you can.  

Q. How do I enter a team? 

Please go to www.ncsc.gov.uk/events/cyberfirst-girls-competition where you will find the pre-

registration page. From there you can pre-register and await your unique identification code. 

Q. I’m concerned I may not have enough pastoral support for my girls, is GCHQ 

doing anything to help with this? 

GCHQ wants to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all finalists.  So, we have engaged with the 

Smallpeice Trust www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk  to provide 3 education and safety officers.  Each 

officer has been CRB checked and are first aid trained, they will be on hand for the duration of 

the overnight stay and competition. 

Online Round  

Q. What equipment do the teams need to be able to take part in the online round? 

Access to the internet via a PC is all you need to be able to take part.  
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Q. How much time will the online round take?  

This will all depend on the knowledge of the team. The online round will be open for a week. 

There will be many challenges and we don’t expect any team to complete all of them. Each 

team guardian and team should work out the best strategy that will enable them to complete 

the challenges.  

Q. What do I do if the online round doesn’t work? 

If you have any problems with the online round not working, then please email 

girls.competition@gchq.gsi.gov.uk explaining your issue and we will work to resolve it. 

Q. Can I use the teachers resource pack for other classes at school? 

We actively encourage you to use the online resource pack as much as possible, any 

development in the understanding of cyber security for children is a positive. We want to get as 

many school children interested as possible. Please go to www.ncsc.gov.uk/new-talent for more 

information about our free Cyber Security courses we will be running this year and our 

CyberFirst Bursary Scheme. 

Q. I have a transgender girl that wishes to enter the competition, is this OK? 

Yes, transgender girls are welcome in this competition. If a member of your team is 

transgender, and your team makes it through to the final, please contact us at 

girls.competition@gchq.gsi.gov.uk. We will then arrange to speak to you in confidence 

regarding any domestic or other adjustments which may be required. There is no requirement 

for you to declare this information outside of the situation described. 

Grand Final 

Q. Where will the Final be held? 

Unfortunately, due to security reasons we cannot announce the exact venue of the final until 

the last minute, but we can say it’s going to be in London. The team guardians for all finalists 

will be given instructions about the Sunday and Monday arrangements and an itinerary will be 

issued to all teams at the welcome dinner.  

Q. When will my team be told we have got a place in the final? 

Qualifying teams will be notified by 13th March 2017, earlier if possible. 

Q. What do I do if a member of my team can’t come to the final? 

If there is a problem with any of your team members, then please email the 

girls.competition@gchq.gsi.gov.uk mailbox as soon as possible with the details.  

Q. My Headteacher would like to come along to the final is this ok? 

On notification of qualifying for the grand final you will be asked if your school would like to 

send along an additional representative on the day of the competition.  We will need the name 
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of that person in advance to ensure they can gain entry to the venue. Last minute changes to 

visitors cannot be guaranteed entrance to the venue.  

Q. My school is a long way from London can we stay over on the Monday night?  

Yes, but this cost and any associated expenses would have to be covered by your school. We 

will not be able to arrange the extra night’s accommodation or cover any additional expenses 

related to the extra nights stay. 


