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Percentage achieving a good level of development continues to increase 

 

In Northumberland, 73.4% of children achieved a good        
level of development, an increase of 9.5% on 2015. This          
compares to 69.3% nationally. Both the Northumberland       
and national figures have increased over a period of four          
years but the rate of increase is more significant for          
Northumberland.  
 
The same trend was seen in the percentage achieving at          
least the expected level across all 17 early learning         
goals.  This has increased by 8.1% from 2015. 
 
The average total point score has also increased. 
 
In Northumberland, an additional 9% of children       
achieved expected levels in all three prime areas        

compared to those achieving a good level of development. This suggests that the specific areas of                
Literacy and Mathematics are the areas of learning where children are less likely to achieve the expected                 
level. 

 

Girls continue to do better than boys and in Northumberland the gender gap has increased for all 
three key measures. 

 

In Northumberland, the gender gap for the percentage of         
children achieving a good level of development increased        
slightly from 15.1% in 2015 to 15.5% in 2016. National          
figures suggest the gender gap is decreasing overall. 

Similarly, the gap for the percentage of children achieving         
at least the expected level in all 17 early learning goals           
increased from 15.6% in 2015 to 16.7% in 2016. Both girls           
and boys have improved but in Northumberland, girls        
continue to improve at a faster rate. 

The gap in the average total point score remained the 
same at 2.5 points from 2015 and 2016. This is in line with  

                                                                           national figures. 
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1. Key Measures 

Results for all three key measures have continued to rise and in Northumberland the increase this year was much greater,                    
particularly compared to national data. 

Figure C: EYFSP key measures 
Northumberland, 2013-2016 

 2013 2014 2015 2016 

% achieving good level of 
development 49.3 56.8 64.9 73.4 

% achieving at least 
expected in all 17 early 
learning goals 47.2 54.5 63.6 71.7 

Average total points 
score 32.9 33.4 34.9 35.7 

 

Definition: Good level of development  
Children achieving a good level of development are those achieving at least the expected level within the following areas of 
learning: communication and language; physical development; personal, social and emotional development; literacy; and 
mathematics. This includes 1–12 in Figure D below. 

 

2. Early Learning Goals 

The percentage of children achieving at least the expected level within each of the 17 early learning goals has improved year on                      
year, but performance still varies between each goal. Reading, Writing and Numbers continue to be the three goals with the lowest                     
percentage achieving the expected level or above. The largest improvements from 2013 were for Listening and Attention, Speaking                  
and Managing Feelings and Behaviour. 

 

 



 

 

Figure E shows the distribution of total points scores. This shows that 34 points is clearly the most common outcome. An outcome                      
of 34 points is the equivalent of a child achieving the expected level in each and every early learning goal.  

Figure E. Total point score distribution in the EYFSP for all pupils in Northumberland 2016 

 

3. Key Measures by Gender 

Girls continue to perform better than boys in all key measures. For instance, in 2016, 80.3% of girls achieved at least the expected                       
level in all 17 early learning goals compared to 63.6% of boys. 

Figures F1-F3: Key measures by gender, Northumberland 2013-2016  

   

Between 2015 and 2016, the gender gap increased for the percentage achieving a good level of development and the percentage                    
achieving at least expected in all 17 early learning goals. The gender gap for average point score remained the same. 

Figures G1-G3: Key measures by gender gap, Northumberland 2013-2016 

 

 

 



 

 

4. Early Learning Goals by Gender 

Girls continue to perform better than boys in all 17 of the early learning goals. The gender gap for the percentage achieving at least                        
the expected level is largest in writing (15%) and reading (13%).  The gap is smallest for technology (2%). 

Figure H: Early Learning Goals by Gender, Northumberland, 2016 

 

The gender gap has increased since 2013 for the following 9 Early Learning Goals: Understanding; Health and Self-Care;                  
Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness; Reading; Numbers; Shape, Space and Measures; People and Communities; The World; and               
Technology. The gender gap has remained broadly the same for Writing but has decreased for the 7 other goals. 

5. Key Measures by Disadvantaged Groups 

Despite the upward trend, In all three key measures all disadvantaged groups continue to do less well than Northumberland as a                     
whole. For instance, in 2016, only 65% of children living in the 30% super-output areas achieved a good level of development                     
compared to 78% not living in the 30% super-output areas and compared to 73% in Northumberland overall.  

Figures I1-I3: Key measures by disadvantaged group, Northumberland 2013-2016 

 

Between 2015 and 2016, the gaps for all disadvantaged groups compared to Northumberland as a whole decreased for the                   
percentage achieving a good level of development and the percentage achieving at least expected in all 17 early learning goals. The                     

 



 

gap for average point score decreased for children with English as an additional language, remained the same for SEND and children                     
eligible for free school meals, and increased by one point for black, Asian and minority ethnic children. 

6. Early Learning Goals by Disadvantaged Group 

Disadvantaged groups continue to perform less well in each of the 17 Early Learning Goals compared to Northumberland as a 
whole, except for the Black and Ethnic Minority group which outperforms Northumberland as a whole in Listening and Attention, 
Moving and Handling, Health and Self-Care, Reading, Number, Technology and Exploring Media and Materials. Children with English 
as an additional language also outperform Northumberland as a whole in both aspects of Physical Development  The gap for the 
percentage achieving at least the expected level is largest in the following areas of learning -  for BME: The World; EAL: Speaking; 
SEND:Writing; IDACI 30%: Writing.  

Figure J Early Learning Goals by disadvantaged group, Northumberland 2016 

 

7. Locality Variation 

All four localities (North, Central, South East & West) improved on last year’s performance. The variation between the top and                    
bottom performing localities has decreased from 15%  in 2015 to 9% in 2016.  

Figure K EYFSP Locality Performance 

 

 



 

8. Gaps for Lowest Attaining Children 

This section looks at the total average point score, the gap between all children and the lowest 20% of attaining children to 
determine if the lowest attaining children are improving. 

How the percentage inequality gap is calculated 
The gap is calculated as the percentage difference between the mean average of the lowest 20% and median average for all 
children. 

 

The mean average total point score for the lowest attaining 20% continues to improve.  The percentage inequality gap continues to 
reduce, from 35.5% in 2013 to 25.1% in 2016.  The inequality gap is closing at a greater rate in Northumberland compared to 
nationally. 

Figure L: Percentage inequality gap Northumberland, 
2013-2016 

 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Median (All Children) 
average total point score 34 34 34 34 

Mean (All Children) 
average total point score 32.9 33.4 34.9 35.7 

Mean (Lowest 20%) 
average total point score 21.9 22.6 24.0 25.5 

Percentage inequality 
gap 35.5 33.6 29.4 25.1 

 

 

 

 

 


