
1 

 

The Dales Teaching School Alliance 

CPD Programme 2016-2017 
“Leading and inspiring learning for all.” 

 

Introduction 
The Dales Teaching School Alliance CPD Programme for 
2016-2017 includes a wide range of opportunities for all 
colleagues involved in our partner schools. The 
opportunities have been chosen based on feedback from 
Head Teachers, senior leaders, teachers, other staff and 
governors. We hope that there is something  suitable for 
everyone. The CPD programme will be followed up with 
regular reminders through our ‘fortnightly updates’ and 
also on our website: www.thedales.northumberland.sch.uk 

The Dales Teaching School Alliance Annual Conference 2016 

Date: 21st October 2016 Venue: The Blyth Academy Cost: £20.00 pp 

Seminars & Speakers 

Keynote Speech: 
“What really works in raising 
standards in areas of social 
disadvantage.“ 
 
Keynote Speakers: 
Alan Jervis 
Julie Watson 

1. Mathematics (to include KS2 – 3 / 4  transition) 
2. Literacy (to include KS2 – 3 / 4 transition) 
3. Maths and Literacy (EYFS and KS1) 
4. Using Technology to Improve Inclusion in Schools 
5. Best Practice in Administration and Financial Management   
6. Developing a Whole School Approach to Mental Health & Wellbeing 
7. Developing an Outdoor Learning Strategy  
8. Exploring Innovative Solutions for a Creative Curriculum 
9. Sharing Best Practice in Parental Engagement 
10. Leadership in the 21st Century 

Continuing Professional Development Opportunities - At a glance 

2016 2017 

28/09/16 - MIDAS 
30/09/16 - SLE Application Deadline 
30/09/16 - NPQSL 
07/10/16 - Appraisal for Middle/Senior Leaders 
10/10/16 - Leadership Learning Visit 
21/10/16 - TSA Annual Conference 
07/11/16 - SEND Regional Conference 
09/11/16 - What is ADHD? 
15/11/16 - EYFS and Family Support (Open Day) 
22/11/16 - SENDCO Network (Ongoing) 
23/11/16 - STEM Seminar 
23/11/16 - Apprenticeship Network (Ongoing) 
01/12/16 - Improving the Learning of  Children 
 with SEND 
07/12/16 - Wellbeing Coaching Model 

25/01/17 - Meeting the Needs of Children with 
 SEND in Mainstream Schools 
07/02/17 - Poverty Proofing Your School 
04/03/17 - Governors Conference 
07/03/17 - Outdoor Learning 
17/03/17 - Parents Conference 
29/03/17 - MIDAS 
25/04/17 - Level 2 Youth Work (Ongoing) 
03/05/17 - STEPS Day 1 
10/05/17 - STEPS Day 2 
17/05/17 - STEPS Day 3 
21/06/17 - Resilient Schools 

http://www.thedales.northumberland.sch.uk/
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Conferences and Seminars 

SEND Regional Conference 07/11/2016 
“Every Child’s Progress Counts” 09:00 - 16:00pm 
Within the new OFSTED Common Inspection Framework, schools need to meet the greater challenge of every 
teacher being an ‘outstanding SEND teacher’.  
This conference will support you in preparation for this, to ensure that every child is able to achieve their full 
potential, whatever their needs. This conference is for Head Teachers, Teachers, SENDCOs and Governors and 
will be a day of high profile, thought provoking educational speakers and facilitators who will challenge, 
motivate and enthuse. 
Venue: Hardwick Hall, Sedgefield Price: £180.00 pp 

(buy one get one half price for all TSA partners) 

What is Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)? 09/11/2016 
Michael Vass 09:30 - 12:30pm 
A half day seminar covering the following topics:  
   The Role of Children and Young People’s Services    Management Strategies for home and school 
   What if we don’t do anything?    Support groups 
   Medication and treatment options    Questions Price: £25.00 pp 
Venue: The Dales School (includes lunch) 

Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths (STEM) 23/11/2016 
National/Regional STEM Leads 09:00 - 13:00pm 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths are critical areas of learning for all children and young people. 
Expertise in these areas will lead to future employment opportunities and regeneration across Blyth as schools 
work together with local employers. This seminar brings together STEM Co-ordinators from schools and 
representatives from local industries. Together, we will develop a STEM Strategy for the area and plan a 
conference for learners, community members and local employers. Price: £25.00 pp 
Venue: The Port of Blyth Training Services (includes lunch) 

Meeting the Needs of Children with SEND in Mainstream Schools 25/01/2017 
From a Speech and Language Perspective  09:00 - 12:30pm 
Di Nicholson 
An interactive half day session delivered by Speech and Language Therapists working in Special and Mainstream 
Schools in Northumberland. The session will focus on children with special needs who have significant speech, 
language and communication difficulties in mainstream schools. The focus will be mainly  on children within the 
primary years, and will include a range of practical strategies and aids to planning for speech, language and 
communication  needs within the curriculum. The session will include the use of visual strategies, Social Stories, 
Colourful Semantics as well as how to plan for children in an integrated way. Price: £25.00 pp 
Venue: The Dales School (includes lunch) 

Poverty Proofing Your School 07/02/2017 
Luke Bramhall (Children North East) 15:45 - 17:15pm 
Challenge yourself to explore the impact of poverty on the school day and start considering ways to overcome 
barriers to learning outside of the classroom. Poverty Proofing the School Day is a process that has evolved with 
schools across the north east and is now a national intervention that seeks to identify and overcome 
unintentional discrimination that our poorest students face.   
Venue:  The Dales School Price: £25.00 pp 
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Parents Conference 17/03/2017 
Glynis Burn (Family Support Co-ordinator) 09:00  - 14:45pm 
A full day event for parents of children with additional needs from all TSA specialist and mainstream 
schools.  The event will include a range of useful and interactive workshops to help parents understand and 
cope with the challenges that they and their children face.  Including: 
Managing challenging behaviours Speech, language and communication skills 
Understanding autism Helping your child to learn 
First Aid for parents Understanding Education and Health Care Plans 
Venue: The Dales School (may be subsidised by host school & includes lunch) Price: £25.00 pp 

Conferences and Seminars 

Resilient Pupils… Resilient Parents… Resilient Schools 21/06/2017 
Jean Gross (CBE—National Expert on SEND) 09:30 - 12:30pm 
Explore the science of resilience and the practical steps schools can take to build it in staff and children alike. We 
will also explore the place of resilience in the recent Ofsted framework making links to the hot topic of children’s 
mental health, considering what can be done in school to develop staff self-efficacy and wellbeing in challenging 
times. This session, sponsored by Oxford University Press (not-for-profit) and organised by the Dales TSA, offers 
the opportunity to attend a half day of professional development appropriate for HT, SLT, subject leaders and 
inclusion leads. Session 1: Resilient Pupils, Session 2: Resilient Schools and Parents. 
Venue: The Dales School Price: £25.00 pp 
 (includes lunch) 

STEPS 03/05/2017, 10/05/2017, 17/05/2017 
Glynis Burn (Family Support Co-ordinator) 09:30 - 14:45pm 
A 3 day programme designed to promote self-esteem and confidence suitable for all parents, support staff, 
governors and teachers. Participants will be encouraged to step out of their comfort zone and set 
goals.  Participants can expect to have higher levels of motivation, increased self-belief, raised levels of personal 
accountability and to have greater expectations of success and to realise their full potential.    
Venue: The Dales School Price: £25.00 pp 

(for full 3 day programme, lunch and support materials) 

Governors Conference 04/03/2017 (TBC) 

The Dales TSA in collaboration with the Percy Hedley Foundation 09:30 - 15:30pm  
This conference will focus on helping governors to understand and meet the many challenges of governance 
within an ever changing context.  It will include high profile keynote speakers and a range of interactive 
workshops led by experienced National Leaders of Governance.  There will also be opportunities to network 
with other governors and to discuss implications for your school, Multi-Academy Trust or Academy. 
Governor self-evaluation Helping to lead school out of challenging circumstances 
Preparation for inspection Considering moving to a federation/MAT or Academy? 
Venue: TBC (may be subsidised by host school & includes lunch) Price: £50.00 pp  

Early Years and Foundation Stage Date TBC 
We are exploring the possibility of an EYFS conference looking at effective self-evaluation processes. The 
conference would be led by a national leadership consultant and would focus on how to demonstrate that you 
have a secure knowledge and understanding of pupil outcomes and the quality of provision. The conference 
would be held locally and would cost £150.00 per delegate for a full day event. 
Expressions of interest should be forwarded to The Dales TSA at TSA@thedales.northumberland.sch.uk and if 
sufficient delegates are interested we will organise the event to take place during Spring/Summer 2017.  
 Price: £150.00 pp 

mailto:tsa@thedales.northumberland.sch.uk
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SENDCO Network 22/11/2016 
TSA SENDCOs 15:45 - 17:15pm 
Would you like the opportunity to talk to Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinators for the local 
area about current issues relating to SEND? This workshop will focus on measuring progress and assessment 
within the new National Curriculum as well as transition between schools and phases. These will be informal 
meetings where SENDCOs and others working with children with SEND can discuss issues relating to their needs. 
Venue: Croftway Primary Academy Price: FREE 

Apprentices Network 23/11/2016 
Rachel Straker and Rachel Hepburn (The Dales Apprentice Mentors) 15:30 - 17:00pm 
We aim to provide a fun and relaxed session that will offer apprentices, both teaching and administrative, the 
opportunity to get together, network and share best practice across the TSA. The group will be given the 
opportunity to discuss topics and ask questions in an impartial and non-judgemental atmosphere and we 
encourage attendees to take ideas back to their home schools.  
Venue: The Dales School Price: FREE 

Networking and Sharing Practice 

Level 2 Youth Work 25/04/2017 

 15:45 - 18:00pm 
Mike Kelcey (Northumberland Youth Service) 
The Level 2 in youth support work is a twenty hour course 
written and delivered by qualified and experienced youth 
workers. We will cover areas including building positive 
relationships with young people, health and safety, 
safeguarding, funding and designing a vibrant youth 
programme. Over ten sessions, learning in an informal 
environment, participants will gain confidence and skills 
which will help them run a local summer programme in 
2017. This course is accredited by AQA and will give those 
who complete it a level 2 award as well as the 
opportunity to put their new learning into practise.  
Venue: The Dales School Price: £50.00 pp 

Outdoor Learning 07/03/2017 

Introductory Module 09:30 - 15:00pm 
John Herron (Northumberland County Council) 
This course will cover leadership of groups in an outdoor 
learning environment including: 
Supervision: Responsibility, remote supervision, down 
time.  
Ongoing risk assessment: Check local weather forecast, 
behaviour problems, Plan B.  
Emergency Procedures: Preparation and emergency 
procedures framework.  
Advice on specific activities: Coastal and farm visits and 
swimming in the sea or other natural waters. 
Venue: The Dales School Price: £50.00 pp 

MIDAS 28/09/2016 

Bill Simpson  29/03/2017 
All staff responsible for driving a school mini bus must have the accredited MIDAS training and assessment. We can offer 
the opportunity to gain your initial qualification and also to re-validate once your accreditation runs out.  
Venue: The Dales School  Price: £75.00 pp 

Accreditation 

Improving the Learning of Children with SEND or Challenging Behaviours 01/12/2016 
Rachel Straker and Rachel Hepburn (The Dales School) 15:30 - 17:00pm  
A briefing session for Teaching Assistants aspiring to enhance their knowledge and skills to improve the learning 
of children with SEND or challenging behaviours.  The session will outline details of a new module to commence 
in the Spring 2017 and will offer a range of ideas and strategies to improve the impact of your interventions.  
Venue: The Dales School Price: FREE 
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National Professional Qualification for 
Senior Leadership 
Future Leaders in partnership with NET/The Blyth 
Academy are facilitating the NPQSL Leading 
Impact Programme from September.  
The programme is for aspiring senior leaders or 
senior leaders who are intending to or are 
interested in applying for future leaders.  The 
course consists of 7 sessions across the academic 
year covering modules including leadership impact, 
leading change, leading people, leading teaching 
and learning, leading analysis and intervention and 
leading into the future.   
Date: Friday, 30th September 2016 
Price: £1500.00 pp Venue: The Blyth Academy 
Contact: Sarah Ramsden at The Blyth Academy. 

Specialist Leaders of Education 
Applications by 30/09/16 
Elaine O’Connor and Lynn Culkin 
Specialist Leaders of Education are part of the 
Government Strategy to increase school capacity 
through school to school support. Staff with proven 
expertise in a specific subject or area of leadership 
can apply to gain designation as a SLE.  
The deadline for application is 30/09/16. 
Further information and the application pack is 
available on The Dales website at: 
www.thedales.northumberland.sch.uk 

Leadership Learning Visits 
School leaders from across The Dales TSA have said 
they learn best by sharing practice and networking 
with other school leaders. Consequently, the idea 
of ‘Leadership Learning Visits’ was born. School 
leaders will be invited to visit a school where the 
Head Teacher / Senior Team will facilitate a session 
on a specific topic. The first of these is as follows: 

Leadership Approach to Assessment 
Date:  Monday, 10th October 2016,  
 12:00pm - 15:30pm 
Price:  FREE Venue: The Grove School, Berwick 
Other Leadership Learning Visits will follow in 
Spring and Summer 2017. 

Leadership 

Open Days 
School leaders and other staff have said that they 
would welcome the opportunity to look at 
provision in other schools on a range of themes. 
The first ‘Open Day’ event will be held as follows: 

Sharing Practice on EYFS and Family Support 
An Open Day to share practice on Early Years and 
Foundation Stage and also the school approach to 
Family Support.  
Date:  Tuesday, 15th November 2016, 
 09:30am - 14:30pm 
Price:  FREE 
Venue:  Morpeth Road Primary Academy 
Other Open Days in Spring and Summer 2017. 

Appraisal for Middle and Senior Leaders 
Nick Smallman (Senior Advisor at 
ForSchoolsEducation) 
An interactive training workshop for teachers with 
a responsibility for appraising colleagues in school. 
The workshop aims to develop appraisers’ 
confidence and competences in the process of 
appraising a colleague’s performance. A step by 
step approach will be outlined and delegates will 
be supported with high quality resources that have 
been designed to demystify appraisal and steer a 
clear path to successful review. 
Date:  Friday, 7th October 2016, 
 12:15pm - 16:00pm 
Price: £75.00 pp Venue: The Dales School 

Wellbeing Coaching Model 
‘Talk Time’ 
Staff wellbeing is a priority to ensure that all 
learners receive the highest standards of 
education. Newcastle Bridges School have 
developed a staff wellbeing programme as a model 
of best practice which has been shown to achieve 
measurable outcomes. The course will provide an 
opportunity to explore further how to support staff 
and to share the model for implementation within 
your school, including advice about practicalities 
and training for staff.  
Date:  Wednesday, 7th December 2016, 
 09:00am - 12:00pm 
Price:  £50.00 pp Venue:  The Dales School 

http://www.thedales.northumberland.sch.uk/
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Links to other opportunities 

For further information and booking enquiries about The Dales TSA CPD Programme: 
 
Telephone:  01670 352556 Elaine O’Connor 
E-mail:  TSA@thedales.northumberland.sch.uk TSA Co-ordinator 

Address:  The Dales School, Cowpen Road,  Neil Simpson 
 Blyth, Northumberland, NE24 4RE. TSA Administrator 
Website: www.thedales.northumberland.sch.uk 

How to book & contact details 

Become Your School’s Resident ‘Ofsted Inspector’ 
Developed and delivered by highly experienced senior lead inspectors, this two day training course closely 
mirrors training undertaken by trainee inspectors, including the changes to the Ofsted Inspection Framework 
introduced in September 2015. 
TSA Partners:  £450.00 pp  Date:  24th & 25th November 2016 
Venue:  Whitley Bay High School  
 
Outstanding Teacher Programme 
 The Outstanding Teacher Programme Level 1 Course 
 5 sessions starting Monday 30th January 2016 Price: £525.00 pp 
 The Outstanding Teacher Programme Level 2 Course 
 6 sessions starting Monday 5th December 2016 Price: £625.00 pp 
 The Outstanding Teaching Assistant Programme 
 6 sessions starting Monday 17th October 2016 Price: £325.00 pp 
Contact Whitley Bay TSA: www.whitleybayhighschool.org/teachingschool/ 

Every Lesson Outstanding (ELO) 
A five session training opportunity to challenge teachers in all phases of education to develop 
their knowledge, understanding and everyday practice to consistently and confidently deliver 
lessons of the highest quality. 
 5 sessions starting Tuesday, 8th November 2016 Price: £450.00 pp 
Contact Harton TSA: www.harton-tc.co.uk 

Future Leaders Trust 
Future Leaders   Executive Educators 
Talented Leaders   Headship Now! NPQH 
Leading Impact NPQSL 
Contact Future Leaders Trust: http://www.future-leaders.org.uk/ 

National Professional Qualification for Middle Leaders 
A four day programme which covers: Essentials—Managing Systems and Processes, Leading 
Teaching. Electives—Leading an Effective Team, Succeeding in Middle Leadership, Leading and Developing Staff, 
Leading Change for Improvement. All participants need to have the backing of their Head Teacher to say that 
they are suitable for the programme. Please contact the Tyne Valley TSA for further information. 
Starting Autumn 2016  Price:  £550.00-£600.00 pp 
Contact Tyne Valley TSA: http://selefirst.org/?p=4564 

mailto:%20TSA@thedales.northumberland.sch.uk?subject=CPD%20Programme
http://www.thedales.northumberland.sch.uk/
http://www.whitleybayhighschool.org/teachingschool/
http://www.harton-tc.co.uk
http://www.future-leaders.org.uk/
http://selefirst.org/?p=4564

