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• Government definition: Household income less than 
60% of median income (currently £288 per week)  

• Increasing policy emphasis on educational 
attainment and worklessness

• Alternative definition (Townsend, 1979) - An 
individual or family is in poverty if they:

‘…lack the resources to obtain the types of diet, participate in 
the activities and have the living conditions and amenities 
which are customary, or at least widely encouraged and 
approved, in the societies to which they belong.’ 

• Pupil Premium

What do we mean by ‘child poverty’?



Child Poverty statistics

• Child Poverty Act 2010 targets

• 4 million children currently living in poverty

• Slight increase on previous year

• 2020 prediction over 4.7 million – Institute 
for Fiscal Studies

• 2022 prediction over 5.1 million children



Child Poverty statistics (snapshot)

• North East – 28% children living in poverty – 
equivalent to 155,806 children

• Northumberland - 23% 

➢ Bedlington East – 33%
➢ Berwick West with Ord – 27%
➢ Corbridge - 10%
➢ Cramlington South East – 15%
➢ Hirst – 44%
➢ Newsham - 37%
➢ Ponteland South and Heddon – 5%
➢ South Blyth  - 7%



Consider the poorest child in your school

Physical Health

Food Insecurity
Bad Housing

Mental Health

Holiday Hunger

Poverty Premium

Cost of living



 Social Attitudes



 British Social Attitudes Survey



What are the causes of poverty?
Some media – behavioural causes
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What are the causes of poverty?
Most politicians – behavioural causes

David Gauke (2017 –Current)
Damian Green (2016-2017)
Stephen Crabb (2016-2016)
Ian Duncan Smith (2010-2016)

Debbie Abrahams (2016-Current)
Owen Smith (2015-2016)
Stephen Timms (2015-2015)
Rachel Reeves (2013-2015)



Iain Duncan Smith:

“Take a family headed by a drug addict or
someone with a gambling addiction –
increase the parent’s income and the
chances are they will spend the money on
furthering their habit, not on their 
children.”

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjogs_s85fVAhUIrRQKHdbiAVEQjRwIBw&url=https://inews.co.uk/essentials/news/politics/iain-duncan-smith-admits-work-capability-assessments-harsh/&psig=AFQjCNFmBhnqQWQnXBNGUfcy8JqhLhDvpg&ust=1500641569030911


What are the causes of poverty?
Most politicians – behavioural causes

Frank Field, Labour MP

Chair of the Work and Pensions 
Committee 

“There are clearly parents who couldn’t give a toss, and its ludicrous to 
deny, and you wonder why the hell they’ve actually got children.”



Most academic research – structural causes

• Around 67% of children growing up in poverty live 
in a household where at least one adult is working

• One in eight children escaping the poverty trap

• In some parts of the North East, there are around 
20 applicants for every vacancy advertised in 
Jobcentre Plus

• The ‘low-pay, no-pay’ cycle works to keep people in 
or at risk of poverty – and some people are unable 
to work….



Why is Poverty a Problem for 
Schools?



What are the links between child poverty and 
educational outcomes?

•Low income is a strong predictor of low educational 
performance

•By the age of 3, poor students can lag as much as 11 
months behind their better off peers

•The gap between children from richer and poorer 
backgrounds widens especially quickly during primary 
school



The ‘Attainment Gap’ 

16.8%

In 2016, 69% of FSM pupils reached the require standard
 in the phonics check compared to 83% of non FSM pupils.

A gap of 14 %.



The ‘Attainment Gap’ 

16.8%

In 2016, 39% of KS2 pupil premium pupils achieved
the expected standard in reading, writing and maths 

compared to 61% of non pupil premium pupils. 

A gap of 22%.



The ‘Attainment Gap’ 

16.8%

43.1% of pupil premium students achieved an 
A* - E grade in Maths and English, 

compared to 70.6% of non pupil premium pupils.
 

A gap of 27.3%.



The ‘Attainment Gap’ 

16.8%

In the north east 40.1% of pupils on free 
school meals did not gain 5 A-E grades 
including Maths and English at GCSE.

For non FSM pupils this figure was 14.9%



 
9.9%

26.6% 

“The most disadvantaged pupils in 
England have fallen further behind 
their peers and are now on average 

over two full years of learning behind 
non disadvantaged pupils by the end of 

secondary school”

Education Policy Institute, Closing the Gap 2017



Why?



“Barriers which limit students ability to 
realise their full potential”

• 75% respondents – ‘lack of parental support’

• 54% - ‘lack of aspiration’

• 46% - ‘low self-esteem’

• 38% - ‘lack of effort’



Poverty & Shame

‘Schools broadened horizons but the stark 
differences it exposed were a source of 
shaming: smartly dressed or not, more 
than one set of uniform or not, hungry or 
not, pocket money or not, calculator or 
not, the list was endless’ 

Walker et al (2013)



Poverty & Shame

‘(Children) in Britain talked about anger 
and the need to control it when faced by 
peers gloating over possessions and 
deliberately coaxing a response from those 
who could not afford them’

Walker et al (2013)



“Can education 
compensate for 

society?”



An invisible minority?

“these poor, unseen children can be found 
in mediocre schools the length and breadth 
of the country. They are labelled, buried in 
lower sets, consigned as often as not to 
indifferent teaching”

Michael Wilshaw, Former Chief Inspector of Schools, 
June 2013



Working class children’s experience of education

“despite all the rhetoric around pupil premiums, 
pupils in the more working class comprehensives 
get less money per head. They get less qualified 
teachers. They get higher levels of teacher 
turnover and more supply teachers. Even if they 
are in the same school as middle class children, 
they are in lower sets and yet again they get less 
experienced teachers”

Diane Reay, Cambridge University Professor of Education, 
November 2017



Can education compensate for society?

“Disadvantaged pupils’ attainment is 
unacceptably low compared with their 
peers. Schools must shoulder the 
responsibility to reverse that, and the 
government must help them do that as 
well as hold them to account”

David Laws, Former Schools Minister, July 2013



The Pupil Premium - £935 / £1,320   2017/18
                                      

The Pupil Premium is additional funding given to schools so that 
they can support their disadvantaged pupils and close the 
attainment gap between them and their peers.

In most cases the pupil premium is paid direct to schools, allocated 
to them for every pupil who receives free school meals. Schools 
decide how to use the funding, as they are best placed to assess 
what additional provision their pupils need.

The pupil premium was introduced in April 2011 and is allocated to 
schools to work with pupils who have been registered for free 
school meals at any point in the last six years (known as ‘Ever 6 
FSM’).





Why Poverty Proof the School Day?



    Poverty Proofing the School Day

‘Look there’s Hope, 
She’s got holes in her shoes,

Pays nothing for dinners,
And holds up the queues,

Going home with a face full of sorrow,
But don’t worry Hope,

We’ll get you tomorrow’



Do you know who is poor in 
your school?



•Food and the administration of FSM

•Resources

What did we find?



•Uniform

•Extra-Curricular Activity

•Transport

What did we find?



•Homework

•Class Groups

•Exams

What did we find?



•Celebrations

•Bullying

•Leadership and Governance

What did we find?



-70% of parents say they have struggled with
 the cost of school. This rises to 95% of parents 
Who live in families that are ‘not well off at all’.

-51% of parents said they had cut
back on clothing, food or heating to
afford school costs.

-25% of parents (and more
than half of those in families which
were ‘not well off at all’) said they had
borrowed money in order to afford the
cost of school.

http://childrenscommission.org.uk/report

Children’s Commission on Poverty:
Cost of the School Day Inquiry

http://childrenscommission.org.uk/report


NASUWT 

Cost of Education survey

“The Union has been surveying parents for the last two 
years and there is no doubt that they are facing 

increasing costs in supporting their children’s education.

The NASUWT has been warning that for many children 
access to critical educational opportunities, which are 
key entitlements, are increasingly becoming based on 

parents’ ability to pay.”



‘Remove the barriers to learning’ 

No activity or planned activity in schools 
should identify, exclude, treat differently 
or make assumptions about those children 
whose household income or resources are 
lower than others. 



School Audit
• Whole school day experience

• Consult with all students

• Consult with parents

• Digital Toolkit for schools

• Report and action plan

• Support to implement an action plan

• Support to plan pupil premium spending and monitor impact

• Quality Assurance & Accreditation

• Social and Emotional Wellbeing

Staff Training

Governor Training

What are we doing



Poverty Proofing Your School Day

How to
• Minimise costs
• Ensure equal access to 

opportunities, regardless of 
income

• Reduce & challenge stigma

1. Your school context
2. Impact of school costs in your 

school
3. Current good practice
4. Areas for improvement




